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Several Asian, African Countries 
Seek German Economic Assistance 


Several Asian and African developing countries have sent dele- 
gations to the Federal Republic of Germany to explore the possibilities 
of obtaining economic and financial assistance to carry out their indus- 


trial development programs. 


An Indian trade delegation visited 
Germany for 3 weeks to discuss ways 
of expanding exports to the Federal 
Republic in view of the large trade 
deficit with that country. The discus- 
sions centered primarily on an Indian 
proposal to deliver 2 million tons of iron 
ore and 500,000 tons of manganese ore 
annually under long-term contracts, ‘The 
delegates were aware of the fact that, 
because of high transportation costs, 
India’s competitive position in the Ger- 
man market is not very strong, but they 
pointed out that in the event of long- 
term contracts India would be willing 
to use part of the profits to buy ships 
to reduce freight costs. Other Indian 
goods which might be exported to the 
Federal Republic on a larger scale are 
coffee, tea, and a few finished products 
such as textiles. 

The Indian Finance Minister visited 
Germany to seek assistance for bridging 
a $1.4-billion gap in the financing of the 
second 5-year plan. He emphasized, 
German papers report, that India aims 
primarily at a German foreign exchange 
loan and at more favorable terms for 
the repayment of the 600 million Ger- 
man marks ($145 million) loan for the 
Krupp-Demag steel plant at Rourkela. 

Another Indian Government delega- 





tion was expected shortly for technical 
negotiations on these questions, 


Iranian Delegation Negotiates 
On Steel Project 


An Iranian delegation led by the 
president of the 7-year-plan office ar- 
rived in Germany to negotiate with the 
firms of Krupp and Demag on a steel 
plant in Iran, with an initial capacity 
of about 100,000 tons and a final capac- 
ity of 200,000 tons. The steel mill would 
use primarily domestic ore containing 
about 50 percent iron. The costs are 
estimated at $44 million-55 million. 

Among other delegations from Asia 
the German papers mention 10-day in- 
formation tour by 17 iron and steel 
experts from Eastern Asia and the visit 
of the head of the Thailand Irrigation 
Department. 


Soviet Delegations 
Visit German Plants 


The Soviet Minister for Machinery 
Construction, accompanied by 20 ex- 
perts, visited several plants in Bavaria. 
The group was interested in all fields 
under the Minister’s jurisdiction, includ- 
ing the production of automobiles, trac- 

(Continued on page 27) 





Field Offices Give Fast Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economic 
and business data to details on export 
and import regulations is quickly and 
directly available to businessmen in 
their own localities through the 33 
Field Offices of the U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 


ane aide. N. Mex., Room 821, Post 


Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bidg., 66 


Luckie 8t., N.W 


Bosten 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse a | 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 


Charleston 4, C., Area 2, Sergeant 


Tasper Bid West Ena 3 Broad St. 
Cheyenne 0. “hae 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
Chicago 6, e W. Jackson —» 
Cincinnati 2 “baile, 442 U. S. Pos 


and Co 
Cleveland, i, ‘Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Merchandise 
Mart, 500 E. Ervay St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 


Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

Greensboro, N. C., Room 407, U. S. Post 
Office Bldg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
Bldg. 


Jacksonville 1, Fia., 


425 Federal Bite. 
Kansas City é, Me., ldg. 


Federal Office 


and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications Sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 


Los ~~ wg 15, Calif. eh S. Broadway. 

owen A 3, Tenn. m. 212 Falls Bldg. 

Mia: Fia., 300 NE First Ave. 

ueeeeoeite 1 Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bldg. 

New Orleans 12, a. 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 1, N. ¥ 350 Fifth Ave 

Philadelphia 7, Pa. 1015 Chestnut “st. 

logy Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsbur . 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portlan , Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court- 


ome Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
— 19, Va., Room 409, Post Office 


St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW Temple 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., oy U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bld g- 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 
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Outlook for Reserves More Encouraging 





British Financial Position Improves 


The current mood in the United Kingdom in the light of economic 
developments in October and early November is one of cautious opti- 
mism. 

Gold and dollar figures for October were encouraging, particu- 
larly as a favorable balance had been achieved with the European 
Payments Union, even though of modest proportions. The prospects of 
a larger inflow of gold and dolhars in November appeared good. The 
boom in automobile and truck sales gave a boost to the economy, off- 
setting declines in other sections of industry. 

Trade figures for October were disappointing, with exports failing 
to reach the level expected. There was no simple explanation for the 
figures, which were not regarded yet as a cause for alarm. 

The production index continued to rise moderately and for the third 
quarter was 2.7 percent over the preceding year. Wholesale prices for 
basic materials used by manufacturers cgntinued to decline, but manu- 
facturers’ prices remained stable. The retail-price index advanced one 
point to a new high, reflecting in part an increase in rents. 

The Government continued to attach high priority to negotiations 
for a free trade area in Europe. The proposal for a free trade arrange- 
ment with Canada was shelved, but a visit by a 55-man mission from 
Canada was planned for late November to explore possibilities of expand- 
ing imports to Canada from the United Kingdom. 

The Government’s wage policy, adopted with a view of checking 
the rhythm of annual wage increases, came under fire in Parliament 
during this period. The possibility of serious industrial strife loomed as 
the most critical problem in the months ahead, but it was not yet 
apparent how the situation would develop. 

Gold and dollar figures for Oc- 





tober confirmed’ expectations that the 
United Kingdom Government had ac- 
complished its immediate objective of Eur opean Common M ar ket 
stopping the drain on the reserves. They To Be Discussed 
also indicated that a modest but wel- 
come recovery of gold and dollars lost A special conference on the 
in August and September had been reg- subject “Get Ready for the Eu- 
istered during the month. ropean Common Market, will be 
held in New York on February 3-5, 
Reserves Rise to $2.1 Billion 1958, by the International Man- 
Reserves went up by $243 million agement Association, Inc., 1515 
to $2.1 billion, and there was a surplus Broadway, New York 36, N.Y. 
of about $24.5 million with the Euro- oe ae pees Seema. 
pean Payments Union (EPU): October men and U. S. Government officials 
transactions included $250 million aise Geek an 7m 
drawn from*the Export-Import Bank, . 
against the $500-million credit estab- : The facts of the mnanter. A full 
lished after the Suez crisis, and $133 analysis of the treaty. 7 
million paid to the EPU in respect of U. S. trade policy and the Eu- 
the September deficit and bilateral debt Fopean comimon market. 7 
settlements. Taking these special fac- What will the. new market be 
tors into consideration, the reserves in like? We 
October increased by $126 million with Planning investment decisions 
an additional $15.1 due in November on to fit the new conditions. 
the basis of a settlement of the EPU Implications for short- and long- 
surplus. range company planning. 
The improvement in the reserves in- want going to happen to ex- 
dicated that there was some closing of arr ’ 
bear positions against sterling, prob- Patterns and lessons from the 
ably mainly a reduction of leads and coal and steel community. 
lags in commercial payments. The ex- United Europe and world trade. 
tent of the recovery was not large, 
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however, as compared with the outflows 
approximating $300 million in August 
and September. 

A further reduction in bear positions 
was expected during November, when 
90-day loans, which had been opened 
after the devaluation of the French 
franc on August 11, would mature. The 
pound rose on November 19 to its best 
level against the U.S. dollar since June 
1956. The spot rate on New York 
moved above $2.8042 for the first time 
since the new Government measures 
were adopted. Transferable sterling in 
Zurich was $2.7880, the best for many 
months. It was $2.7815 at the beginning 
of November. The strength of the 
pound appeared to bé due to a com- 
bination of two factors—the normal 
seasonal demand for sterling and the 
closing out of speculative positions, 


It is expected that some speculators 
will hold out to await developments. 
The Times commented: “It will take 
much longer than a few months to re- 
store the confidence of foreign traders 
in sterling.” The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer said on November 19: “Gold 
is flowing in instead of out, and there 
is more confidence in the pound both at 
home and abroad. But our policies must 
be pressed home with vigor to ensure 
success.” 


October Trade Deficit Larger 


The October trade figures produced 
an unexpectedly large trade deficit of 
£70 million. The import figure of £353 
million was 2% percent more than the 
monthly average for January-Septem- 
ber. October imports were seasonally - 
high, and this probably accounts for 
much of the increase. The total was the 
same as that for-October 1956, although 
with the decline of import prices it is 
assumed .that a larger volume of im- 
ports was brought in. On the export 
side, the total of £272 million fell below 
expectations. The figure is 1% percent 
below the January-September average, 
although seasonally the figure should be 
high. 

Last year, October’s exports rose 
about 5 percent above the average for 
the first 9 months. The Board of Trade 
notes that certain special factors, such 
as a decline in the export of ships, 
which always fluctuates, and a 38-per- 
cent drop in exports to France follow- 
ing the devaluation of the france, 
accounted for only a “moderate part” 
of the decline. In commenting on the 
visible trade deficit of £70 million in 
October, the president of the Board of 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Iranian Business Improves in Third 
Quarter; Future Outlook Promising 


Business activity in Iran was at a generally satisfactory level in 
the third quarter of 1957 and, according to some observers, showed a 
definite improvement over the first two quarters of 1957 and-the com- 


parable period of 1956. 


The previously tight money supply began to ease although bazaar 
interest rates continued between 18 and 26 percent. The demand for 
most imported goods kept to a good normal pace but demand for con- 
sumer goods continued spotty. Plenty of foreign exchange was available 
for importers and exchange reserves were at about the same level as 


a year ago. . 


Oil production reached successive new heights and payments to the 
Government by the Consortium companies for three quarters of 1957 
equaled Iran’s oil income for 1956. Progress was evident in the develop- 
ment and industrial fields and the Government was increasingly inter- 
ested in promoting foreign investment. 

Construction activity was brisk, resulting in a probable increase 
in employment. Wholesale prices remained about the same as a year 
ago. Agricultural production was better than average for most Crops. 
Statistics for only 2 months of the Iranian year 1336 (March 21-May 21, 
1957) show sharp increases in both exports and imports. Generally, 
future business prospects are promising. 


On the negative side rumors con- 
tinued that the Government would re- 
consider its liberal trade policy because 
of an imbalance’ of norma! foreign trade. 
No statistics are available, however, to 
support a change in the trade balance 
and no foreign exchange problems are 
apparent. Several small import-export 
businesses failed in the quarter and 
signs indicated a weakening in the mar- 
ket for Iranian cottom, owing to 
France’s termination of its trade agree- 
ment with Iran. (This agreement was 
later extended to December 31, Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, November 25, p 9.) 
Cotton exporters now anticipate difficul- 
ty in obtaining French import licenses. 


Most imports of Piece 
Goods Move Slowly 


Stocks of cotton piece goods and iron 
and steel structural ‘forms were high 
and prices declined. Many shipments of 
piece goods were at ports of entry 
awaiting sight-draft payments by im- 
porters and most of some 17 million 
meters of cotton piece goods on hand 
from the U. S. S. R. was moving very 
slowly. Bank Melli allowed credit up to 
30 percent of the value of sight drafts 
to move these and other goods out of 
customs warehouses. Deeper losses by 
overstocked dealers in iron and steel 
were prevented by brisk residential and 
commercial construction. 

The market for passenger cars and 
trucks was dull, possibly because of the 
Government's authorization for im- 
ports of used cars. The effect and 
extent of used car imports was not 
fully known and this influence on the 
market may be more psychological than 
real, The export market in dried fruit 


4 





was good but would have been better 
had it not been for the temporary ban 
on imports by India, one of the leading 
buyers. 


ICA Investment Guaranty 
Program Instituted 


An exchange of letters between the 
U. S. Embassy and the Iranian Govern- 
ment put into effect the International 
Cooperation Administration (ICA) In- 


vestment Guaranty Program. American 
firms may now apply for the standard 
ICA’ insurance offering protection 
against expropriation and currency in- 
convertibility. One American firm made 
several manufacturing and mining in- 
vestment proposals to the Government’s 
Foreign Investment Board and another 
is interested in a paper mill, but private 
German and Japanese companies pres- 
ently manifest the most interest in 
investment. Engineers of the Demaj- 
Krupp consortium continued with their 
engineering plans for the Plan Organiza- 
tion’s integrated steel mill at Azna and 
financial experts from the group were 
making a final determination on Ger- 
man participation in the mill. 

Customs concessions and other dis- 
puted contract provisions relating to the 
Ferdowsi department store, a joint ven- 
ture by private German firms and 
Iranian Government agencies, appeared 
near resolution by early October. The 
opening date for the ambitious project, 
representing a new departure in retail 
merchandising in Iran, advanced with 
each new difficulty and, at the quarter’s 
end, it did not seem likely that the store 
would be inaugurated before December. 





— 
U.S. Attache Confers 


In Bergen 


The U. S. commercial attache 
to Oslo, Norway, visited Bergen 
on November 12-13 to confer with 
the business community. 

The trip coincided with the visit 
of the Norwegian Export Council 
representative from Chicago, at 
present touring Norway, and sev- 
eral joint meetings were held with 
local ‘businessmen on problems 
concerned with buying and selling 

_on the U. S. market. Two indus- 
trial installations were visited: 
Norsk Staalpress, producer of 
stainless steel flatware, and Ber- 
gen Fiskeindustri, one of the 
largest fish-freezing and process- 
ing plants in Europe, using refrig- 
eration equipment purchased in 
the United States. 

The visit was well received by 
leaders in the business community, 
and the Embassy in Oslo plans to 
send the commercial attache to 
Bergen periodically. 











Japanese store owners were seriously 
considering the establishment of a de- 
partment store in cooperation with the 
Imperial Crown Estates and will be 


expected to request no less favorable 
inducements. 


lranian-Soviet Border River 
Agreement Signed 


An Iranian-Soviet border river agree- 
ment, signed on August 11, stipulates 
rules and procedures governing a joint 
l-year preliminary study of irrigation 
and hydroelectric projects along the 
Araes and Atrek Rivers. Additional 
Soviet activity was shown in continued 
interest in supplying machinery for four 
grain elevators. A brief flurry of press 
comment in August, followed a state- 
ment by the Chief of the Soviet Trac 
Agency that the U. S. S. R. would sup- 
ply Iran with unlimited credit for thé 
expansion of heavy industry at an in- 
terest rate of 2 percent. Iranian officials 
denied the receipt of an official aid offer 
and at the quarter’s end nothing fur- 
ther had been released to the public by 
the Soviet Mission. 


Implementation of the Soviet-Iranian 
transit agreement must await ratifica- 
tion by both parties, Meanwhile, actual 
freight rate schedules through the 
U. S. S. R. remain a mystery, but it is 
generally assumed that reductions from 
existing rates will be necessary to make 
transit traffic through the U. S. S. R 
an attractive commercial proposition. 

Mining prospects continue to attract 
private interests from the United States 
Japan, Belgium, and Germany, but ™ 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Latin American Debt to 
U. S. Exporters Rises 


New drafts drawn by U. S. exporters 
on Latin American importers increased 
by $8.9 million to $53.5 million—the 
largest amount drawn in a single month 
since May 1952, according to the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York. 

The increase in new drafts drawn 
resulted largely from the rise in new 
drafts drawn en Venezuela, Colombia, 
and Chile. New drawings on Venezyela 
rose by $2.9 million to $13.2 million, 
while those on Colombia were $1 million 
higher. Drawings on Chile increased by 
$1 million, to $2.7 million at the month’s 
end. 

Draft indebtedness of Latin American 
countries to U. S. exporters rose by $3.7 
million in October, and collections out- 
standing at the end of the month 
totaled $159.6 million. Collections out- 
standing rose in 16 countries, The 
largest increase was registered by 
Venezuela, whose indebtedness rose by 
$1.5 million to $38.8 million. Collections 
payable by Chile increased by $1.4 mil- 
lion to $6.3 million, and those payable 
by Brazil rose by $1.1 million to $19.3 
million, On the other hand, Mexico’s 
draft indebtedness declined by $1.1 mil- 
lion to $12 million, and six other Latin 
American countries reported smaller 
declines, 


Brazilian Remittances Show 
Largest Increase 


The dollar amount of drafts paid by 
Latin American importers in October 
was $49.8 million, an increase of $0.9 
million over the preceding month. Bra- 

(Continued on page 28) 





United States 
Participation in 
INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVEL 


15 cents 


Supplements the Survey of In- 
ternational Travel (35 cents a 
copy), published in 1956 by the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 
Contains revised data on foreign 
travel by. United States residents 
and on travel to the Unied States 
by foreign visitors. 


For sale by U. $. Department of 
Commerce Field Offices and by 
the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. $. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Colombia Economic Outlook Unsure 


Awareness increased in Colombia during October that the economic 


outlook for 1958 is far from bright. 


The easy optimism of July and August, when many felt that 
Colombia’s problems would be solved by the end of the year, was gone 
and many competent observers believed that an economic recession in 


1958 is inevitable. 


Payments continued on the commercial backlog debt owed to U. S. 
exporters. Payments on accounts accrued between January and May 
1957 had not started during October, but it was reported that these 
accounts would be cleared up during November. 


For the second month in succession, 
the total means of payment in the 
economy decreased during September, 
from 2,660 million pesos to 2,625 mil- 
lion pesos. For the perigi May-Septem- 


“ber 1957, the means of payment in- 


creased only 0.4 percent. Credit became 
extremely tight during October. 


Bank deposits were drawn down in 
September and October by payments to 
the Central Bank of income and re- 
habilitation taxes, and, most important 
all peso cover for imports up to May 
1957 had to be deposited with the 
Central Bank by October 16. These 
payments put a severe strain on the 
banking institutions at the middle of 
the month, Loans were called, and only 
the best banking customers could secure 
credit. Central Bank rediscounts rose 
to the highest figure in history, amount- 
ing to one-third of all commercial bank 
loans. 


Free Dollar Rate Drops 


After the Central Bank ceased sup- 
porting the free dollar exchange rate 
on October 4, closing quotations reached 
a high of 6.80 pesos to the dollar during 
the week which began October 6. The 
free dollar rate dropped in the closing 
days of the month, however, to 6.19 
pesos, where it remained steady. The 
exchange certificate rate remained 
steady at 5.12 pesos to the dollar during 
the major part of the month, with the 
Central Bank selling to support this 
rate. 

Official foreign exchange reserves of 
$137.3 million at the end of September 
dropped to $126 million by the end of 
October. At the current rate of imports 
and exports, it ig estimated that re- 
serves will fall to approximately $80 
million by the end of the year. With 
this prospect in view, the Central Bank 
was authorized by decree to change 
the present 25-percent legal require- 
ment for reserves of gold or dollars 
against currency outstanding. However, 
no change has been effected. 


Import Authorizations Decline 


Import authorizations during October 
registered a substantial decrease from 
the very high levels maintained since 
the inauguration of the new exchange 
and import system on June 17, 1957. 
Unofficial data indicate that license 
approvals totaled $24.5 million during 








the month, as compared with $44 mil- 
lion during September. Of the October 
total, $13.8 million was for items on the 
so-called “free” import list, while $10.7 
million corresponded to items requiring 
prior approval of the Superintendency 
of Imports. 

Factors contributing to the sharp 
decline in import authorizations. were 
the 100-percent prior import deposit 
requirements instituted on September 
25, the extremely tight credit situation, 
and a moré pessimistic outlook of busi- 
nessmen, in the face of declining sales 
and relatively large inventories. 


It was too early to predict whether 
import registrations during coming 
months could be held to October levels. 
The general concensus was that import 
authorizations would again increase in 
November and succeeding months, 
though not to the very high levels 
maintained during the period June- 
September. 


Coffee Exports Below Average 


The volume of coffee exported to all 
destinations during the period under 
review continued at below average lev- 
els. Shipments of 262,133 bags of 70 kilo- 
grams from September 29 to October 
26 were slightly less than in the pre- 
ceding month, which in turn had regis- 
tered a sharp decline from August 
levels. Following modification of the 
coffee automatic exchange surrender 
system effective October 25, registra- 
tions of coffee sales contracts increased 
markedly, and it was expected that 
November exports would be substan- 
tially higher than those of the two 
preceding months. According to the 
terms of the coffee agreement signed by 
Colombia and six other producing coun- 
tries in October (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Nov. 25, p. 9), Colombian cof- 
fee exports during the period November 
1, 1957-March 31, 1958, may not exceed 
2,302,000 bags of 60 kilograms, 


Business Activity Slackens 

Business activity slackened during 
October. Samplings taken of leading 
wholesale and retail outlets of both 
industrial and consumer goods _indi- 
cated that sales were lower than in 
September. Inventories were generaily 

(Continued on page 30) 
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Anti-Inflation Program 
Debated in Britain 


The British Government’s anti-infla- 
tion program was debated in the Par- 
liament on October 29 and 30, at the 
close of the last session. 


At the opening of the new session, 
in early November, the debate was re- 
newed, in connection with the presenta- 
tion of the Government's legislative 
program. 

In the October debate, the Opposition 
Party centered its fire on the Govern- 
ment’s wage policy, claiming that the 
Government was attempting to impose 
a wage freeze, was seeking deliberately 
to create unemployment to weaken the 
trade-union position, was scuttling pro- 
cedures for arbitration of labor disputes, 
and was concentrating its efforts on 
checking inflationary wage demands 
while remaining indifferent to the 
course of profits and dividends. The po- 
sition of the Opposition Party was sum- 
marized in the charge that the Govern- 
ment was declaring war on the trade 
unions. 

The Government spokesmen stood 
firm on their position that inflationary 
wage increases must be checked, but 
maintained that they were waging war 
on inflation, not on the trade-union 
movement. The Prime Minister in 
speeches outside Parliament as well as 
in the course of debate pleaded that 
stability of the pound was essential to 
support Britain's international position 
against the Soviet menace, and called 
for national support of the Govern- 
ment’s program. He said: “We have a 
lot of trouble to face in this world to- 
gether. We had better not knock each 
other about.” 


Expanded Production Urged 


In the subsequent debate in Novem- 
ber, the leadership in the Opposition 
Party took a less emotional line, chal 
lenging the economic premises of the 
Government's anti-inflation program 
and urging policies to expand produc- 
tion. The Economic Committee of the 
Trade Unions Congress issued a mod- 
erate statement, critical of the Gov- 
ernment’s policies, but implying that a 
certain degree of wage restraint might 
be feasible under certain conditions— 
conditions, however, unlikely to be ac- 
ceptable to the Conservative Govern- 
ment. 


The trade_unions continued to press 
forward with their wage demands, 
which were being studied by employers. 
The future course of developments re- 
mained uncertain, and the possibility of 
serious industrial strife loomed as a 
large question mark in the months 
ahead. 

The preliminary figures for industrial 
output in September, seasonally adjust- 
ed, indicate a slight increase over July, 
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and a somewhat higher increase over 
the revised figure for August. In referr- 
ing to the figure, the Lord Privy Seal, 
dealing with a statement by the Oppo- 
sition in Parliament that the United 
Kingdom economy was sliding into a 
“minor trade recession,” said: “It so 
happens that the average production in 
the September quarter appears to have 
been the highest ever. It is about 3 per- 
cent higher than the corresponding pe- 
riod of 1956.” 

Trends for the future were mixed. 
Machine-tool orders continued to fall, 
the figures for August being the lowest 
in 3 years. Steel output in October 
slipped slightly from an annual rate of 
22.79 million tons in September to 22.77 
in October, although in recent years Oc- 
tober had shown an increase over Sep- 
tember. The Board of Trade’s figures for 
industrial building approvals in the 
third quarter of 1957 were revised sig- 
nificantly upward, but nevertheless re- 
corded a decline of 10 percent over last 
year. 


The motorcar industry continued to 
register gains, however, and undoubt- 
edly contributed significantly to the rise 
in the overall figure for September. Re- 
tail sales in general continued their 
steady upward trend, the value figures 
for September being 5 percent higher 
compared with a year earlier. Employ- 
ment continued at a very high level. 

The Financial Times compilation of 
corporate profits—before depreciation 
and taxes—for the first 10 months of 
1957 shows a continuation of the up- 
ward trend, with an increase of profits 
over the comparable period in last year 
of 4.8 percent. In his speech at the Lord 
Mayor's Guildhall Banquet on Novem- 
ber 9, the Prime Minister called for a 
restraint on profits and dividends as 
well as wages. He said: “While wage 
increases unrelated to the general 
growth of real wealth within the econ- 
omy are a great danger, absence of re- 
straint in profit margins or dividend 
distribution can do equal danger to the 
economy.’’—U. S. Embassy, London. 





American exporters 
are urged to mark 


United States 
of America 


_on external containers 
of goods shipped abroad 


Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 40, 
adopted July 30, 1953, suggests that 
such marking will help to publicize 
American-made goods overseas. 














Mining Production in 
Bolivia Shows Lag 


Reassessment, in October, of the 
progress made under the Bolivian Sta- 
bilization Program pointed up the need 
for the resettlement of excess labor 
from certain uneconomic mines and 
industries to more productive pursuits. 

Activity in petroleum exploration in- 
creased. The exchange rate and the 
cost of living remained relatively steady. 
The textile industry deteriorated, and 
it was questionable whether some of the 
mills would be able to continue operat- 
ing. Overstaffing, lack of purchasing 
power, and competition of contraband 
handicap the industry. 

Because of the sharp drop in the 
price of wolfram, the Bolivian Mining 
Corporation (COMIBOL), suspended 
wolfram extraction at the Hami mine 
and transferred the labor force to tin 
production elsewhere in the mine. Hami 
is the first of the nationalized mines to 
be closed down following the recom- 
mendations of the Ford, Bacon, and 
Davis survey of unprofitable or mar- 
ginal mining operations. 

COMIBOL production reached 1,943 
metric tons of fine tin, the highest total 
for any month so far this year but 5 
percent under October 1956 production. 
Zinc production of 1,472 metric tons 
was 18 percent under that of Octobe: 
1956. Lead production of 842 metric 
tons was the highest this year and 33 
percent over that of the corresponding 
month of 1956. 


Gold-Dredging Contract 
Before Congress 


The South American Gold and Plat- 
inum Company contract is now before 
Congress for ratification as was pro- 
vided for in the contract which was 
awarded by a Supreme Decree of June 
12, 1956, and signed September 4, 1956. 
The company has been actually engaged 
in. exploring the concession area and 
once the contract is ratified by the 
Congress it is expected that dredging 
operations will begin in approximately 
18 months: from that date. 


Petroleum Activity 
Shows Increase 


The Chaco Petroleum Company is re- 
ported to have started drilling its first 
well in the Los Monos section of the 
area which it has under contract from 
the Government Petroleum Agency) 
(YPFB). The Bolivian Gulf Oil Com- 
pany also set up its first rig in the area 
which it has under contract from YPFB 
and was expected to start drilling soon 


The concession for developing the 
Madrejones petroleum strip is stil! 
pending. 


Representatives of Williams Brothers 
Co. of Tulsa, Okla., pipeline construc- 
tors, arrived in La Paz to complete 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Greece Ends Control 
Of Olive Oil Export 


All quantitative restrictions on export 
of olive oil from Greece have been 
abolished. 

The Bank of Greece has been in- 
structed to issue approvals for export 
of all types of olive oil, sulfur oil, and 
other olive oil byproducts as a matter of 
routine procedure and to require pay- 
ment in accordance with rules and 
regulations governing trade relations 
with the specific country of destination 
involved in each case. 

The abolishment of restrictions on 
export of olive oil except that in steel 
dsums, put into effect by decree No. 
3786 issued October 12, follows a relax- 
ation of restrictions on such exports, 
announced in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, August 12, 1957, page 7. 

The decree specifically provides for 
removal of all quantitative restrictions 
on export to ali destinations of the fol- 
lowing types of olive oil packed in 
labeled tin containers of up to 22 kilo- 
grams, or 48.4 pounds, bearing the name 
and brand of the Greek exporting firm: 
Virgin olive oil not exceeding 2 percent 
acidity; refined olive oil not exceeding 
0.3 percent acidity; and blended olive oil 
not exceeding 2.5 percent acidity. 

By special permission of the Minister 
of Commerce the name and brand of 
the foreign importing firm also may be 
printed on the container. 

Under authority of the decree, restric- 
tions on export of olive oil in steel 
drums were abolished by a joint decision 
of the Ministers of Coordination, Com- 
merce, and Agriculture, dated Novem- 
ber 9.—U. S. Embassy, Athens. 


Trinidad Drops Duties for 
Concrete Block Materials 


Trinidad has exempted raw materials, 
chemicals, and other ingredients and 
supplies used in the manufacture of 
cement concrete blocks from payment 
of import duties until December 31, 
1966. This exemption was authorized 
by Government notice No. 158 published 
on November 14, 1957.—U, S, Consulate 
General, Port of Spain. 








France Prohibits Entry 
Of Carnivorous Animals 


The French Government, by a decree 
of November 12, prohibited entry into 
France of all carnivorous animals be- 
cause of the increasing numbers of 
rabies cases, 

A Government committee of tech- 
nicians is scheduled to meet on Decem- 
ber 12 to consider the possibility of any 
exceptions to this all-inclusive decree.— 
U. S. Embassy, Paris. 





December 16, 1957 


Numerous Changes in Mexican 
Tariff Classifications, Duty Rates 


Recent changes in the Mexican tariff include the following: 

Import duties are lowered for heavy washing machines, some 
coloring materials, some gems, and some bone manufactures. 

New import classifications are established for peanut butter, to- 
mato paste, ice cream, powdered nutshells, certain chemicals, paper 


folders, radio wavelength selectors, au- 
tomobile mufflers and grease seals, some 
bacon, ice-cube tray parts, and certain 
motor parts. 


Import duties are raised for artificial 
fiber waste, powdered cellulose, some 
organic-metallic salts, some rubber tire 
cord fabric, some transformers, some 
ivory or tortoise shell manufactures, 
plastic purses and wallets, some lamps, 
most furniture, levels, most cameras, 
some watchbands, some clocks, some 
musical instruments, nonrubber balls, 
some mechanical amusement apparatus, 
and some dolls and doll parts. 

Export duties are lowered on ground 
pepper and cacao shell and a new ex- 
port classification is established for cot- 
ton ginning waste. 

Classifications affected and their new 
rates of duty per unit indicated and 
percent ad valorem, with former duty 
rates and explanations of changes shown 
in parentheses, are as follows: 


Import Tariff 
Effective October 6 


715.03.01. Machines for washing clothes, 
weighing over 100 kilograms each but not 
over 800 agen ei per legal kilo- 

ram and 80 percent scription changed 

hrough addition of upper weight limit.) 

715.03.08. Machines for washing clothes, 
weighing over 800 kilograms each: 0.10 peso 
per gross kilogram and 5 percent. (New clas- 
sification; formerly covered by No. 715.03.01.) 


Effective October 10 


063.01.05. Peanut butter: 0.70 peso oe legal 
kilogram and 35 percent. (New classification; 
no change in duty.) 

063.02.07. Tomato paste and puree in air- 
tight containers: 0.70 peso wed legal kilogram 
and 35 percent. (New classification; no change 
in duty.) 

072.00.06. rr vet preparations with aromatic 
substances added, even with milk or cocoa, 
frozen or not, commercially 
cream” or ‘“‘ice’’: 8 pesos per legal kil- 
ogram and 100 ercent. (New  classifica- 
tion; no change in duty.) 

281.99.05. Pulverized nutshells: a ye SO 


called ‘‘ice 


per gross kilogram and 65 percent. lew 

classification; no change in duty.) 
501.16.08.. Sodium and potassium cac- 

odylates: 0.10 peso per legal kilogram and 


. ee (New classification; 
uty 

501.16.09. Ferroammoniacal citrates: 0.10 
peso “eed legal kilogram and 5 rs (New 
classification; no change in 

5601.16.10. Calcium airectenbeamanee: 0.10 
peso per legal kilogram and 5 percent. (New 
classification; no change in duty.) 

5601.16.11. Potassium and sodium glycero- 
pee. even in solution: 0.10 peso per 
egal kilogram and 5 percent. (New classi- 
fication; no change in duty.) 

5601.16.12. Silver proteinates or vitellinates: 
0.10 peso per legal kilogram and 5 percent. 
(New classification; no change in duty.) 

501.16.13. Potassium and sodium salicylates: 
0.10 peso per legal kilogram and 5 percent. 
(New classification; no change in duty.) 


no change in 


5601.16.99. Salts of organic-metallic origin, 





not elsewhere = 0.10 peso per legal 
kilogram and 15 percent (0.10 peso and & 
percent). 


634.06.07. Paper or paperboard folders for 
files, even with printed characters: 5 pesos 
per legal kilogram and 70 percent. (New 
eee. ) 

742.03.10. Wavelength selectors for radio 
apparatus, even with electronic parts 
mounted: 0.35 peso per legal kilogram and 
5 reent. (New classification.) 

62.00.45 Silencers (mufflers) and exhaust 
pipes constituting the system for — ty | 
gases in automobile and truck motors: 
peso per legal ay tone and 15 percent. (New 
classification; no ange in duty.) 


Effective October 15 


0620.99.08. Fresh, chilled, or frozen bacon 
taken from the rib section of hog, with 
meat and adipose tissue and with skin at- 
tached: 0.05 eso per gross kilogram and 
13 percent. (New classification.) 


12.00.01. Pigments or coloring materials 
derived from coal tar, not soluble in water. 
(Classification abolished.) 

512.00 Dyes or coloring materials de- 
rived from coal tar, soluble in water or 
in solutions of up to 20 percent in either 
acetic acid or sodium hydrosulfite. (Classi- 
fication abolished.) 

512.00.03. Pigments or coloring materials 
derived from coal tar, not soluble in water, 
proved to the Customs Bureau not to be 
produced or cannot be substituted for those 
ones in the country; 0.20 peso per gross 

ilogram and ? percent. (New classification; 
formerly 0.20 peso and 20 percent.) 

6512.00.04. Pigments or coloring materials 
derived from coal tar, not soluble in water, 
not meeting the conditions of classifications 
No. 512.00.03: 0.20 peso per gross kilogram 
and 20 percent. (New classification; no change 
in duty.) 

512.00.03. Pigments or coloring materials de- 
rived from coal tar, not elsewhere specified, 
0.50 gram of which are soluble in 100 
grams of the following solvents: Water: 
ethyl alcohol of 95° Gay-Lussac centesimals 
at a temperature of 15° C.; acetone, ethyl 
ethers or esters, benzol, toluene, pyridine, 
or aqueous solutions recently prepared from: 
1-percent acetic acid, 1-percent sodium hydro- 
sulfite, 1-percent caustic soda, 1-percent 
sodium sulfide, or a mixture of these four 


solutions; 0.20 peso per gross kilogram and 
: "ay (New classification; no change 
n uty.) 


743.05.04. Aluminum trays used in home 
refrigerators to make ice cubes as well 
as separators for same: 0.10 peso per gross 
kilogram and 1 percent. (New classification.) 


Effective October 22 


252.03.00. Artificial fiber waste = to 5 
millimeters long, not spinnable: 0 peso 
per Per kilogram and 6 percent (0.01 peso 
-_ percent). 
2.03.01. Cellulose in powder or filiform 
P.. up to 5 millimeters long. not spinna- 
ble: 0.10 peso per gross kilogram and 5& 
percent (0.01 peso and 3 percent). 
642.05.00. Cloth of artificial fibers, even 
with admixture of another fiber except silk, 
in any proportion, with warp of cord (cordon) 
and woof of yarn (hilaza) —e sepa- 
rated to serve only as support for the 
former, commonly called ‘“‘cord’’ used in 
manufacture of rubber tires. (Classification 


abolished.) 

642.05.01. Cloth of artificial fibers, even 
with admixture of another fiber except 
silk, in any proportion, with warp of cord 
(cordon) and woof of yarn (hilaza) suf- 
ficiently separated to serve only as support 


(Continued on page 8) 





FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Viet-Nam Sets Exchange Procedures 


The Government of Viet-Nam has established new exchange pro- 
cedures authorizing exporters to convert a part of their foreign ex- 
change earnings on the limited-access free market and levying additional 


taxes on imports. 


The new procedures, and taxes do not apply, however, to imports 
financed by the United States-aid program, which currently account for 


most imports. 

Exporters are now required to convert 
only 65 percent of their foreign exchange 
earnings at the official rate of 35 pias- 
ters to the dollar (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, November 25, 1957, p. 8). The 
remaining 35 percent of their receipts 
from export sales may be converted at 
the limited-access, free-market rate of 
about 70 piasters to the dollar. 

Present indications are that the new 
export procedures will apply to all ex- 
port commodities. For the remainder 
of 1957, however, rice exporters will con- 
tinue to operate on the 34/66 free mar- 
ket/official-market ratio established 
early this year to promote rice exports. 

As formerly, for imports other than 
thoge financed under foreign aid, im- 
porters will apply for foreign exchange 
through their commercial banks and 
the exchange will be granted at the 
official rate. In addition, customs duties 
will be collected at the official rate of 
exchange. Under the new procedure, 
importers are also required to pay 
stabilization taxes on the amount spent 
on imports calculated at the rate of 75 
piasters to the U. S. dollar, 182 piasters 
to the pound sterling, and 0.08 piasters 
to the French franc. 

Rates of the stabilization tax there- 
fore vary according to the foreign cur- 
rency expended in import transactions. 
In effect, this results in broken cross 
rates for the franc and the pound of 
611 francs per dollar and $2.55 per 
pound sterling. Inasmuch as both the 
franc and the pound are undervalued, 
they may be preferred by traders selling 
to the Viet-Namese market. 

The disparity in rates apparently is 
the result of the effective adoption of 
rates approximating the fluctuating 
rates formerly applying in the buying 
and selling of EFAC exchange (ex- 





Iran Removes Tax Imposed 
On Aircraft Passengers 


The Iranian Government on August 
9 rescinded the tax imposed on air- 
craft passengers departing from Tehran. 

In the 3 years of imposition of the 
tax travelers boarding aircraft at 
Tehran were taxed, on the basis of 
destination, approximately $13 to the 
Western Hemisphere, $10 to Europe and 
the Far East, and $6 to Middle Eastern 
countries.—U, &S, Embassy, Tehran. 





change formerly retained by exporters 
for incentive purposes under the system 
now replaced by the new procedures). 

It is emphasized that the new import 
stabilization .axes'do not apply to im- 
ports financed under the commercial 
import program of International Co- 
operation Administration. In 1956 the 
ICA program provided foreign exchange 
for more than 90 percent of Viet- 
Namese imports, and it continues to 
account for the major part. 


Costa Rica Levies New Taxes 
On Beer, Wines, and Liquors 


Costa Rica has established new con- 
sumption taxes on beer, wines, and 
liquors, as follows (6.63 colones=US 
$1.00). 

Beer, national or imported, 0.45 colon per 
container up to 12 ounces, replacing the 
former tax of 0.38 colon. 


MP sa and cider, imported, 3 colones per 
iter. 


Champagne, imported, 8 colones per liter. 


Hard liquors of all kinds, imported, 8 
colones per liter. 


Fine and ordinary liquors and augardiente, 
domestically produced, 0.75 colon per con- 
tainer up to 25.85 ounces. 


For containers larger than those stipulated 
the tax will be applied proportionally. 

The new taxes on imported wines and 
liquors are in addition to the “consump- 
tion” tax imposed on imported products 
deemed similar to domestically produced 
alcoholic beverages in the amount of 80 
percent of the sales value of the similar 
local product and also in addition to the 
small customs clearance fee which has 
been levied_for years. 

On domestically produced alcoholic 
beverages other than beer the new taxes 
are in addition to existing excise taxes 
totaling 0.93 colon per liter and to the 
special tax of 0.50 colon per liter on 
domestic alcoholic beverages sold in the 
Canton of Osa. 

The new consumption taxes, which 
became effective October 15, were es- 
tablished in connection with a Costa 
Rican General Salary Law reclassifying 
civil service positions and are designed 
partly to finance them.—U. S. Embassy, 
San Jose. 








Iran’s crude petroleum production, 
which because of the oil dispute had 
fallen from 32.3 million metric tons in 
1950 to Jess than 1.5 million in 1952 and 
1953, recovered to 17.1 million metric 
tons in 1955, according to the United 
Nations Department of Public Informa- 
tion, 


Numerous Changes ... 
(Continued from page 7) 


for the former, commonly called ‘“‘tire cord 
fabric,’’ used in manufacture of rubber tires, 
proved to the Customs Bureau not to be 
produced or cannot be substituted for those 
roduced in country: 0.10 peso per. legal 
ilogram and 6 percent. (New classification 
no change in duty.) 

642.05.02. Cloth of artificial fibers, even 
with admixture of another fiber except silk, 
in any proportion, with warp of cord (cor- 
don) and woof of yarn (hilaza) sufficiently 
separated to serve only as support for the 
former, commonly called ‘“‘tire cord fabric,”’ 
used in manufacture of rubber tires, not 
meetin conditions of classification No. 
642.05.01: 1 peso per legal kilogram and 15 
percent (0.10 peso and 5 percent). 


732.00.02. Electrical apparatus for increas- 
ing or decreaging voltage, known commercial- 
ly as transformers, weighing over 30,000 
kilograms each, even containing oil. (Classi- 
fication abolished.) 

732.00.06. Electrical apparatus for increas- 
ing or decreasing voltage, known commercial- 
ly as transformers, each weighing over 30,000 
and up to 70,000 kilograms, even containin 
oil: 1 peso per gross es and 3 
percent. (New classification; formerly, 0.40 
peso ani 3 percent.) 

732.00.07. Electrical apparatus for increas- 
ing or decreasing voltage, known commercial- 
ly as transformers, weighing over 70,000 
kilograms each, even containing oil: 0.40 peso 
per oe kilogram and 3 eicome, (New 
classification; no change in duty.) 


742.11.01. Machined rods or axles for elec- 
tric motors, up to 15 millimeters in diameter 
or welaning up to 100 grams: 8 pesos per 

ross kilogram and 26 percent. (New classi- 

cation. ) 

742.11.02. Sheets of iron or steel or of 
these metals rolled with silicone, even with 
circular inside or outside cut, used in 
frames, rotors, or stators of electric motors, 
provided each sheet weighs up to 25 grams 
separately even when all are joine to- 

ether: 8 pesos per gross kilogram and 

5 percent. (New classification.) 

742.11.03. Lids, boxes, or covers for elec- 
tric motors, up to 100 millimeters in diam- 
eter or weighing up to 500 grams: 8 pesos 
per gross kilogram and 25 percent. (New 
classification. ) 


Effective November 6 


664.00.00. Natural or cultivated pearls: 
Those not meeting conditions of article 2 
{article 2 of a decree of July 15, 1957, which 

rovides preferential treatment to such items 
mported through a banking institution des- 
ignated by the Ministry of Finance and for 
which import permit is obtained from that 
Ministry], 3 pesos per net gram and 1(W 

reent; those meeting conditions of article 

, 40 percent (formerly all dutiable at 32 
pesos, and 100 percent). 

664.02.02. Uncyt garnets: Those not meet- 
ing conditions ‘of article 2, 0.15 peso per 
ne ram and 15 percent; those meeting 
conditions of article 2, 12 percent (formerly 
all dutiable at 0.15 peso and 15 percent). 

664.03.00. Uneut synthetic or reconstituted 
stones: Those not meeting conditions of 
article 2, 0.15 pesos per net gram and 15 

ercent; those ees conditions of article 

. 12 percent (formerly all dutiable at 0.15 
peso and 15 percent). 

664.04.00. Cut emeralds. Those not meeting 
conditions of article 2, 250 pesos per net 
gram and 100 percent; those meeting condi- 
tions of article 2, 40 percent (formerly all 
dutiable at 25@ pesos and 100 percent). 

664.04.01. Cut diamonds: Those not meet- 
ing conditions of article 2, 250 pesos pe! 
net gram and 100 percent; those meeting 
conditions of article 2, 40 percent (former! 
all dutiable at 250 pesos and 100 percent). 

664.04.02. Cut rubies: Those not meeting 
conditions of article 2, 60 pesos per net gram 
and 100 percent; those meeting conditions 
of article 2, 40 percent (formerly all dutiable 
at 60 pesos ont 100 percent). 

664.04.03. Cut sapphires: Those not meeting 
conditions of article 2, 60 pesos per net graim 
and 100 percent; those meeting conditions of 
article 2, 40 percent (formeriy all dutiable 
at 60 sos and 100 percent). 

664.05.02. Cut garnets: Those not meeting 
conditions of article 2, 18 pesos per net 
gram and 100 percent; those meeting condi- 
tions of article 2, 40 percent (formerly al! 
dutiable of 18 pesos and 100 percent). 

664.06.00. Cut synthetic or reconstituted 
stones whose — perimeter divided by 
the factor 3.1416 measures up to 10 mil- 
limeters: Those not meeting conditions cf 
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article 2, 18 pesos per net gram and 100 
percent; those meeting conditions of article 
5 40 percent (formerly all dutiable at 18 
pesos and 100 percent). 

664.06.01. Cut’ synthetic or reconstituted 
stones whose | nent permiter divided by 
the factor 3.1416 measures over 10 millimeters; 
those not meeting conditions of article 2, 
i8 pesos per net gram and 100 percent; 
those meeting conditions of article 2, 
percent (formerly all dutiable at 18 pesos 
and 100 percent). 

762.00.46. Stoppers, retainers, or seals for 
oil of grease, identified as exclusively for 
use in motor vehicles: 0.50 peso per legal 
kilogram and 15 percent. (New classification; 
no change in duty.) 


Effective November 11 


851.02.99. Handbags, wallets, or purses of 
sheets of plastic materials or synthetic resins, 
even with frames of any kind, parts of 
fabrics whose fibers are not visible on the 
outside, or lined imside with fabrics of 
any fiber, weighing up to 1 kilogram.each 
not elsewhere specified: 20 pesos per legal 
kilogram and 100 percent (formerly 12 pesos 
and 100 percent). 

862.00.99. Lamps for illumination, of any 
kind, not elsewhere specified: 5 pesos per 
legal kilogram and 80 percent (formerly 
1.50 pesos and 65 percent). 

870.00.95. Furniture of fine wood, cushioned, 
not elsewhere specified: 15 pesos per legal 
kilogram and 100 percent (formerly 8 pesos 
and i00 percent). 

870.00.96. Furniture of fine wood, not cush- 
ioned, not elsewhere 7 ema 15 pesos. per 
legal kilogram and 1 percent (formerly 
8 pesos and 100 percent). 

870.00.97. Furniture of ordinary wood, cush- 
ioned, not elsewhere specified: 15 pesos per 
legal kiologram and 100 percent (formerly 
6 pesos and 100 percent). 

870.00.98. Furniture of ordinary wood, not 
cushioned, not elsewhere specified: 15 pesos 
per legal kilogram and 100 percent (formerly 
6 pesos and 100 percent). 

70.00.99. Furniture of fine or ordinary 

wood, not elsewhere specified, gilded, sil- 
vered, or bronzed, or having metal orna- 
ments, inlays, or cloth containing silk, even 
with skin: 15 pesos per legal kilogram and 
100 percent (formerly 8 pesos and 100 per- 
cent). 
870.01.97. Aluminum furniture, not else- 
where specified: 10 pesos per gross kilogram 
and 100 percent (formerly 4 pesos and 65 
percent). 

870.01.98. Iron or steel furniture weighing 
up to 20 kilograms, not elsewhere specified: 
5 pesos per legal kilograms and 100 percent 
tormenn, © peso and 100 percent). 

870,01.99. Iron or steel furniture weighing 
over 20 kilograms, not elsewhere specified: 
2 pesos per legal kilogram and 80 percent 
(formerly 0.50 peso and 75 percent). 
8380.03.98. Levels, not elsewhere specified: 
0.05 peso per legal kilogram and 5 percent 
(formerly 0.08 peso and 2 percent). 
882.00.96. Cameras weighing over 1 kilo- 
gram and up to 5 kilograms each, not else- 
where specified: 2.50 pesos per legal kilogram 
and 15 percent (formerly 1.25 pesos and 8 
percent). 

882.00.97. Cameras weighing up to 1 kilo- 
gram each, not elsewhere specified: 3 pesos 
per gross kilogram and 30 percent (formerly 
2.50 pesos and 25 percent). 

882.00.98. Cameras weighing over 5 and 
up to 100 kilograms each, not elsewhere 
specified: 1.25 pesos ag ay kilograms and 
10 percent (formerly 1. pesos and 
percent). 

885.02.99. Bands for wristwatches, of other 
materials, even with gilded or silvered parts, 
not elsewhere specified: 40 pesos per legal 
kilogram and 80 percent (formerly 35 pesos 
and 70 percent). 

886.00.99. Table or wall clocks of any kind, 
not elsewhere specified: 3 pesos each and 
60 percent (formerly 2 pesos and 25 percent). 

890.00.99. Automatic musical instruments of 
any kind, not elsewhere specified: 0.30 peso 
per legal kilogram and 30 percent (formerly 
0.30 peso and 20 percent). 

892.07.99. Nonrubber balls of any kind: 
25 peso per legal kilogram and 10 percent 
formerly 0.20 peso and 7 percent). 

894.00.99. Mechanical apparatus of any 
kind for public amusement, not elsewhere 
specified: 0.20 peso per legal kilogram and 
0 percent (formerly 0.20 peso and 40 

recent). 

894.08.98. Dolls of any material, not else- 
where specified, not dressed, of any kind: 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Declaration License 


Abolished by BLEU 


In connection with the recently re- 
ported revision of Belgium-Luxem- 
bourg’s foreign-trade licensing controls, 
the declaration license was abolished, 
effective October 1. 

Inasmuch as licenses are required for 
only a limited number of commodities, 
most commodities imported into or ex- 
ported from Belgium-Luxembourg are 
subject only to the ordinary customs 
documentation. 


Such documentation now includes, as 
appropriate, an avis d’importation (no- 
tice of importation) or an avis d’ex- 
portation (notice of exportation) for 
the purpose of informing the Belgium- 
Luxembourg Foreign Exchange Institute 
of completed transactions. These spe- 
cial notices will not be required for 
transactions involving a value not ex- 
ceeding 10,000 francs, or $200. 

Revision of BLEU’s licensing controls 


was reported in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, October 28, 1957, page 5. 





Guatemala Puts Paperboard 
Items Under Import Control 


Guatemala announced on November 
7 that prior permits are required from 
the Ministry of Economy for import 
into the country of paperboard in the 
following import tariff classifications: 

473-4-0-1. Gray paperboard, glazed or not, 
and paperboard of dirty yellow straw color. 

473-4-0-3. Paperboard not elsewhere spe- 
cifled, and bristol board of mechanical wood 
pulp. with or without paper backing on one 
or both sides. 


473-4-0-4. Paperboard and bristol board of 
chemical wood pulp of natural manila color. 

This measure, which went into effect 
on October 8, was taken to protect 
Guatemalan production of such items. 
Prices of the Guatemalan products may 
not be altered without authorization 
from the Ministry of Economy.—El 
Guatemalteco, November 7, 1957. 





investment in 
PARAGUAY 


conditions and outlook 
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65 cents 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


India Gets U.S. S.R. 
Public Projects Loan 


The U.S.S.R. will provide India with 
a credit equivalent to $126 million to 
purchase machinery and equipment for 
five new large industrial projects in the 
public sector, under terms of an agree- 
ment signed by the two countries. 


Deliveries are to begin in 1959 and 
are expected to be completed by 1961. 
Repayment is to begin 1 year after de- 
livery of the entire equipment for one 
project, and not upon delivery of each 
item as shipped. It will be in 12 equal 
annual installments with an _ interest 
rate of 2% percent. 


Following are the allocations, m mil- 
lions of dollars, for the projects: Heavy- 
machinery-building plant, with 45,000- 
ton annual capacity, and mining ma- 
chinery project, 30,000-ton annual ca- 
pacity, $55.6; Neiveli power plant, 250,- 
000-kilowatt capacity, $33.6; Korba coal 
field development, $16.8; optical glass 
plant, 50-ton capacity, and ophthalmic 
glass plant, 250-ton capacity, $1.8. These 
projects involve a sum of $107.8 million; 
the balance of $18.2 million reportedly 
will be used as a cushion against rises 
in prices of the industrial equipment 
supplied. The annual rate of price in- 
crease is presently estimated at 7% 
percent. 

This credit is the second the U.S.S.R. 
has extended to India. The first 
amounted to about $130 million for con- 
struction of a steel plant in Bhilai. 


The new agreemnt also provides for 
an additional ruble credit if the present 
amount proves inadequate for carrying 
out the foregoing projects. 


New Exchange Rate for Some 
Nicaraguan Export Proceeds 


Proceeds from Nicaraguan exports of 
the following products are now con- 
verted at the official buying rate of 
7 cordobas to the dollar: Cotton, balsam, 
bananas, cacao, coconuts, certain gums, 
rubber, ipecac root, rice, sesame, corn, 
beans, castor beans, and products man- 
ufactured in the country. 


Formerly proceeds from exports of 
these and other Nicaraguan products 
were converted at the rate of 6.60 
cordobas to the dollar with the ex- 
ception of cotton, for which there was 
a sliding scale of conversion rates 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, January 
28, 1957, p. 7). 

The new rates for the products listed 
became effective October 31.—Diario 
Oficial, October 31, 1957. 





Swissair has started a regular weekly 


export service of beef from Buenos 
Aires to Zurich, Switzerland, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 








WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Foreign Governments Invite Bids 





Diesel Engines, Films, Ploughs, 
Typewriters Wanted Overseas 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Belgian Congo 


Films and radiographic products, 
estimated value $65,384; bids invited 
until January 3 by the Conseil des 
Adjudications du Gouvernement Gen- 
eral, Batiment Administratif, Pierre 
Ryckmans and-Martin Rutten ‘Avenue, 
Leopoldville. : 

Specification No. 88-722-57 may be 
obtained from the Comptable des Fi- 
nances du Gouvernement General, Bati- 
ment Administratif, Leopoldville. In- 
formation may be obtained from the 
Section des Approvisionnements Medi- 
caux de la Teme Direction Generale, 
Leopoldville. 


Ceylon 


Sterile distilled water, 500,000 am- 
poules; bids invited until February 11 
by the Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Health, Colombo. Tender forms 
now are available at the Embassy of 
Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington, D, C. This trade lead was 
reported in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
December 2, page 11. 


Greece 


Bean seed, 22 metric tons (20 tons 
Contender variety, 2 tons Seminole 
variety); bids invited until December 
20 by the Agricultural Bank of Greece, 
Permanent Supplies Committee, 23 El. 
Venizelos Street, Athens.* 

Creosote, 50 tons, for treating wood 
poles; bid deadline January 4. Ploughs, 
30; control and regulating apparatus 
for pumps, 3; electric welding sets, 7; 
electric furnace, 1; January 14, Diesel 
engines, 6, to be mounted on pick-up 
trucks; January 8. Bids invited by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Athens, 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the Greek Foreign Trade 
Administration, 1028 Connecticut Ave- 
nue N.W., Suite 714, Washington, D. C. 


Excavators, 58; tractors, 40; bids 
invited until December 28 by the Greek 
Army General Staff, 21 Fr. Roosevelt 
Street, Athens. 

Paper, various kinds; bids invited 
until January 3 by the State Procure- 

o 
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ment Service, 56 El. Venizelos Avenue, 
Athens, 

Developer powder, 1,550 boxes; fixing 
salt, 1,600 boxes; bids invited until 
January 9 by the Social Insurance 
Institute, 19 Hippocratous Street, 
Athens. 


Garbage trucks, 15; street watering 
trucks, 15; bids invited until January 14 
by the Municipality of Athens, Athens. 

Dictaphone tape; bids invited until 
January 4 by the National Broadcasting 
Institute, 1 Parnassou Street, Athens. 

Deep-well pumping units, 4; bids 
invited until January 3 by the Water 
Supply Organization of Salonika, 80 
Alexander the Great Street, Salonika. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the Greek Foreign Trade 
Administration, 1029 Connecticut Ave- 
nue N.W., Washington, D, C.* 


India 


Water electrolyzer plant for produc- 
ing and bottling hydorgen and oxygen 
gases, specification No, PE-Spec.-33; 
bids invited until January 9 by the 
Controller of Purchase and Stores, 
Damodar Valley Corporation, Anderson 
House, Alipore, Calcutta 27. 

Copies of the specifications may be 


had from that authority for $2.10 a 
set.* 


Fire-fighting equipment (fire pump), 
specification No. PE-Spec-34; bids in- 
vited until January 16 by the Controller 
of Purchase and Stores, Damodar Valley 
Corporation, Anderson House, Alipore, 
Calcutta 27. 

Specifications may be had from the 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington, D. C., 
for $1.70 a set.* 


Iran 
Steel files, 2,000, various; bids invited 


until January 5 by the Armament De- 
partment, Imperial [Iranian Army, 
Tehran.* 


Laboratory equipment, 700 items; bids 
invited until January 21 by the Iranian 
Military College, Tehran. 

Broadcast transmitters, 2, 100-killo- 
watt medium-wave; bids invited until 
January 30 by the Ministry of Ports, 
Telephones, and Telegraph, Tehran.* 





Malayan Handicraft 
Markets Sought in U. S. 


The Rural Industrial Development 
Authority (RIDA), in Malaya, a semi- 
autonomous Government agency seek- 
ing to promote the welfare of citizens 
living in remote and backward areas of 
the country, plans to set up an Arts 
and Crafts Association of the Federa- 
tion of Malaya to operate initially as a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the Author- 
ity, according to the U. S. Embassy in 
Kuala Lumpur, When the association 
becomes a going venture, RIDA hopes 
to withdraw from this field, selling off 
its shares to the public. 

Serious consideration is being given 
to a handicraft exhibition at the Sev- 
enth Washington State International 
Trade Fair, at which time they will 
exhibit, among other items, the follow- 
ing: Hand-woven silk sarongs and piece 
goods with gold and silver thread de- 
signs; hand crafted silverware, consist- 
ing of bowls, serving pieces, curios and 
jewelry in filagree, nielloware and con- 
ventional embossed design; native straw 
(pandan) items such as bowls, baskets, 
handbags, and mats in various colors 
and designs; pictures made of rice 
straw on silk and cotton fabric bases 
showing variou’ characteristic Malayan 
scenes. 

Samples of these items are currently 
available and a catalog, being prepared, 
is expected to be ready early next year. 

For complete details concerning this 
handicraft, interested parties are in- 
vited to write to N. G, Ufong, Publicity 
and Marketing Officer, Rural and Indus- 
trial Development Authority, 15 Clarke 
Street, Kuala Lumpur. 





Woodworking machinery, 2, bid dead- 
line January 15; hot-water coils, 36, and 
metalworking machinery, 12 items, 
January 17; bids invited by the Iranian 
Government Tobacco Monoply, Tehran.* 

Paper and glue-backed aluminium 
foil, 8,000 bobhins; cellophane, 5,000 
bobbins; tear strip, 900 bobbins, red 
colored; solvent for cellophane, 250 kilo- 
grams, bids invited until January 24 
by the Iranian Tobacco Monopoly, 
Tehran, 

Specifications and conditions of tender 
may be obtained from the Embass} 


of Iran, 3005 Massachusetts Avenue 
N.W., Washington, D, C, 

Iraq 

Supply, delivery, erection, and su- 


pervision of operation of cabling (up 
to 33-kilovolt), lighting, and accessories 
for Basrah power project contract No. 
14; bids invited until March 3 by the 
Ministry of Development, Baghdad, Ful! 
information regarding this tender ma) 
be obtained from the Embassy of Iraq, 
(Continued on page 11) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





NATO Airfield Work 
In Turkey Planned 


A project in Turkey, estimated to cost 
over $460,000, has been opened to U. S. 
bidders Under the international com- 
petitive bidding procedure of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
reported. 

The project calls for construction of 
flight line bunkers and runway controls 
at 11 NATO infrastructure airfields. 


Firms wanting to bid on this work 
must express their interest by Decem- 
ber 20, and submit completed qualifica- 
tion forms by December 27 to the 
Bureau of Airport and POL Construc- 
tion, Public Works Ministry, Ankara. 
The qualification forms are available on 
request from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to 
BFC’s Trade Development Division, as 
described in the brochure on the NATO 
program available from that Division, 





Egypt Invites Tenders on 
Transformer Stations 


The Director General, Mechanical and 
Electrical Department, Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works, Cairo, invites tenders until 
February 5 for the supply and erection 
of. transformer stations and distribu- 
tion system and their high- and low- 
tension underground cables for the 
petroleum refinery at Suez. 

Bids must be submitted through an 
agent established in Egypt and must 
be accompanied by a provisional de- 
posit of 2 percent of the value of the 
contract. 

A set of tender documents containing 
technical conditions, specifications and 
drawings is available on‘loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D.C, 





Diesel Engines ... 


(Continued from page 10) 
2135 Wyoming Avenue N.W., Washing- 
ton, D. C, 

Typewriters, 250, Arabic and English; 
bids invited until January 1 by the 
President for the Central Foreign Pur- 
chase Committee, Ministry of Finance, 
Baghdad. Terms and specifications may 
be obtained from that authority for 
$1.40 a set.* 


New Zealand 

Circuit breakers, 21, contract No. 331, 
bid deadline February 8; and trans- 
former bank and spare unit, 1, con- 
tract No. 332, March 4. Bids invited 
by the Secretary, Tenders Committee, 
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State Hydro-Electric Department, Well- 
ington, . 

Plans and specifications are available 
for review at the office of the New 
Zealand Government Trade Commis- 
sioner, 1145 19th Street N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C, 


Uruguay 

Steam power generator, turboalterna- 
tor, and accessories; bids invited until 
February 12 by the National Admins- 
tration of Fuel, Alcohol, and Portland 
Cement (ANCAP), Casilla De Correo 
1090, Montevideo, 


Only firms legally established in 
Uruguay may participate in public bids. 
Interested U. S. firms should bid 
through their Urguayan agent or repre- 
sentative.* ‘ 


lraq Ministry Invites Bids 
For Two Textile Mills 


The Iraq Development Board and 
Ministry of Development invite tenders 
until January 18 for the supply, erec- 


tion, installation, and putting into opera- 
tion of a wool spinning plant at Sulai- 
maniya and a cotton spinning plant at 
Shahrazoor. 


Tender documents may be obtained 
from the Director General of Legal 
Affairs, Ministry of Development, Bagh- 
dad, at $5.60 a set for each project. The 
bids must be accompanied by a provi- 
sional deposit of $2,800. 


Bid documents, including terms, spe- 
cifications, and drawings for each proj- 
ect are available on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


. 








Spain Wants Information 
On Making Cellulose 


The Empresa Nacional de Celulosas 
de Motril, S.A., Velazquez 36, Madrid, 
desires technical and economic data in 
order to install in Motril, near Granada, 
a factory for the production of cellulose 
and paper from sugar bagasse. 

U. S. \firms interested in furnishing 
such information or suitable machinery 
may write to that organization for 
further details. 
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From U. S$. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices, or from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. $. Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, 
Do. S}. & 
















Mozambique Wants 
» Locomotives, Cranes 


Bids are invited until February 5 on 
six shunting locomotives and_ until 
March 3 on six electric cranes, by the 
Armazens Gerais dos Servicos dos 
Portos, Caminhos de Ferro e Trans- 
portes (Office of the General Store- 
keeper, Mozambique Harbors Railways 
and Transport Services), Lourenco Mar- 
ques, Mozambique, Africa. 

The locomotives must be diesel or 


steam, diesel preferred, for operation on 
Lourenco Marques’ 3-foot 6-inch gage 
railway system. The electric cranes are 
three 5-ton and one 10-ton for the port 
of Lourenco Marques and on 5-ton and 
one 10-ton for the port of Beira. All 
are double portico types. 


Bid documents including bidding con- 
ditions, terms, plans and specifications 
may be obtained from the Treasury, 
Mozambique Harbors, Railways and 
Transport Services, Lourenco Marques, 
for $3.50 a set for the locomotive tender 
and $2.10 a set for the crane tender. 


A set of each of these bid documents, 
in Portuguese, is available on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
> & 





lraq Board Invites Bids 
For Drainage Project 


Tenders are invited until December 
24 by the Iraq Development Board and 
Ministry of Development for construc- 
tion of Mussaib Drainage Scheme struc- 
tures consisting of 6 drain culverts, 12 
outfall culverts, and 1 aqueduct. 


Bids must be accompanied by a pro- 
visional deposit of $8,400. Tender 
dacuments may be obtained from the 
Director General of Legal Affairs and 
Contracts, Ministry of Development, 
Baghdad, for $56 a set. 

A copy of conditions of tenders and 
instruction to tenderers is available on 
loan from Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D.C. 


Bid Documents Available 


Specifications, general conditions, and 
drawings for the Riyadh sewerage proj- 
ect in Saudi Arabia are available on 
loan from the Trade Development Divi- 
sion Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
a0, DD. ©. 

The deadline for submitting bids on 
the project is January 20, 1958, 

The invitation to bid was reported in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, October 21, 
page 9, 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES | 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 
Akcoholic Beverages 


France 

Madame Boireau-Badoures (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Chateau Latre- 
zotte, Barsac, Gironde, wishes to export 
direct or through agent approximately 
20,000 liters of very good quality 
Bordeaux white wines, classified and 
vintage qualities, under the name Cha- 
teau Latrezotte and Haut-Barsac- 
Sauternes. 


Benoit Serres & Ses Fils (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 44-50 rue des 
Recollets, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
liqueurs under the names Creme de 
Noix Serres (walnut cordial), Guignolet 
Serki, and others; also fruits of all types 
packed in liqueur; maraschino cherries, 
blackberries, etc.; and ecerdials and 
syrups in lemon and other flavors. 
Offered in standard glass bottles, in 
earthenware containers, and also in 
fancy containers or bottles. Illustrated 
leaflets and pricelist available.* 


Italy 

Stabilimenti CEA Bonomelli (pro- 
ducer, exporter), Via Imbonati 3, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
liqueurs and syrups. Illustrated and 
descriptive leaflets in Italian available.* 


Cotton Waste 


Pakistan 

S. Fazalilahi & Sons (importer of 
textiles and yarn; producer, wholesaler, 
exporter of cotton waste; exporter of 
piece goods), 30 Moolji Jetha Market, 
Karachi 2, wishes to export preferably 
direct but will consider through agent 
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300 bales- (9 cu. ft.) of 400 lbs. each 
monthly of cotten waste (willow drop- 
pings). 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft 
Egypt 


Hassan Mohamed Hassan (wholesaler, 
exporter), El Zahra St., Osiris Bldg., 
Kasr el Doubara, Cairo, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent Egyptian 
handicraft and curios including hand- 
bags, hassocks, brassware, and jewelry. 
Catalog available.* 


India 


The Nationa] Small Industries Corpo- 
ration (Private), Ltd. (a State enter- 
prise—under the Ministry of Commerce 
and, Industry, New Delhi—exporting 
shoes, locks, crockery, sewing machines, 
cycles and parts, and paints and var- 
nishes), 5-E Rani Jhansi Road, New 
Delhi, wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of glass beads 
and plastic; also glass and lac bangles. 


Tunisia 
Etablissements G. Di Stefano, 31 ave- 


nue. Bourguiba, Tunis, wishes to export 
Italian glass products—objets d'art. 


Electrical Appliances 
Israel 


Venta, Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter), 
Industrial Zone, Ramat Gan, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 200 to 
500 reversible ventilating window fans, 
using 52 w., 1,300 r.p.m.—12 in. blade, 
all plastic, replacing 62,000 cu. ft. air 
per hour. Illustrated and descriptive 
pamphiet available.* 


_ World-Trade Directory 3 
Reports Available ~ 


-_ World Trade Directory reports © 
' on private foreign firms or indi- 
* viduals mentioned in the World 
Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
* portunities departments of For- 
= eign Commerce Weekly are avail- © 
® able to qualified U. S. firms—or } 
p will be prepared on request— | 
» through the Commercial Intelli- @ 
* gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
= Commerce, U. S. Department of ; 
® Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
© for $1 each. The reports also may ¢ 
= be obtained through the Depart- # 
> ment’s Field Offices. 
4 Requests for these reports | 
* should include the names and @ 
' addresses of the firms or indi- 3 
. viduals. # 
* The information given in a @ 
- World Trade Directory report © 
- usually includes lines of goods © 
» handled, operation methods, size © 
| of business, capital, sales volume, © 
trade and financial reputation, and ; 
other pertinent busimess informa- 
tion. 
























Foodstuffs 
Italy 


Giovanni Colombo, S.p.a. (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Pavia, wishes to export 
direct or through regional agents except 
in the States of California, New York, 
Massachusetts, and Illinois where firm 
is already represented, typical Italian 
cheeses. Descriptive sheet available.* 
Tunisia 

Domaine de Tl Enfida, Enfidaville, 
wishes to export fresh asparagus. 

Aly Er-Rais, 14 rue Amiral Courbet, 
Menzel Bourguiba, wishes to export 
olive oil, dried vegetables such as peas 
and beans, and Tunisian canned goods, 
including arissa and ganasuia. 

Sacot S.A., 23 rue des Glacieres, 
Tunis, wishes to export canned sardines. 

Tahar Triki, 19 rue des Ramparts, 
Sousse, wishes to export olive oil. 


Gloves 

Italy 

Guantificio Pagano & C. (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), 8 Via 


Berthollet, Turin, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
of high-quality leather gloves for sport, 
industrial, and military purposes, and 
leather sport caps. 


Iron Oxide 
Colombia 

Dr. Francisco Lopez Hoyos (mine! 
and exporter), Calle 45, No. 19-44, 


Bogota, wishes to export direct 100 tons 
monthly of iron oxide, particularly to 
chemical processing and paint manu- 
facturing plants, Chemical analysis 
available.* 


Jewelry 
Tunisia 

J. Berdah, 11 rue du 4eme. Chasseurs 
d’Afrique, Tunis, wishes to export direct 
or through agent oriental silver jewelry. 


Jute Products 
India 


The Hessian & Gunny Traders (ex- 
port merchant handling burlaps and 
bags of all description), 43 Strand Road, 
Calcutta 7, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 300 to 600 bales monthly 
of jute manufactures. 


Leather 
India 

I. Abdul Hafeez & Co. (export mer- 
chant handling. hides, skins, and 
leather), 146 Lower Chitpur Road, Cal- 
cutta 1, wishes to export direct large 
quantities of full chrome leather. 


Metal Products 
Morocco 

Etablissements Riad Sahyoun (manu- 
facturer), rue du Sergent Jean-Baptiste 
Noyez, Casablanca, wishes to export di- 
rect 7 to 10 metric tons annually o! 
ornamental wrought iron and copper 
‘work, 
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Sports Goods 
India 

The National Small Industries Corpo- 
ration (Private), Ltd. (a State enter- 
prise—under the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry, New Delhi—exporting 
shoes, locks, crockery, sewing machines, 
cycles and parts, and paints and var- 
nishes), 5-E Rani Jhansi Road, New 
Delhi, wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of sports goods, 
including tennis rackets, hockey sticks, 
bats, footballs, volley balls, etc.; also 
chess and draughts. 


Spraying Equipment 
England 


Hivolt, Ltd. (manufacturer, exporter 
of generators and electrostatic equip- 
ment), 91-93 Princedale Road, Holland 
Park, London, W. 11, wishes to export 
direct or through agent electrostatic 
flock spraying equipment for applying 
short fibers to a variety of materials to 
produce an artificial suede effect, De- 
scriptive brochure available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Abrasives 


Netherlands 

Danpoort N.V. (importer, wholesaler, 
exporter of technical felts and coated 
abrasive paper and cloth; manufacturer 
of felts and abrasive belts and discs), 
75 Wijnhaven, Rotterdam, wishes to 
purchase direct coated and abrasive 
paper and cloth, 





Aeronautical Equipment 

Tunisia 

Official Post Office Administration 
(P.T.T.), rue d’Angleterre, Tunis, is in- 
terested in purchasing a _ helicopter 
capacity 5 or 6 passengers and 1,000 
kilograms mail or freight. Correspond- 
ence should be addressed to Ghaouti 
Mekki, Chef de 1l’Administration Cen- 
trale des P.T.T, 


Amusement Park Equipment 
Belgium 

SOCOPARK (Societe Cooperative des 
Luna Parks a |'Exposition Universelle 
de Bruxelles de 1958) (cooperative for 
the Luna parks at the Brussels 1958 
exhibition), 21 Plattesteen, Brussels, 
wishes to purchase direct all kinds of 
coin operated vending machines and all 
kinds of automatic games and novelties 
for use in amusement parks, 


Automotive Ec.uipment 
Israel 


El] Saker, Ltd. (importing distributor 
and manufacturers’ agent of technical 
supplies and eqtfiipment, tools and ma- 
chinery), 33 Atzmaut Road, Haifa, 
wishes to purchase direct garage tools 
and equipment, including handtools, 
greasing equipment, cleaning and de- 
greasing ‘equipment, valve regrinders, 
and various performance testers—pro- 
portional quantities in total amount of 
$20,000, 


Chemical Products 
Netherlands 


F. Reymers (importing distributor- 
commission merchant), 251 Benoorden- 
houtseweg, The Hague, wishes to pur- 
chase direct chemical products for 
manufacturing industries, particularly 
Stearin and other by-products from the 
oil and fat industry; also, synthetic 
resins, 

Tunisia 

Mohamed Ben Khalifat, 2 rue de Mar- 
seille, Tunis, wishes to purchase direct 
chemicals and raw pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts, especially butyl alcohol, isoniazid, 
and P.A.S, 


Foodstuffs 


Austria 

Otto Engel, Vieh-und Fleischagentur 
(wholesaler of livestock and slaughtered 
animals, meat and meat products, and 
lard; manufacturer of lard, meat prod- 
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ucts, canned meat; importer of lard, 
frozen meat, and livestock such as hogs 
and cattle), 35 Simmeringer Haupt- 
strasse, Vienna XI, wishes to purchase 
direct lard and frozen meat, 


Netherlands 


N.V. Preservenbedrijf (importer of 
raw materials for fruit and vegetable 
preserving industry; producer, exporter 
of dried and canned fruits and vege- 
tables), 158 Haagweg, Breda, wishes to 
purchase direct quick-cooking (instant) 
rice. 


Industrial Machinery 
Germany 


Wilh, Werhahn (importer, manufac- 
turer, banker), Neuss a, Rhein, wishes 
to purchase direct hydraulic control 
elements and cylinders for high pres- 
sure for the mining industry. 


India 


Modi Sugar Mills, Ltd. (manufacturer 
of sugar, hydrogenated oil, stearic acid, 
compressed omygen, soaps, cosmetics, 
paints and varnishes, hurricane lanterns, 
textiles, rayon silk, tents, and hosiery), 
Modinagar (Merrut), U.P., wishes to 
purchase direct a complete manufactur- 
ing plant for the manufacture of snap 
fasteners. 

Shri Shakti Trading Co, (importer 
of machinery and raw materials for 
own use; manufacturer of cotton and 
paper covered copper wires and strips, 
hard drawn and annealed copper wires 
and strips), Bansilal Motilal Mansions, 
22 Apollo St., Bombay 1, desires to pur- 
chase direct, on suitable deferred pay- 
ment basis, plant and machinery for 
the manufacture of superenameled wires 
of 14 to 45 S.W.G.; capacity of plant 
should be 1 long ton daily of 3 shifts. 


Israel 

El Saker, Ltd. (importing distributor 
and manufacturers’ agent of technical 
supplies and equipment, tools and ma- 
chinery), 33 Atzmaut Road, Haifa, 
wishes to purchase direct 2 units each 
of 2, 3, 6, and 8-ton electric hoists; 5 
units of welding generators 300 a. elec- 
trically driven; 3 units welding genera- 
tors diesel driven; 10 units various 
lathes; 3 units radial drilling machines; 
3 units shaping machines; 10 units por- 
table grinding machines; 30 units hand 
electric drilling machines of 6-, 12-, and 
25-mm, capacity; 

Gasoline, diesel, or electricially driven 
forklift trucks as follows: 5 units each 
of 1- and 2-ton capacity, and 3 units 
each of 3- and 5-ton capacity; 2 units 
each of gasoline- or diesel-driven moblie 
cranes of 6- and 12-ton capacity; and 6 
units of gasoline- or diesel- driven indus- 
trial tractors of 90-ton drawing capac- 
ity; also, seeks agency for material- 
handling equipment. 

Pakistan, West 

Bhandari Oil Mills (manufacturer 
of cottonseed oil and cakes; importer 
of dyes, cottonseed oils, caustic soda, 
chemicals, machinery), Railway Road, 
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Gujrat, wishes to purchase direct delint- 
ing machines without condensor and 
electric motor—141 and 174 saw for use 
in oi] mill. 

International Flour & General Mills 
(importer of machinery, soda caustic, 
belting, and spare parts of machinery; 
manufacturer of cottonseed oil, oil cake, 
soap, ice and sugar cane crushing ma- 
chines), Post Box 48, Tariq Abad, Lyall- 
pur, wishes to purchase direct the fol- 
lowing: 1 vertical boiler size 5’ x 12’; 2 
cottonseed delinting machines; and 1 
250-hp. electric motor a.c. slipring com- 
plete. 

Water Power Engineering Co. (Regd) 
(importer of pig iron, bronze, ballbear- 
ings, graphite, belting, electric motors; 
manufacturer of centrifugal pumps, high 
pressure pumps, hydraulic presses, fire 
bricks), Gandhi St., Gandhi Park, 
Lahore Cantonment, wishes to purchase 
direct machinery for the manufacture 
of: China clay electric insulators, ca- 
pacity 1,000 pieces per 8-hour shift; and 
graphite crucibles, capacity 100 pieces 
per 8-hour shift. 

Syria 

Nabih Ramadan (planning to start a 
cotton sterilizing plant), P. O. Box No. 
2452, Damascus, wishes to purchase 
direct complete plant for sterilizing and 
packing cotton for medical purpose— 
capacity 1,000 to 1,500 kg. daily. 
Tunisia 

Etablissements Dalmas & Co., 71 
Ave. de Carthage, Tunis, wishes to pur- 
chase 2- to 5-hp. diesel engines to add 
to pumps for irrigation units. 

Maurice I. Nizard, 7 rue de Corinthe, 
Tunis, wishes to purchase from U. S. 
manufacturers caraway seed cleaning 
machines; also, ice cream cone machin- 
ery. 


Pharmaceuticals 


Tunisia 

Charles Attal, 47 rue de Marseille, 
Tunis, wishes to purchase from U. S. 
manufacturers large quantities of phar- 
maceuticals to be packaged and labeled 
in Tunisia. 


Precision Tools 


Israel 

El Saker, Ltd. (importing distributor 
and manufacturers’ agent of technical 
supplies and equipment, tools, and ma- 
chinery), 33 Atzmaut Road, Haifa, 
wishes to purchase direct precision tools 
as follows: 100 units of various microm- 
eters, including inside, dial, and depth; 
30 units of dial gages; 200 units of vari- 
out calipers; 100 units of industrial 
therometers; 25 units of thermoregula- 
tors; and 25 units of flowmeters—all 
measuring instruments should be divided 
in metric and English system. Also 
seeks agency for precision tools. 


Radio and Electronic Equipment 
Japan 
Sumitomo Shoji Kaisha, Ltd. (im- 


porting distributor and manufacturers’ 
agent), No. 2 Tori 1-Chome, Nihonbashi, 
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Mexico To Purchase 
Railway Equipment 


The National Railways of Mex- 
ico reportedly pian to spend about 
$60 million in 1958 for the pur- 
chase of equipment. 

Included in the list are rails 
and accessories, track machinery, 
electric signaling and general 
electrical service equipment, diesel 
locomotives, freight cars and~ ca- 
booses, and railway shop ma- 
chinery. 

Interested firms should address 
inquiries, preferably but not nec- 
essarily in Spanish, to the Na- 
tional Railways of Mexico, Bolivar 
19, Mexico, D.F. 











Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase 
direct radio frequency equipment and 
electric power parts, for use by the 
military. 
Radios 
Tunisia 

Etablissements S. Bouaziz, 8bis rue 
des Maltais, Tunis, wishes to purchase 
radios and tape recorders from U. S. 
manufacturers not presently represented 
in Tunis. 

Royal Confort, 5 rue de Belgique, 
Tunis, wishes to purchase unassembled 
radios for assembling in Tunisia. 


Sports Goods 


Tunisia 

Jules R. Sabban (manufacturers’ 
representative), 21 rue de Souk-Ahras, 
or P. O. Box 41, Tunis, wishes to pur- 
chase sports goods. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Air Conditioning Equipment 


Brazil 

Sociedade de Refrigeracao Aurea Ltda. 
(importing distributor, designer, manu- 
facturer, and installer of refrigerating 
and air-conditioning equipment), Rua 
Sao Francisco Xavier 451, Rio de Jan- 
eiro, seeks agency for air-conditioning 
equipment, such as compressors, con- 
densers, valves, and controls. 





Automotive Equipment, 
Accessories 


Colombia. 

Emanuel Rodriguez-Representaciones 
(manufacturers’ agent), Aptdo. Aereo 
No, 22-97, Cali, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of automotive equipment, 
spare parts and accessories, , 


Venezuela 

Montseratt C.A. (manufacturers’s 
agent), Edificio Halven, Esquina Mon- 
roy, or Aptdo. de! ce 4474, Caracas, 
seeks agency for an’ »motive spare parts 
and accessories. Correspondence in 
Spanish preferred. 


Building Materials 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 

F-R.N. Industrial & Commercial Agen- 
cies (manufacturers’ agent), No. 10 Vels 
Court, Avondale, Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia, seeks agency for building 


materials, builders’ hardware, tools, 
paints, and builders’ plant. 
Clothing Accessories 
Venezuela 
Morris Levis MOLTEX (importer, 


wholesaler of textiles of wool, syn- 
thetics, linen, and lining material), 5-2 
Solis a Camino Nuevo, Caracas, seeks 
agency for neckties. 


Electrical Supplies, Appliances 
Colombia 


Emanuel Rodriguez-Representaciones 
(manufacturers’ agent), Aptdo. Aereo 
No. 22-97, Cali, seeks agencies from 
U. S. manufacturers of aluminum elec- 
tric wire and cable; also, copper electric 
wire and cable. 


Veneuela 


Indus Service (manufacturers’ agent 
handling electronic and electrical mate- 
rial, and hardware), Edif, Ulimar 22-B, 
Avenida Chama y Cervantes, Colinas de 
Bello Monte, or Aptdo. 5096, Caracas, 
seeks agency for electrical material and 
supplies in general; also, material for 
electric power transmission. 

Montserrat C.A. (manufacturers’ 
agent), Edificio Halven, Esquina Mon- 
roy, or Aptdo. del Este 4474, Caracas, 
seeks agency for electrical supplies and 
appliances, 


Foodstuffs 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 


Coombe & Dewar (Pvt.), Ltd. (manu- 
facturers’ representative selling grocer- 
ies and pharmaceuticals), P. O. Bex 663, 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, seeks 
agency for grocery products, including 
biscuits, oats, breakfast cereals, peanut 
products, canned fruits, jams, spices, 
fruit juices, baking powder, and pud- 
dings. 

Switzerland 

SINTCO A.-G, (importing distributor, 
manufacturers’ agent, commission mer- 
chant handling animal products, food- 
stuffs, industrial products), 17 Toedistr., 
Zurich, seeks exclusive agency—and 
willing to buy certain products outright 
—for sheep and hog sausage casings; 
frozen eviscerated poultry; frozen rab- 
bits; pure refined chicken fat; frozen 0x 
tongues; calf sweetbreads; and sodium 
glutamate, 


Forest Products 
Italy 

Giacomo Seralvo & Figli (importing 
distributor), Via Como 70, Meda (Milan 
Province), seeks agency for logs and 
burls, including Douglas fir, pitch 
pine, red cedar, and black walnut logs 
and maple, walnut, and madrona burls. 
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General Merchandise 
Venezuela 


Montserrat C.A. (manufacturers’ 
agent), Edificio Halven, Esquina Mon- 
roy, or Aptdo. del Este 4474, Caracas, 
seeks agency for gift articles, household 
goods, and hardware, 


industrial Machinery and 

Equipment 
Tunisia 

Societe d’Industrie Moderne, Boule- 
vard des Martyrs, Sfax, wishes to act 
as importing representative for a U. S. 
manufacturer of small diesel engines of 
2, 3, and 4 hp., to be used.as irrigation 
pumping units; also, machines for mak- 
ing gaskets for automobile and sta- 
tionary engines. 

Societe Tunisienne Henri J. de Tabet 
(manufacturers’ agent for construction 
machinery), 25 Avenue Jean Jaures, 
Tunis, is interested in obtaining an 
agency for loaders. 

Venezuela 


Marco Tulio Paez (real estate dealer; 
planning to branch out into importing), 
Edificio La Francia, Oficina 310, Esquina 
Las Monjas, Caracas, wishes to obtain 
exclusive distribution of transparent 
plastic bottle caps and machinery for 
sealing bottles with same. 

South American Supply Co., S.A. (im- 
porting distributor and manufacturers’ 
agent), Edificio Pacifico, Calle Real de 
Sabana Grande, or Aptdo. del Este 
5163, Caracas, seeks agency for oilfield 
equipment. 


Iron and Steel 


Colombia 

Emanuel Rodriguez-Representaciones 
(manufactures agent), Aptdo. Aereo Na, 
22-97, Cali, seeks agency for hot-dipped 
zinc coated galvanized welded and 
seamless steel pipes of the following 
specifications: A.S.A., B2. 1-1945 and 
A.S.T.M. serial designation A-120.51; 





S. Africa Invites Bids 
For Locomotives 


Tenders for thesupply of loco- 
motives are invited until March 
28 by the Administration of South 
African Railways and Harbors, 
Johannesburg. 

Tender B6695 calls for diesel 
electric or diesel hydraulic loco- 
motives in the following quanti- 
ties: 115 -single-passenger, alter- 
natively 208 twin-passenger, alter- 
natively 115 single-goods. Tender 
B6695A calls for 21 light-type 


diesel-electric or diesel-hydraulic 
locomotives. ‘ 

Tenders B6695 and B6695A are 
available for review at. the South 
African Consulate, 655 Madison 
Aventie, New York, N.Y. 
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A.S.A., A21-10 of 1951 short body cast 
iron standard fittings; and standard 
malleable galvanized iron  fittings— 
American standard pipe thread, 


Venezuela 


South American Supply Co., C.A. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturers’ 
agent), Edificio Pacifico, Calle Real de 
Sabana Grande, or Aptdo. del Este 5163, 
Caracas, seeks agency for structural 
steel for construction purposes and use 
im heavy industry. 


Leather 
Switzerland 


SINTCO A.-G, (importing distributor, 
manufacturers’ agent, commission mer- 
chant handling animal products, food- 
stuffs, industrial products), 17 Toedistr., 
Zurich, seeks exclusive agency for 
leather of all kinds; also, neat’s-foot oil. 
Lighting Equipment 
Venezuela 

Indus Service (manufacturers’ agent), 
Edif. Ulimar-22B, Avenida Chama y 
Cervantes, Colinas de Bello Monte, or 
Aptdo. 5096, Caracas, seeks agency for 
aluminum towers and lighting equip- 
ment for floodlighting stadiums, air- 
ports, etc. 


Machinery 


Argentina 

Grenzdorfer Papel Co. S.R.L. (manu- 
facturers’ agent), Arcos 2340, Buenos 
Aires, seeks agency for all kinds of ma- 
chinery and cquipment for the paper 
industry and trade, especially paper 
manufacturing and processing machin- 
ery for making bags, envelopes, etc.; 
also printing presses, 


Medical and Dental Supplies 
Tunisia 

Maison Henri Pariente (manufac- 
turers’ agent), 13 rue Saint Charles, 
Tunis, seeks agency for manufacturers 
of medical and dental supplies. 


Paper and Paper Products ‘ 


Argentina 

Grenzdorfer Papel Co. S.R.L. (manu- 
turers’ agent), Arcos 2340, Buenos Aires, 
seeks agency for paper of all kinds, 
including newsprint and fine papers in 
general, 

Tunisia : 

Michel Saladino (sales agent handling 
stationery, paper and cardboard, print- 
ing machines), 41bis rue Courbet, Tunis, 
seeks exclusive agency in Tunisia for 
U. S. manufacturers of paper, card- 
board, stationery, and printing machines. 


Pharmaceuticals 

Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 
Coombe & Dewar (Pvt.), Ltd. (man- 

ufacturers’ representative), P. O. Box 

663, Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, seeks 

agency for pharmaceutical products. 


Phonographs and Records 


Venezuela , 
Fotolandia (commission merchant), 








Plaza Candelaria, Caracas, seeks agency 
for distribution of record players—high 
fidelity equipment — and phonograph 
records. 


Photographic Equipment 


Venetuela 

Fotolandia (commission merchant), 
Plaza Candelaria, Caracas, seeks agency 
for distribution of photographic equip- 
ment, including cameras and accessories, 
darkroom and studio equipment, and 8- 
mm. and 16-mm. movie equipment, 


Pipes, Metal 


Veneruela 

South American Supply Co, C.A. 
(importing distributor and manufactur- 
ers’ agent), Edificio Pacifico, Calle, 
Real de Sabana Grande, or Aptdo, del 
Este 5163, Caracas, seeks agency for 
all types and sizes of metal pipes. 


Surgical and Hospital Supplies 
And Equipment 


New Zealand 

Eldersiea Ethicals (indent agent), 
Howdens Bldgs., Farish St., Wellington, 
seeks agency for U. S. manufacturer of 
surgical supplies and hospital equip- 
ment. 


Textiles 


Canada 

George R. Gilpin (manufacturers’ 
agent), 96 Dowling Ave., Toronto, On- 
tario, seeks agency from textile mills 
for piece goods, including woolen suit- 
ings and coatings for men’s and wom- 
en’s clothing manufacturing trade—fine 
worsteds and fancies. 


Tobacco 


Germany 

Adolf Determann (importing distrib- 
utor and manufacturers’ agent handling 
bee honey, raw tobacco, and pulses), 
Auf dem Sande 1, Hamburg 11, seeks 
agency for flue-cured Virginia leaf to- 
bacco, types 11 to 14; also, Burley leaf 
tobacco. Samples desired. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Brazil 


Hugo Forman, managing director, and 
Frank A. Ryan, technical director, rep- 
resenting PROBAL Comercio e Indus- 
tria S.A. (importer of chemicals for re- 
sale; also imports pigments, solvents, 
and resins for own use; manufacturer 
of paints, lacquers, enamels, thinners, 
and paints for textile industries), Av. 
Rio Branco 181, 15.0 andar, Rio de 
Janeiro, is seeking American technical 
and financial participation for the ex- 
pansion of their paint and textile print- 
ing colors manufacturing plant. 


Was scheduled to arrive December 4 
via New York for a visit through De- 
cember 24. U, S. address: ¢/o Roosevelt 
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Hotel, Madison Ave. & 45th St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, and 
possibly Wilmington (Del.) and Boston. 


India 


D. Sen, representing Hinduk Trading 
Co, (India) Private, Ltd. (importer of 
heavy and light electrical equipment; 
electrical machines and apparatus, in- 
cluding house service meters and other 
testing equipment—purchases on own 
account for supply to various govern- 
ment departments), Stephen House, 4 
Dalhouse Square, East, Calcutta 1, is 
interested in aluminum plants and steel 
mills, and in collaborating with VU. S. 
manufacturers to manufacture in India 
diesel electric locomotives and heavy 
electrical equipment such as transform- 
ers, turbines, and large motors. 


Scheduled to arrive early in Decem- 
ber via New York for a month’s visit. 
U. S. address: c/o India Supply Mission, 
2536 Massachusetts Ave. NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. Itinerary: Washington (D. 
C.), New York, and San Francisco, 


Italy 


Dott. Hugo Elias, representing ELF 
RA, S.a.S., Via S. Barnaba 49, Milan, 
is interested in meeting manufacturers 
of chemical products for domestic use, 
and visting such plants. Was scheduled 
to arrive December 1 via New York for 
a 1-month visit. U, S. address: Hotel St. 
Regis, 5th Ave. and 55th St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Los An- 
geles, and Miami. 


Union of South Africa 


W. Bruckman, representing W. Bruck- 
man (Pty.), Ltd, P. O. Box 7936, Jo- 
hannesburg, is interested in obtaining 
agencies for lace and trimmings for the 
underwear manufacturing trade; obtain- 
ing a line of medium-priced one-piece 
swimsuits and a medium-priced line of 
baby outerwear; locating a converter 
specializing in medium-priced fancy 
piece goods to act as a supplier for the 
manufacture of dresses in South Africa; 
also interested in proposals for manu- 
facturing under license or joint-venture 
basis all soft goods except textiles. 
Scheduled to arrive December 20 via 
New York for a 3-week visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o J. Gerber & Co., Inc., 855 
Ave. of the Americas, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York City only. 

Simon Karanowitz, representing West- 
ern Transvaal Industries, P. O, Box 44, 
Industria, Johannesburg, Transvaal, is 
interested in the manufacture of steel 
kitchen equipment and electric house- 
hold domestic appliances, such as cook- 
ers, and wishes to visit some plants to 
obtain technical information. Was 
scheduled to arrive December 14 via 
New York for a month’s visit. 

U. S. address: c/o J.A. Ewing & Mc- 
Donald Inc., 470 4th Ave., New York 16, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
and other cities, 

Munro Laden, representing James & 
Co, (Pty.), Ltd. (importer and general 
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wholesaler jobber of textiles, lace piece 
goods, novelty handbags, neckwear, kid- 
dies’ wear, ladies’ underwear, . founda- 
tion garments, tulles, nets, brassieres, 
belts, and hosiery), 131 President St., 
Johannesburg, is interested in obtaining 
direct representations or purchasing on 
the spot at closeouts or from stocks. 


Was scheduled to arrive December 12 
for a 5-week visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Good, Durrant & Murray, Inc., 11 West 
42d St., New York 36, N. Y. Itmerary: 
New York, Washington, Los Angeles, 
and Miami. 





AVAILABLE 











The Ccmmercial Intelligence 
Division has published the follow- 
in new trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. All are 
dated November 1957. 


Bag and Bagging Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Portugal. 

Business Firms—Bahamas. 

Business Firms—Cyprus. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Norway. 

Chemical (Synthetic, Organic) Manu- 
facturers—Federal Republic of Ger- 
many and West Berlin. 

Dental Supply Houses—Denmark. 

Dental Supply Houses—Malaya. 


NEW TRADE LISTS [| 


Fiber Producers and 
Egypt. 
Fiber Importers and Dealers—Haiti 


Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, and 
Exporters—India. 


Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Bolivia. : 

Glass and. Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Mozambique. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Pakistan. 

Hide, Skin, and Fur Importers, Deal- 
ers, and Exporters—Japan. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material Im- 
porters and Dealers—Republic of Ire- 
land. 

Laundry and Dry Cleaning Industry 
—Thailand. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Iraq. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Uruguay. 
Metalworking Plants and 

Denmark. 

Office Supply and Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Finland. 

Petroleum Industry—Venezuela. 

Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers—Cuba. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Iran. 

Provision Importers and Dealers—In- 
donesia. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Peru. 


Exporters— 


Shops— 





Philippine copra production in 1957 
is expected to exceed that of 1956. 
Growing conditions have been favorable, 
with no serious typhoon damage to 
coconuts, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. Exports of copra in 1957 
may exceed the postwar high of 1947. 








* investment in 


the PHILIPPINES 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. . . A handbook of basic background information 
prepared by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce... 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, 
or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Leader of Trade Mission to Scandinavia 


U. S. Mission Finds Opportunities for 
Trade Expansion With Scandinavia 


Carl F. Oechsle 


Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Domestic Affairs and 


The Trade Mission to Scandinavia achieved considérable success, 
whether measured in terms of trade promotion, public relations, or 
participation at the St. Erik’s’ Trade Fair. 

It was apparent to the mission members that opportunities exist 
for a substantial increase in the level of two-way trade between the 
United States and the Scandinavian countries. 

Significantly, these areas of potentially expanded commerce are 
widespread throughout the economies of both the United States and 
the three northern European countries. In Scandinavia these products 
run the gamut from consumer goods in all three countries to agricul- 
tural products in Norway and Denmark and industrial equipment in 
Sweden. Demand in these countries for U. S. produced goods while 
important in consumer goods is much more concentrated in industrial 


equipment and machinery. 


Probably one of the chief deterrents 
to increased imports from the United 
States is the shortage of foreign ex- 
change. Of almost equal importance, on 
the export side, is lack of knowledge of 
the United States as a composite of 
numerous marketing areas. 


It was apparent to the mission that 
a favorable climate exists in Scandinavia 
for inereased imports from the United 
States; that the present impediments’ to 
trade, largely inadequacies of dollars, is 
not looked upon as anything more than 
temporary. 

Equally important, of course, is the 
Seandinavian countries’ impressions of 
the climate for exports to the United 
States. Obviously, a manufacturer of 
a specific item is interested in the 
actual rate of duty on his particular 
item. It means little to him that the 
general level of import duties in the 
United Sates is 5 percent if the tariff 
on his commodity is 45 percent. 

However, this is not the picture that 
is of particular interest to the Scan- 
dinavian merchants. Rather, they ap- 
preciate the fact that duties on U. S. 
imports have been decreasing. Their 
chief concern is whether the United 
States ‘will continue this policy of re- 
ducing tariffs, the possibilities for in- 
creased duties, and the general tendency 
toward trade liberalization of the United 
States. In other words, of more im- 
portance than the _ specific short-run 
tariffs is the more significant long-run 
policy, 


Denmark, Norway Want 
U. S. Capital Investment 


Denmark and Norway are eager to 
ittract American capital investment. 
fowever, much still remains to be done, 
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both in utilizing the best methods for 
attracting this capital and by approp- 
riate governmental action which would 
be conducive toward the ultimate attain- 
ment of this goal. The mission was able 


to provide both the Government and 
business officials with considerable in- 
formation on steps taken by American 
local governments and business com- 
munities in attracting industries to their 
particular geographic areas in ac- 
cordance with their own diversification 
programs. 


The field of electronics is indicative 
of the areas of potentials for increased 
trade. The mission believes that there 
is a real opportunity to increase sub- 
stantially the interchange of electronic 
products between the United States and 
Scandinavia, each providing the other 
with the equipment it has the compara- 
tive advantage in producing. 


Trade Mission Receives 
Warm Welcome 


The reception received by the mission 
was overwhelming in its expression of 
welcome to the men as individuals and 
to the United States for making such 
a delegation available to them. Con- 
trary to almost all missions visiting 
the country, this mission came neither 
to buy nor sell; it was there to discuss 
potentials for increased trade, to clear 
up misinformation about the United 
States, to explain the nature of the 
U. S. market, to explore possibilities in 
Scandinavia for increased imports from 
the United States, to offer information 
and guidance on specific trade possibili- 
ties, to outline the U. S. Government's 
policies, and to make available the tre- 
mendous facilities of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce through the Em- 





bassy with regard to literature, publica- 
tions, etc. 

Pre-arrival publicity in the trade 
press, items during the mission’s tour, 
and comments after the mission’s de- 
parture resulted in several thousand in- 
dividual press items. Expressions of 
gratitude for the mission’s visit were 
received from top Scandinavian Gov- 
ernment officials, the business commu- 
nity, individuals, and the newspapers 
of the countries. 

Carl F. Oechsle, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Domestic 
Affairs, was the mission leader and 
Morton J. Schwartz, Trade Mission Divi- 
sion, was the deputy leader. Members 
from industry were: Birger M. Heede, 
president, B. M. Heede, Inc., Long Is- 
land City, New York; C. M. Jansky, Jr., 
chairman of the board, Jansky & Bailey, 
Inc., Consulting Radio Engineers, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Oliver M. Kaufman, di- 
rector, May Department Stores Co., 
Pittsburgh, Penn.; and Harry Thye, 
secretary-treasurer and general man- 
ager, United Grocers, Inc., Portland, 
Oreg. 


DENMARK 


Denmark's economy has progressed 
rapidly from that of dependence pri- 
marily on agriculture to a fairly wide 
diversification encompassing consider- 
able industrial activity. Considered to 
be the largest per-capita foreign trad- 
ing country in the world, Denmark de- 
pends almost entirely on imported raw 
materials for its manufacturing indus- 
tries. 

At the same time, it relies on foreign 
markets both for a large part of its 
agricultural] and industrial production. 
Given this considerable dependency on 
foreign trade, Denmark’s economy is 
highly susceptible not only to inter- 
national fluctuation in the business 
cycle but also to trade restrictions and 
tariff changes put into effect by other 
industries of the world—especially West- 
ern Europe and the United States 

Probably the chief deterrents to in- 
creased Danish exports to the United 
States are lack of knowledge of the 
U. S. market and inability to obtain 
proper representation in the United 
States for distributing merchandise. 
The mission recommended a_ concen- 
trated approach to sell in a part of 
the U. S. market rather than a shotgun 
approach to the whole country. 

In addition to the historical products 
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of Danish farm and factory that have 
found a market in the United States, 
many other commodities either have 
just touched the U. S. market or are 
almost unknown in America. Danish 
furniture, of course, has long been ac- 
cepted in the United States and, as a 
matter of fact, Danish manufacturing 
capacity is in a process of a sharp in- 
crease to meet the fast-growing VU. S. 
trade. 

Handicrafts of wood, silver, and 
ceramics—while familiar in many sec- 
tions of the United States—has not, in 
the mission’s opinion achieved anywhere 
near its potential, especially as items for 
thousands of U. S. gift shops which are 
always anxious to obtain unique quality 
products. Packaged food products ap- 
peared to offer considerable prospects 
for expansion, especially if geared to 
the gourmet or specialty-food trade. 

Although much has been done by 
the Danes in attracting tourism, many 
facets are yet to be explored by the 
Danish tourist industries to increase 
their dollar earnings in this sphere. The 
mission mentioned frequently the ad- 
vantages of a packaged Scandinavian 
tour embracing the three conutries. 
Lack of adequate hotel facilities is 
clearly a drawback to increased tourism, 

Not to be neglected in an analysis 
of the trade possibilities between Den- 
mark and the United States are the 
spheres of licensing agreements, com- 
ponent-part imports for incorporation 
in Danish products as a cost-saving de- 
vice, and patents. Discussion with top 
Government officials brought out the 
fact that the Danes are very much 


interested in attracting U. S. business 
investment to Denmark. 


NORWAY 
Norway's economy is expanding and 
manufacturers are searching for methods 
to: increase their output, exploring 
many facets for diversifying their pro- 
duction and are generally progressive. 
Isolated experiences in the export 


market which proved to be unprofit- 
able at one time assume too much im- 
portance and have a tendency to deter 
entrance into the export trade. How- 
ever, the eliorwegian authorities as well 
as industry are diligently working on 
the furtherance of export trade and 
the results are considered to have been 
worthwhile. 


With an exportable surplus in many 
products, Norway is scarcely doing 
more than a limited business with the 
United States. It appeared to the mis- 
sion that the significant drawback to 
an increase in Norway’s level of trade 
was lack of adequate knowledge of the 
United States as a market and a source 
of supply. Obviously this is not a state- 
ment applicable to all segments of the 
business community but certainly pre- 
valent enough throughout industry as 
to make export efforts passive rather 
than aggressive. 


It was explained by the mission that 
in many products, such as sweaters for 
example, emulation of U. S. techniques 
of mass production offered them almost 
no opportunity to sell in the United 
States. On the other hand, maintaining 
the quality and _ characteristics of 
Norwegian design would do much to 
increase the sales potential in America. 





investment in 


CUBA 


a Bureau of Foreign Commerce handbook 


for U. S. businessmen on: 


Cuba as a field for investment .. . economic conditions 
» « - natural resources .. . government and business . .. 
organization of business . . . agriculture . . . mining and 
manufacturing . . . labor . . . taxes and finance . . « 
marketing . . . transportation and communications . . « 


foreign trade. , 


$1.25 


from U. S$. Department of Commerce Field Offices, or 
from the Superintendent of Documents, U. $. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 








Lack of Credit Limits Imports 
From United States 


Concerning Norwegian imports from 
the United States, several factors war- 
rant serious consideration by U. S. ex- 
porters. One of the more jmportant is 
extension of credit, usually readily ob- 
tainable from Western Europe, but most 
oiten not available from U. S. exporters 
who prefer to ship on a f.o.b. U. S. 
port document basis. This lack of credit 
is considered to be a definite limiting 
factor in expanding U. S. exports to 
Norway. Another factor brought to the 
mission’s attention is that of the fre- 
quent use by Western European manu- 
faeturers of the so-called consignment 
shipments whereby machinery is made 
available in a country to be picked up 
by the importer on a “when needed” 
basis. 

Another important item is that of 
failure by the U. S. manufacturers to 
maintain adequate stocks in Western 
Europe to facilitate filling orders. This 
difficulty, especially in the construction 
and roadbuilding equipment, has fre- 
quently been quite serious since there 
is only a limited season in which the 
equipment can be used. 


SWEDEN 


Automation was a most successful 
theme for St. Erik’s Fair this year 
owing to its timeliness and its being 
admirably geared to the current status 
of the Swedish industrial complex. 
Sweden has made considerable progress 
in certain fields of electronics as well as 
important strides in technological de- 
velopments, Moreover, increasing their 
productivity is of paramount importance 
because of the labor shortage. 


Trade Information Center Draws 
Several Hundred People 


The Trade Information Center at the 
fair was the focal point for all inquiries 
—about automation as well as other 
product lines. It was not unusual to see 
the president of a large concern flanked 
by a half dozen or more engineers tour- 
ing the American Pavilion and then 
coming down to the Trade Information 
Center to discuss specialized aspects of 
automation with the trade mission ex- 
perts. Some of these engineers made 
special trips from Norway and Denmark 
as a result of the trade mission’s con- 
tact with them in those countries. 


One of the most remarkable aspects 
of the consultations was the unusually 
outstanding type of businessmen that 
sought mission members’ advice. Sev- 
eral hundred people came to the Trade 
Information Center to consult the li- 
brary or to ask advice on distribution 
problems both from the standpoint of 
importing and of exporting. Although 
a highly technical exhibit, the Ameri- 
can Pavilion attracted about 90 percent 
of the total attendance to the fair it- 
self—certainly indicative of widespread 
public interest. 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 








Pakistan Mineowner 
Wants Machinery 


The Pakistan Steel Corp., Pakistani 
producer of iron oxide and fire clay, 
seeks U. S. investment in the form of 
machinery and techn.cal assistance to 
mechanize its iron-ore mine in West 
Pakistan. Approximately US$378,947 is 
required for the necessary machinery. 

The mine, covering approximately 5 
square miles (3,000 acres) at Kalabagh, 
is estimated to contain 11.7 million tons 
of ore, according to the firm, and an- 
alyzed samples confirm the existence 
of 52 to 56 percent of iron. The Pak- 
istani firm plans to excavate about 1,000 
tons of iron ore a day. 

The Pakistan Steel Corp. indicates 
the iron ore will be used in its foundry 
pig-iron and oxide manufacturing plants 
located at Karachi and Lahore, and the 
surplus sold locally or exported (25,000 
tons a month) to other countries. 

A list of the machinery and require- 
ments of the Pakistani firm is available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Firms 
also are invited to correspond with Ch: 
Abdul Karim, Managing Director, Pak- 
istan Steel Corp., Ltd., 30 The Mall, 
Lahore, Pakistan. 


Hotel Needs Cited 


For Town in Kenya 


U. S. investment for the construction 
of a hotel in Eldoret, Kenya, would be 
welcomed, the municipal board of that 
town has indicated. 

Located between Nairobi and Ugan- 
da, Eldoret would be an attractive over- 
night rest spot for motorists traveling 
to and from Uganda if a modern hotel 
were constructed, and, according to the 
board, a promising field for business 
enterprise, 

Eldoret, said to be the education 
center for Northern Kenya, offers indus- 
trial and residential areas at reasonable 
acreage, and low-income tax rates. Op- 
portunities exist for the establishment of 
industries, particularly in the fields of 
foodstuffs, machinery, agriculture, and 
consumer goods. Because of its prox- 
imity to Central Kenya and the Uganda 
border, Eldoret can serve both markets. 

A brochure—Eldoret in the Heart of 
the Kenya Highlands—published by the 
Municipal Board of Eldoret and the 
Eldoret Chambers of Commerce, is 
available for réview on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested firms also are invited 
to correspond with the Town Clerk, 
Municipal Board of Eldoret, P.O. Box 
40, Eldoret, Kenya, British East Africa. 
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Capital Wanted for Indian Plant 


Beegee Corp. Private, Ltd., of Punjab, 
seeks private U. S. capital and technical 
collaboration for the establishment of 
a factory in India for the manufacture 


of electric motors, transformers, and 
watt-hour meters. 


Investment in the form of machinery 
on deferred payment and the necessary 
technical know-how are especially de- 
sired. The prospective investor is of- 
fered an active part in the manage- 
ment of the enterprise and a share in 
the profits commensurate to the invest- 
ment provided. 


Plans have not yet been finalized for 
the site of the proposed new plant— 
possibly Patiala, or other industrial area 
of the country; however, Beegee re- 
portedly has favorable Government of 
India approval for the formation of the 
new company. 

The firm, primarily engaged in the 
import of light and heavy industrial, 
agricultural, and electrical equipment, 
manufactures some electrical equipment 
including gang-operated switches, drop- 
out fuse links, cable boxes, and light- 
ning arrestors. 

The company claims to have a staff 
of highly qualified engineers, an effi- 
cient and well-organized sales organ- 
ization, and employs approximately 400 
persons, The manufacturing plant, lo- 
cated in the industrial area of Patiala, 
covers an area of 50,000 square feet 
with an additional area of 200,000 
square feet available for expansion, 

Supplemental data on the firm’s pro- 
posal may be obtained on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 





Italian Engineering Firm 
Wants Licensor 


A licensing arrangement with a 
U. S. firm is sought by Officine 
Meccaniche di Precisione Fratelli 
Brivio, of Brescia, Italy. 

The Italian firm reportedly op- 
erates two factories in Brescia for 
the production of flat and thread 
gages, revolving parts for bicycles 
and motorcycles, parts for sewing 
machines and other mechanical 
material involving medium- or 
high-precision work, and is inter- 
ested in manufacturing in Italy 
an American line of products to 
which its facilities can be readily 
adapted. » 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with Officine Mec- 
caniche di Precisione’ Fratelli 
Brivio S.p.A., Viale Italia 9, 
Brescia, Italy. 











reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. Interested firms also are invited 
to correspond with Beegee Corp. Pri- 
vate, Ltd. The Mall, Patiala, Punjab, 
India. 


N. Rhodesian City 


Invites Investors 


A number of commercial and indus- 
trial sites are offered U. S. firms con- 
templating the establishment of various 
industries or branch offices in Northern 
Rhodesia. 

The Council of the Municipality of 
Lusaka, capital city of Northern Rho- 
desia, is offering commercial sites on 
a 99-year lease basis with the stipula- 
tion the proposed plants be erected 
within a period of 5 years from the 
date of signing an agreement. The Cairo 
Road area, in which the properties are 
located, is under construction and is 
expected to be one of the Federation's 
most attractive industrial centers, ac- 
cording to the Council. 

Other sites for light or heavy indus- 
try, or residential purposes, also are 
available in other sections of Lusaka on 
a 99-year lease basis with no develop- 
ment conditions. 

A brochure prepared by the Council 
indicates that Lusaka offers many 
advantages for private enterprise—in- 
dustrial property of all sizes, climate, 
housing, schooling, recreation, churches, 
amenities, etc. All of the areas have 
adequate water, electricity, roads, and 
sewage. Excellent transportation facil- 
ities exist to Southern Rhodesia, Johan- 
nesburg and Durban, South Africa, Brit- 
ish East Africa, Portuguese East Africa, 
the Belgian Congo, etc. 

Copies of the brochure—outlining the 
commercial and industrial development 
areas available to potential investors— 
entitled “Lusaka a Capital Town,” are 
available from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or any Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Office. Inter- 
ested firms also are invited to corre- 
spond with the Town Clerk, Lusaka, 
Northern Rhodesia. 








Canada’s wheat harvest, on the basis 
of yields indicated on September 15, will 
be about 200 million bushels less than in 
1956, according to the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service. 

Oats will be about 135 million bushels 
less and barley about 45 million bushels 


smaller. Production of mixed grains, 
which are grown mainly in the east is 
down only slightly from 1956, with 
yields above 1956 yields but acreage 


smaller. 
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Food Process Plants 
Proposed in Lebanon 


U. S. capital investment is sought for 
the proposed establishment of two 
plants in Lebanon for processing citrus 
juice concentrates and other agricul- 
tural products, particularly summer 
fruits and vegetables. Authorization for 
the formation of two companies to es- 
tablish the plants has been granted by 
the Lebanese Government, according to 
Miche) Iskandar Menassa, promoter of 
the pzojects. 

Approximately US$500,000 is required 
for each plant and will be utilized for 
working capital, the purchase of nec- 
essary machinery and equipment, etc. 

An equal partnership in the enter- 
prise or other arrangement commen- 
surate with the investment is offered 
the U. S. investor. The investor may be 
expected to provide American personnel 
to serve on the board of the company’s 
directors. Also, the services of a spe- 
cialized American engineer to complete 
plant lay-out designs, and provide nec- 
essary technical assistance, management 
know-how, etc., are wanted. The prod- 
ucts will be exported to the Middle and 
Far East, Europe, and other countries. 

The proposed site covers an area of 
1,000 square meters, and will include, 
in addition to the processing plants, a 
cold-storage warehouse, administration 
and laboratory buildings, workshop, etc. 

Mr. Menassa indicates that apples, 
oranges, lemons, and other fruits and 
vegetables are plentiful in Lebanon. The 
area has adequate water, electricity, and 
labor. 

Supplemental data are available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department, of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Inter- 
ested firms also are invited to corre- 
spond with Michel Iskandar Menassa, 
at 6 Assely Building, Place Riad-Solh, 
Beirut, Lebanon. 


U.S. Participation Sought 
For Mill in Pakistan 


S. Fazalilahi & Sons, of Karachi, 
seeks U.S. participation in the form of 
machinery and technical assistance for 
the establishment and operation of a 
plant in Pakistan for processing all 
types of cotton waste. Capital invest- 
ment is not required for the proposed 
project. The U. S. investor is offered a 
partnership in the venture. 

The firm reportedly has already in- 
stalled a willowing machine having a 
capacity to process approximately 400 
bales of cotton waste a month. The 
firm is primarily interested in obtaining 
machinery capable of producing all 
kinds of cotton waste (soft and thread) 
which the company plans to export to 
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the United States and other countries. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Mr. Ihsanilahi, Proprietor, 
S. Fazalilahi & Sons, 30 Moolji Jetha 
Market, Karachi 2, Pakistan. 





Corrugated Sheet Plant 
Proposed in Pakistan 


Dawood Corp., Ltd., of Karachi, seeks 
U. S. participation in the form of ma- 
chinery for the establishment of a plant 
to manufacture galvanized corrugated 
sheets. Capital required for the project 
is available from local sources. 


The firm also is interested in obtain- 
ing technical assistance for the project, 
including complete plant lay-out designs, 
machinery and raw material require- 
ments, etc. These data are required for 
Pakistani Governmental approval of.the 
project. 

The plant, according to the Pakistan 
company, should be capable of produc- 
ing approximately 30,000 tons of gal- 
vanized corrugated sheets a year. Sur- 
plus will be exported to Middle Eastern 
countries. Pakistan’s annual require- 
ments of corrugated sheets are esti- 
mated at 20,000 tons a year. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Dawood Corp., Ltd., Insur- 
ance House No. 2, 2d Floor, Habib 
Square, Bunder Road, Karachi 2, 
Pakistan. 


British Financial . . . 

(Continued from page 3) 
Trade said, on November 15, that al- 
though the figure was disappointing, on 
the best estimate, the balance of pay- 
ments in the months ahead was going 
to improve. 


Free Trade Area Proposed 


The British Government moved stead- 
ily ahead in pressing for a free trade 
area in Europe, The Paymaster Gen- 
eral, and Cabinet member responsible 
for coordinating the United Kingdom 
position in the free trade area, chaired 
the meeting of the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation (OEEC) 
Ministerial Working Group on the free 
trade area in Paris on November 14-17, 
when outstanding problems relating to 
the free trade area were discussed and 
procedures for going forward were 
agreed. 

The British Government has contin- 
ued to give high priority to the free 
trade area. Ministers, in supporting the 
proposal, have sought to emphasize the 
political significance of the arrangement 
as contributing to a closer association 
in Europe, rather than the purely eco- 
nomic advantages. On November 13, 
prior to the Paris meeting, the Grand 
Council of British Industries approved, 
subject to certain safeguards, a resolu- 
tion supporting United Kingdom mem- 
bership in the free trade area. 

The British proposal for a free trade 





area with Canada was shelved by the 
Canadian Government. ‘The proposal 
had been mentioned to the Canadians 
by the Chancellor in September at Mt. 
Tremblant and was officially presented 
on October 1 to the Canadian Govern- 
ment at Ottawa. In the debate in the 
Canadian House of Commons on Oc: 
tober 23, the Canadian Minister of Fi- 
nance said the proposal would not be 
considered before the 1958 Common- 
wealth Trade and Economic Conference. 

Arrangements were made, however, 
for a 55-man Canadian trade mission to 
arrive in London on November 22 to 
explore import opportunities from the 
United Kingdom. It has been made 
clear that increased imports from the 
United Kingdom should not be at the 
expense of the Canadian manufacturers 
but rather in substitution for imports 
from the United States. The Financial 
Times stated: “To compete with the 
United States in Canada is inevitably 
very difficult.” There is some hope in 
the United Kingdom that as a result of 
the mission there will be a possibility of 
expanding United Kingdom exports to 
Canada of heavy machinery and equip- 
ment and chemicals. 


British Tariff Revision Planned 


The United Kingdom Government in- 
troduced a bill for a revision of its tariff 
legislation, The bill is intended to re- 
place the existing mass of protective 
legislation by a single comprehensive 
measure. The bill will bring the tariff 
classification into line with the Brussels 
nomenclature, which by 1959 is expected 
to have been adopted by all OEEC 
countries. As the president of the Board 
of Trade said on November 9, “It is 
designed to put into our hands a modern 
instrument for the making of a tariff 
and to rewrite our tariff in a way which 
will enable us to carry out such great 
projects as the free trade area.” 





investment in 


UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. « « A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


75 cents 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C. 
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PLUK 


TRADE FAIR 
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Orders placed by the domestic and 
foreign buyers shopping the 24th Na- 
tional Radio Show, held at Earls Court, 
London, August 28-September 7, will 
absorb the production of many of the 
radio, television, and sound reproduc- 
tion equipment manufacturers for some 
time to come. 

Attendance this year totaled 330,455, 
of which 5,959 were visitors from some 
120 countries including the U.S.S.R. and 
Soviet-bloc nations. More than 11 acres 
were occupied by 124 exhibits and dem- 
onstrations, where more than 300 tele- 
vision” receivers were in operation at 
stands and in the 35 sound and video 
demonstration rooms. Purchases reflect- 
ed growing demand for 17- and 21-inch 
television sets. 

The United States, with imports 
valued at over £3,288,000 was report@aly 
Britain’s biggest sound-video customer 
in 1956. Sound-reproducing equipment 
accounted for the bulk of the purchases. 
—U. S. Embassy, London. 
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The International Electric and Atom- 
ic Exhibition, previewed in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, June 17, 1957, page 
27, was held in the Forum.Exhibition 
Hall, Copenhagen, Denmark, October 
18-27. It attracted 135,000 visitors in 
the 10-day period and was considered 
one of the most successful shows ever 
held in the city, 

The exhibits of 130 participants, 20 
of whom were trade associations, occu- 
pied 4,000 square meters of floor space. 
One of the most popular displays was 
the U. S. model of a remote handler, 
called Atomic Hands, which attracted 
large crowds during the frequent dem- 
onstrations conducted by its sponsor, 
the U. S. Information Agency. 


The fair management has announced 
that the next such exhibition will be 
held in about 4 years, depending upon 
the rate of technological development 
in the electrical and atomics industries. 
—U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen. 





The All-India Plastics Exhibition, to 
be staged at Sir J. C. Hall, Fort, Bom- 
bay, December 20-30, will be the sixth 
such event organized by the All-India 
Plastics Manufacturers’ Association to 
demonstrate to the general public the 
innumerable applications of this, versa- 
tile material and to promote exports of 
plastic goods to other countries. 

Products of India’s plastics industry 
to be displayed include toilet and house- 
hold goods, toys, novelties and notions, 
industrial items, electrical accessories, 
and plastic raw materials. 


December 16, 1957 





International Section Again To Be Feature 


Of German Handicrafts and Trade Fair 


The International Sample Show of Arts, Crafts, and Design, will, 
for the fourth time, be a prominent feature of the German Handicrafts 
and Trade Fair, the 10th edition of which will be staged at Munich, 


May 15-26, 1958. 


As in the past, participation in the International Sample Show will 
be organized into collective national groups in which selections of typical 
craftsmanship and samples representing the arts and crafts of the par- 
ticipating nations will be displayed in competition. 


Among the articles suggested as being 
especially applicable are ceramics, glass, 
china, metalwork, jewelry, gen. 
small furniture, carpets, leather work, 
fashion and textile designs, interior dec- 
oratives, and industrial designs. 


Applications for participation in the 
International Sample Show will be 
accepted from foreign Government 
agencies, recognized organizations of 
craftsmen, and from national trade and 
professional associations. The fair man- 
agement provides exhibition rooms to 
qualified exhibitor groups without 
charge and, where appropriate, will con- 
tribute to the costs of transporting the 
exhibits to and from the fair. 


Exhibit Must Be Arranged 
By Participating Agency 


Each participating organization is ex- 
pected to arrange its own exhibit. In 
this connection, the management, be- 
cause of the keen competition among 
the international displays, urges exhibit 
sponsors to impose severe standards 
against which items for display are 
selected. 

Space in the commercial sections of 
the 10th Handicrafts and Trade Fair is 
available to non-German exhibitors at 
45 German marks a square meter (4.2 
marks=US$1). The price includes side 
and rear wall partitions supplied and 
erected by the management. 

As the 1958 Handicrafts and Trade 
Fair will be held concurrently with the 
International Bakers Exhibition, the 
IBA, a record attendance is expected. 


U. S. firms and organizations inter- 
ested in additional details concerning 
the fourth International Samples Show 
of Arts, Crafts, and Design or in the 
10th German Handicrafts and Trade 
Fair are invited to communicate with 
Verein fur Handwerks-Ausstellungen 
und Messen e.V,, Theresienhohe 14, 
Munich 12, Germany. 





Malaya’s copra experts of 47,564 long 
tons in the first 6 months of 1957 were 
nearly 4 times those of the first half 
of 1956 and exceeded total shipments 
for 1956 by over 8,000 tons, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. India, the 
principal buyer, accounted for well over 
90 percent. 









Munich Bakers Show 
Has Early Bookings 


Approximately 75 percent of the ex- 
hibit space at the International Bakers 
Exhibition planned at Munich, Germany, 
May 15-26, already has been taken, the 
sponsors announced. 

The exhibition is familiarly known 
as the IBA. 


In addition to well-known firms in 
the German Federal Republic associated 
with the baking trades, a relatively 
large number of foreign exhibitors rep- 
resenting Austria, Denmark, Great Brit- 
ain, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and 
the United States have applied for 
space in the IBA. 


All types of utensils, specialty tools, 
automatic machinery, ovens, refrigera- 
tion and freezing equipment, baking 
ingredients and aids, shop fittings, fur- 
niture and accessories, and similar prod- 
ucts used by the baking profession and 
bakery sales industry will be displayed 
and demonstrated. 


Several special shows featuring mod- 
ern baking applications and techniques 
are planned. One such display will deal 
with production efficiency problems and 
another will represent a model bakery 
shop. Exhibits will be housed in 10 
halls and will occupy some 21,000 square 
meters of space. 


The Union Internationale des Maitres- 
Boulangers,’ an international bakers 
organization incorporating professional 
associations in Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, the 
Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, Argentina, and Brazil, will hold 
its international conference at Munich 
during the term of the IBA fair. The 
10th German Handicrafts and Trade 
Fair to be held concurrently with the 
IBA, will likewise attract numerous 
business and professional people to 
Munich, 

American firms desiring to participate 
in the International Bakers Exhibition 
are urged to register promptly their 
interest with the IBA sponsors, the 
Verein fur Handwerks-Ausstellungen 
und Messen e.V., Theresienhohe 14, 
Munich 12, Germany. 
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Tourism in India Up 
Sharply in 5 Years 


The number of foreign tourists visit- 
ing India in the past 5 years has in- 
creased substantially, the Union Minis- 
ter for Transport and Communications 
said at the opening of a tourist week in 
India. 

In 1956, 69,000 tourists visited India; 
in 1955, 43,633; and in 1954, 39,333. 

American tourists to India numbered 
11,946 in 1956; 11,028 in 1955; and 9,680 
in 1954. 

India’s foreign exchange earnings 
through tourism also have increased pro- 
portionately. Such foreign exchange 
earnings in 1956 were estimated at over 
150 million rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21) 
or 2.5 percent of India’s total exports. 

Expressing satisfaction over the de- 
velopment of tourism in the past few 
years, the Minister pleaded for develop- 
ment of home tourism. He urged State 
governments to reorganize and strength- 
en their tourist departments in order 
to build up an internal and external 
tourist traffic. He also emphasized the 
role that private enterprise could play 
in the development of tourism by pro- 
viding accommodation facilities. 

The Minister referred to the financial 
allocation of 2.4 million rupees made 
in the second 5-year plan for the devel- 
opment of tourism in Bombay State. Of 
this amount, the Government would 
contribute 1.45 million rupees, whieh 
is to be spent on developing selected 
places and providing communications, 
transportation, hotels and rest houses, 
and guide services.—U. S, Consulate, 
Bombay. 


Haitian Travel Earnings Down 
Some From Record Figure 


Travelers spent an éstimated $6,678,- 
700 in Haiti during the 12 months ended 
September 30, a decline of about 10 
percent from the record $7,417,300 re- 
ported in the preceding 12 months, ac- 
cording to the National Tourism Office. 

Unsettled political conditions con- 
tributed to the 8-percent decline in 
the number of travelers—from 65,766 
to 60,263—as well as to a shorter aver- 
age length of stay, which cut down ex- 
penditures per traveler. Average length 
of stay was somewhat less than 3 days, 
compared with slightly more than 3 
days in the previous period. Average 
expenditure per traveler was placed at 
$37.50 daily. 

Travelers from the United States 
make up about 85 percent of all visitors 
to Haiti, according to data on visitors 
arriving by air. More visitors arrived 
by sea than by air, with 33,029 using 
sea transportation and 27,234, air trans- 
portation. Both means of transportation 
shared in the overall decline in travel- 
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ers, although the drop in sea arrivals 
was slightly greater in proportion than 
the drop in air arrivals. 

Hotels received about 55 percent of 
travelers’ expenditures, which amounted 
to approximately $3,673,300. Visitors 
also spent about $1,001,800 on transpor- 
tation in Haiti, $1,335,700 on tourist 
purchases, such as souvenirs and handi- 
crafts, and $667,900 for other purposes. 





Canadian Tourist 


Traffic Increases 


Tourist traffic between the United 
States and Canada was 6 percent higher 
in the first 8 months of 1957, as com- 
pared with the like period of 1956, the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics reports. 

Total vehicle border crossings into 
Canada in August reached 2,541,200, 
compared with 2,387,000 a year earlier, 
bringing the January-August crossings 
to 12,668,400 from 11,935,000. 

U. S. residents entering Canada by 
rail, bus, boat, and plane from January 
through July reached 900,000 as against 
795,000 for the first 7 months in 1956. 
The number of Canadians returning 
by these means of transportation fell 
slightly in July but rose in the first 7 
months of 1957 to 764,000 from 756,000 
in the earlier period of 1956.—U. S. 
Embassy, Ottawa. 


New Modern Hotel in Lima 
Now Open for Business 


Hotel Aleazar, a new and modern 
hotel in the business center of Lima, 
about 5 blocks from the U. S. Embassy, 
is open for business. 


It has 100 comfortably furnished 
rooms, each with private bath and tele- 
phone. The larger quarters have, in 
addition to the bedroom, a sitting room 
and a small kitchenette and may be 
used as apartments. The management 
operates a restaurant and bar on the 
10th floor of the establishment. 


The hotel reportedly cost 16 million 
soles (1 sol=US$0.05) to construct and 
furnish. Daily rates will range from 60 
to 140 soles,:European plan. The new 
hotel will relieve somewhat the short- 
age of hotel accommodations, which in 
the past has been a deterrent factor in 
tourist promotion—U. S. Embassy, 
Lima, 








Mining Production .. . 


(Continued from page 6) 
details of their contract with YPFB 
to construct the export pipeline from 
Sicasica to the port of Arica on the 
Pacific coast. The contract was signed 
on November 12. Construction of the 
pipeline should begin in February and 
the line should be completed before the 
end of 1958.—U. S. Embasy, La Paz. 
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Travel, both local and international, 
has increased in Turkey in the past 3 
years and hospitality facilities are in- 
adequate. 

The Highway Department has com- 
pleted plans to construct 12 motels to 
be located throughout western, .cen- 
tral, and southern Turkey. Each unit 
will contain 20 rooms and a restaurant. 


Construction by a West German firm 
has begun in Izmir on a 180-room, 10- 
story hotel, which will have a swim- 
ming pool, tennis court, an apartment 
building, a guest house with 120 beds, 
and a garage. The cost is estimated at 
15 million Turkish liras (1 Turkish 
lira US$0.3571).—_U. S. Embassy, 
Ankara. 


HH 


Tourists to Czechoslovakia from the 
beginning of the year to the end of 
August. totaled 43,000, CEDOK, the 
Czechoslovak Tourist Agency, has an- 
nounced. Over 24,000 of these were from 
the U.S.S.R. and other bloc countries, 
and about 18,000 were from “capitalist” 
countries. 


During the same period, CEDOK ar- 
ranged trips abroad, primarily to the 
U.S.S.R, and the other blec countries, 
for 42,000 Czechoslovaks. In order to 
maintain the flow of foreign tourists 
during the usual off-season, CEDOK 
is preparing a “Christmas for Com- 
patriots” tour, which will attract for- 
mer Czechs and Slovaks to spend Christ- 
mas in Czechoslovakia.—U. S. Embassy, 
Prague. 





Mexico received,foreign exchange in- 
come from tourism and border trade 
amounting to a total of $305,653,000 
during the first 7 months of 1957, while 
Mexican travelers and border residents 
spent $127,796,000 abroad, resulting in 
a total net foreign exchange gain of 
$177,857,000. 

-As an indication of the increasing 
importance of the tourist industry, for- 
eign exchange receipts from this source 
were 128 percent higher in the first 
7 months of 1957 than in the like period 
of 1956, and net gain of exchange was 
17.7 percent ahead of the last year.— 
U. S. Embassy, Mexico City, D.F. 





Large sums of money are being spent 
on Bad Gastein, the famous Austrian 
resort city which will be host to the 
world ski championships from February 
2 to 9, 1958. Hotels are being redec- 
orated, tourist facilities modernized, and 
ski slopes torn up and redone.—vu. 5S. 
Consulate, Salzburg. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 





Railway to Canadian 
Copper Region Opens 


Canadian National Railways on No- 
vember 6 held opening ceremonies for 
its newly completed 161-mile western 
rail extension which will tap the de- 
veloping Chibougamau copper region. 

Chibougamau is about 200 miles east 
of the Quebec-Ontario border and 
nearly 400 air miles north of Montreal. 

The new rail link will considerably 
increase Chibougamau’s workable cop- 
per ore reserves because of the reduc- 
tion in transportation costs. Also the 
area is expected to be a more attractive 
base for future mining developments in 
the vast surrounding hinterland. In 
particular, the new line should open up 
the well-regarded Bachelor Lake and 
Opawica Lake districts —U. S. Consu- 
late General, Montreal. 


lragi Airways To Expand 
Services, Train Personnel 


Iraqi Airways has announced plans to 
establjsh additional all-Viscount serv- 
ices and train additional persorinel. 

The line plans to initiate service be- 
tween Baghdad and Dhahran via Basra 
on December 18, between Baghdad and 
Bombay via Karachi on March 18, and 
a third service between Baghdad and 
London via Istanbul and Vienna on 
May 2. 

It also plans to increase its weekly 
services to Mosul from 3 to 4 flights in 
February and from 4 to 6 flights by 
the end of March, flights to Beirut from 
5 to 6 on March 2, and flights to Tehran 
from 2 to 3 in March. 

By January 1 all Iraqi Airways serv- 
ices on which Viking aircraft are now 
used will be converted to Viscount 
service.—U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 








Argentine Airline Reduces 
Passenger Fares to Europe 


Aerolineas Argentinas has announced 
a reduction in’ its passenger fares to 
Europe on January 1 subject to ap- 
proval of the Argentine Ministry of 
Aeronautics. 

On trips to 4nd from Europe the re- 
duction will be $50 on one-way fares 
and $90 on round-trip fares. Immigrants 
to South American countries will re- 
ceive a discount of 40 percent and per- 
mission to carry 66 pounds of baggage. 

A special discount of 30 percent will 
also be offered persons traveling in a 
group from Europée 

No mention has been made of a 
reduction in fares on Aerolineas’ serv- 
ices to the United States and Latin 
American countries——U. S. Embassy, 
Buenos Aires. 
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Belgian Congo To Improve Highway 
System, Receives $40 Million Loan 


Road construction and improvement estimated to cost the equivalent 
of $70 million will be- carried out in the Belgian Congo as part of a 


10-year development plan. 


Costs of imported equipment, materials, and services required for 
work on the highway system in the 4 years 1957 to 1960 will be 
covered by a $40-million loan from the World Bank. 


The project involves construction of 
1,200 kilometers, or 750 miles, of new 
highways, improvement of 900 kilo- 
meters, or 560 miles, of existing roads, 
and preparation for mechanized main- 
tenance of a further 3,300 kilometers, 
2,060 miles, 


New Roads To Connect Farming, 
Mining Areas With Markets 


One of the new highways will provide 
an all-weather link between Leopold- 
ville, the capital, and the Atlantic port 
of Matadi, passing through an agricul- 
tural region offering opportunities for 
larger food production. Another will 
connect important mining centers in the 
Province of Katanga, and a third will 
provide access to East African Railways 
in Uganda for shipment of exports 
through the Indian Ocean port of Mom- 
basa. Improvement of the road from the 
northeastern highlands to Stanleyville 
on the Congo River will facilitate mar- 
keting of coffee and rubber for export 
and foodstuffs for local consumption. 


In recent years the Belgian Congo 
has shown remarkable economic vitality. 
Since the beginning of the 10-year plan 
in 1950 a large volume of business 
investment, together with. public ex- 
penditures under the plan, has greatly 
accelerated the development pace. The 
Congo has become the world’s largest 
supplier of cobalt and industrial dia- 
monds, a major exporter of copper and 
other minerals, and an important source 
of vegetable oils and many other agri- 
cultural commodities. 

Industry is now firmly established 
both in lines concerned with processing 
local raw materials for export and in 
those providing goods for internal con- 
sumption. Through soil and crop re- 
search and through organization of per- 
manent farming settlements, founda- 
tions also have been laid for increased 
agricultural production. The national 
product has increased by more than 40 
percent since the plan was launched, 
and living conditions have consider- 
ably improved. 

The present transport system, which 
is based upon navigation on the Congo 
River and its tributaries, is geared main- 
ly to the export trade. Railroads serve 
to bypass cataracts on the rivers, to 
penetrate from river ports into regions 
producing the main export commodities, 
and to establish international connec- 





tions leading to ocean ports in other 
parts of Africa. Most of the roads 
radiate from the cities for relatively 
short distances and provide farm-to- 
market communications rather than 
long-distance links. 


There are only 500 kilometers, or 310 
miles, of paved-surface roads in the 
whole country, and some of the roads 
are impassable in the rainy season. 
Even so road traffic has increased rap- 
idly in recent years; number of cars 
and trucks has risen about fourfold 
since the end of the war. As the 
internal market grows and the economy 
becomes further diversified, road traffic 
is expected to more than double in the 
next decade. 

Improved road transport is urgently 
needed to encourage the change in the 
Belgian Congo from subsistence agri- 
culture to cash-crop cultivation, to open 
up tracts of unused land, and to allow 
for further growth of industrial em- 
ployment. 





Japanese Airlines 
Form Single Firm 


Japan Helicopter & Airplane Trans- 
port Co. Ltd. and Far Eastern Air 
Lines, each with a capital of 300 million 
yen, on October 30 signed a contract 
for consolidation into a new company 
(360 yen=US$1). 

The new company, which will be cap- 
italized at 600 million yen under the 
name of Pan Japan Airlines Co., Ltd., 
is expected to officially begin operations 
around the last of February. 

Plans for the airline have been dis- 
cussed over the past 3 years, and a 
preliminary contract for consolidation 
was signed by the two firms at the end 
of last year. 

Local domestic scheduled services 
previously operated by the two com- 
panies will be taken over by*the new 
company, and Japan Air Lines will con- 
tinue to operate the international and 
domestic trunk lines. 

Japan Civil Aviation Bureau is ap- 
plying to the Ministry of Finance for a 
100-million-yen Government subsidy to 
assist the new company, as previous op- 
erations have not ‘been financially suc- 
cessful.—U. S. Embassy, Tokyo. 
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New North Atlantic Air Service 
To Offer Sharply Reduced Fares 


Scheduled international airlines have agreed to introduce a new 
“economy” service across the North Atlantic beginning April 1 at fares 
20 percent below those of. tourist class, International :\ir Transport 


Association has announced. 


Fares for the new service will be $252 one way and $453.60 round 
trip on the basic New York-London route. Fares between other North 
Atlantic gateway cities will vary somewhat. 


This agreement was reached in Paris 
during discussions carried over from 
IATA traffic conferences held at Miami 
Beach a few weeks ago, The Paris 
meeting also covered other fares on the 
North and Mid-Atlantic routes. 

Carriers hope that this new economy 
service will appeal particularly to a 
new class of potential customers. It 
represents another important step by 
the airlines in their sustained effort to 
offer cheaper transportation to the 
public. ‘. 

Seating offered by the economy serv- 
ice will be less spacious than that of- 
fered for present tourist class. Food 
service will be limited to sandwiches, 
tea, coffee, milk and mineral water, and 
no alcholic Beverages will be served or 
sold. The free baggage allowance, how- 
ever, will be 20 kilograms, or 44 pounds, 
the same as the present tourist allow- 
ance. 

Owing to rising basic costs, the car- 
riers found it necessary to raise exist- 
ing first-class and tourist fares by the 
small amounts of $35 and $25, respec- 
tively, beginning April 1. Present fares 
from New York to London are $400 one 
way first class and $290 one way tourist 
class. 

The carriers decided not to continue 
the existing 15-day excursion fare over 
the North Atlantic for the time being. 
First-class fares on the Mid-Atlantic 
route also were subjected to a slight 
upward adjustment beginning April 1. 
Special fares for immigrants and their 
families traveling during the off season 
will be retained and will be available 
on both tourist and economy services. 

All fares are subject to Government 
approval before they can be introduced. 


U. S.-Argentina Sea-Air 
Passenger Travel Arranged 


Moore-McCormack Lines and Aero- 
lineas Argentinas have concluded an 
agreement covering combined sea-air 
passenger traffic. 

The parties reportedly may sell tick- 
ets whereby passengers can travel by 
ship one way and by air the other, or 
vice versa. 

Aerolineas Argentinas has concluded 
similar Agreements with the principal 
shipping companies in Great Britain, 
Italy, France, Germany, and other 
European countries——U. S. Embassy, 
Buenos Aires, 


‘ 
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Expansion of Air Ceylon’s 
Internal Service Scheduled 


Air Ceylon Ltd., expected to introduce 
on November 1 a new internal service 
between Colombo, Amparai (Gal Oya), 
and Jaffna. 


Flights were scheduled for 3 days a 
week, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sun- 
days. The Colombo-Gal Oya flight of 
200 miles was scheduled to take 1 hour 
and the Gal Oya-Jaffna flight, also of 
200 miles, 14% hours. In addition a 
flight was planned from Colombo to 
Gal Oya on Fridays and return the 
same day. Dakota DC-3 aircraft were 
to be used on these services. 

Air Ceylon is operating daily between 
Colombo and Jaffna, and return without 
an intermediate halt and this service 
was to continue unchanged. There is a 
daily morning flight from Colombo and 
in addition afternoon flights four times 
a week, on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fri- 
days, and Saturdays——U. S, Embassy, 
Colombo. 


New Airline To Serve 
Uruguay, Argentina 


A new U#uguayan airline, Aerolineas 
Colonia S. A., has been incerporated, 
with an authorized capital of 1 million 
pesos, to operate up to four scheduled 
daily flights between Colonia, Uruguay, 
and Buenos Aires (1 peso=US$0.23). 


Of the total capital 800,000 pesos 
reportedly has already been subscribed, 
entirely by Uruguayan nationals. The 
main shareholder is Organizacion 
Nacional de Autobuses, the local over- 
land bus company operating between 
Montevideo and Colonia, which sub- 
scribed 200,000 pesos. 

Connections between Aerolineas Co- 
lonia and ONDA buses will be close and 
ONDA will handle all of the airlines’ 
ticket sales through its facilities at the 
various bus terminals and ticket offices. 
The flight between Colonia and Buenos 
Aires takes only 12 minutes and the 
airline plans at first to make two sched- 
uled round trips daily and later to in- 
crease the frequency to four round trips 
if there is sufficient demand. 

Aerolineas Colonia has begun nego- 
tiations in the United States to acquire 
two Curtis C-46 planes fully trans- 
formed to qualify for a T license in ac- 
cordance with Civil Aeronautics Admin- 
istration standards. 

The president of the new airline is 
Conrado Hughes, a leading Montevideo 
lawyer, who is also legal advisor to Pan 
American World Airways in Uruguay. 
Delfin Diaz Cibils, the general manager, 
formerly occupied a high position with 
PLUNA, the Government-owned air- 
line.—U. S. Embassy, Montevideo, 
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SAS Opens Flight 
To South Africa 


“Globetrotter” tourist-class service 
between Europe and South Africa, with 
direct connecting flights from the 
United States, was inaugurated by Scan- 
dinavian Airlines System on November 
21. 

The new flights, combined with 
Royal Viking first-class service, are 
now operated with 300-mile-an-hour 
DC-6B’s. Each airliner carries 45 pas- 
sengers, 25 in tourist configuration and 
20 in sleepers and first-class dormette 
seats, Beginning in April, however, the 
route will be flown by SAS’ new 350- 
mile-an-hour Global Express ‘DC-7C’s. 


The new service will operate once a 
week in each direction, flights leaving 
Copenhagen on Thursdays and Johan- 
nesburg on Saturdays. 

SAS transatlantic flights from New 
York and over the polar route from Los 
Angeles will. connect directly with the 
new service at Copenhagen. Thus pas- 
sengers will be able to leave the U. S. 
east or west coast on Wednesday and 
arrive in Johannesburg Friday. 

Scandinavian Airlines System has op- 
erated all first-class Royal Viking serv- 
ice between Europe and South Africa 
since January 1953. Cities linked to 
Johannesburg by the route include the 
three Scandinavian capitals, Hamburg, 
Zurich, Athens, and Khartoum. The 
line also offers a weekly flight each way 
in combination service between Europe 
and Nairobi, Kenya. 





Grace Line Plans 
Lift-On Type Ships 


Grace Line plans to use “lift-on” con- 
tainer vessels on its South American 
west coast route, it has been reported. 

The ships will be equipped with 
gantry cranes similar to equipment be- 
ing installed on converted C-2’s by Pan- 
Atlantic Steamship~ Corp. (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Dec. 2, 1957, p. 26). 
Six ships are now planned to be 
built for the South American route, each 
of which will be 500 to 600 feet long 
and have a speed of about 20 knots, 
instead of only 4 new cargo vessels as 
previously planned. 

Extensive experiments with contain- 
erized cargo have been carried out by 
Grace Line in the past several years 
on both inbound and outbound voyages, 
and it has now been determined that 
this type of shipment can be effectively 
handled in both directions. 

It is also reported that Grace expects 
Within a year or two to add one or two 
vessels capable of carrying 300 passen- 
gers on the west coast run. 

Final plans for the new container 
ships will be submitted to the U. S. 
Maritime Administration within the 
next year. 
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“Chilean Civil Air Agency Proposed 


All Chilean civil air activities would be merged under a single 
bureau in the Chilean Ministry of Defense under a bill sent by the 
Executive to the extraordinary session of Congress in October. 

The new agency, which generally would have the functions of a 
combined Civil Aeronautics Board and Civil Aeronautics Administration, 


would be known as the General Bureau 
of Aeronautics (Direccion General de 
Aeronautica) headed by a Director Gen- 
eral of Aeronautics appointed by the 
President of Chile. It would absorb the 
following organizations now concerned 
with civil aviation activities: Direccion 
de Aeronautica, Direccion de Transito 
Aereo, Junta de Aeronautica Civil, and 
Junta Permanente de Aerodromos (Per- 
manent Board of Airdromes). The staff 
of the new organization would be drawn 
from the merged bodies. 


Functions of New 
Agency Stipulated 

Important provisions of the bill pro- 
vide that the General Bureau of 
Aeronautics— 

@ Shall be in charge of ail 
aviation in Chile. 

@ Shall be headed by a Director 
General of Aeronautics who will be 
advised by a Board of Aviation made up 
of the Director General of Aeronautics, 
Director of Air Traffic, Chief of Staff of 
the Air Force, Under Secretary of Avi- 
ation in the Ministry of Defense or a 
public official appointed in his place, 
Under Secretary of Transportation or 
a public official appointed in his place, 
Under Secretary of the Ministry of 
Public Works or a public official ap- 
pointed in his place, a representative 
appointed by the Air Federation of 
Chile, and a representative of Com- 
mercial Air Lines appointed by the 
President of Chile. 

@ Would have three staffs—an Ad- 
ministrative Staff, a Technical Staff 
concerned with inspection duties, and 
an Air Traffic Directorate, which would 
consist of an Aeronautical Weather 
Forecast Service, Air Traffic Control 
Service, and ‘Telecommunications and 
Radio Service. 

@ Would among other duties be as- 
signed the following functions: 

Encouragement, promotion, and devel- 
opment of civil aeronautics and com- 
merce, both nationally and internation- 
ally. 

Regulation and inspection activities 
in the civil-aviation field. 

Testing, licensing, and training of 
persons engaged in various specializa- 
tions of the civil aviation field. 

Authorization for setting up air- 
transport services within national 
boundaries or beyond them and sug- 
gestions for applicable rates for com- 
mercial air activities. 

Suggestions for planning the setting 
up of new, and modifications of, exist- 
ing airports, 


civil 





Maintenance of relations with inter- 
national civil aviation organizations, 

@ Shall through its Air Traffic Di- 
rectorate operate all public airports in 
Chile except those designated exclusively 
for military purposes, and the Director- 
ate would be charged with working out 
plans for expanding and improving the 
airport system, for obtaiming necessary 
equipment, and for suggesting means of 
improving airdrome and air navigation 
safety. 

The bill further provides for levying 
a special tax on imported aviation fuel 
and lubricants, proceeds of which would 
be used to pay the Bureau’s salaries 
and operating expenses and maintain 
civilian airports—vU. S. Embassy, 
Santiago. 


Berlin-Baghdad Rail 


Service Discussed 


Operational problems of the Berlin- 
Baghdad railway were the main topics 
of discussion at the Taurus Express 
Conference held in Baghdad on Novem- 
ber 11-17. 


The rate structure was not discussed. 

The following decisions were an- 
nounced at the conclusion of the meet- 
ing, which was attended by delegates 
from Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, and Turkey 
and representatives from International 
Wagon-Lits: 

@ Present timetables of Taurus Ex- 
press are to remain unchanged. 


@ The present agreement among the 
four Governments of Iraq, Lebanon, 
Syria, and Turkey on exchange of empty 
freight cars will remain in effect. The 
substance of this agreement is that 
empty freight cars can be exchanged in 
proportion to length of rail line in each 
country. 

@ Use of air-conditioned passenger 
cars between Baghdad and Istanbul will 
be studied by International Wagon-Lits. 

It is understood there was consider- 
able discussion at the conference of 
Tauras Express’ frequent 5- to 6-hour 
delays occasioned by the Syrian and 
Turkish customs inspection systems. 
The Syrians reportedly agreed to elim- 
inate some of the delay by conducting 
customs inspections in the course of the 
train’s passage through Syria, but the 
Turks indicated they would need more 
time to make a similar arrangement and 
that for the present inspections would 
continue to be conducted at the border. 
—U. SS. Embassy, Baghdad, 
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Rhodesia Considers 
Rail Link to Angola 


The Rhodesia and Nyasaland Govern- 
ment has announced that it will begin 
studies to determine the best route for 
joining the Rhodesian rail network with 
Angola's southern railroad extension. 


As yet, however, no plans for a joint 
study of the problem by Rhodesia- 
Nyasaland and Angola has been agreed 
upon, although exploration of the pos- 
sibilities of establishing a rail or a 
combined rail and water outlet to an 
Angolian west coast port is considered 
vital. 


In the meantime the Portuguese will 
continue to plan the extension over a 
route which would traverse Angola’s 
most desirable agricultural territory be- 
tween Serpa Pinto and the Rhodesian 
frontier. 

A total of 50 million escudos has been 
budgeted for completion in 1958 of the 

resent phase of construction operations 

tween Vila Artur de Paiva and Serpa 
Pinto. It is unlikely, however, that 
track will be laid beyond Serpa until 
further funds are allocated in 1959 un- 
der the second phase of Angola’s Na- 
tional development plan.—U. S. Con- 
sulate, Luanda. 


Reorganization Proposed for 
Czechoslovak Power Industry 


New measures proposed for the Czech- 
oslovak power industry have been con- 
veyed by the Minister of Power to 
members of the Central Committee of 
the Power Station Employees’ Trade 
Union as part of the current nation- 
wide discussion on industrial reorgan- 
ization. 

The measures will be based on a 
10 to 15 year development plan to be 
worked out by the Ministry by next 
June. Short-term: implementation of 
the plan will be delegated as much as 
possible to individual enterprises. 

Creation of two new organizations is 
planned—a State energy dispatcher, 
which will direct distribution of the 
power generated, and a central enter- 
prise which will be charged with con- 
struction of thermal power stations.— 
U. S. Embassy, Prague. 


Numerous Changes eS 


(Continued from_page 9) 


20 pesos per legal kilogram and 100 percent 
(formerly 12 pesos and 100 percent). 

894.04.99. Separate or partly assembled parts 
of dolls, not elsewhere specified, so identifi- 
able, weighing up to 300 grams: 10 pesos 
and 100 percent (formerly 0 pesos and 85 





percent). 

895.00.96. Manufactures of ivory, of any 
kind, not elsewhere specified: 60 pesos per 
legal kilogram and 100 percent (formerly 


40 pesos and 100 percent). 

895.00.97. Manufactures of tortoise shell, 
of any kind, not elsewhere specified: 5 
pesos per legal kilogram and 100 percent 
(formerly 8 pesos and 100 percent). 


~ 895.00.98. Manufactures of bone, of any 
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kind, not elsewhere specified: 6 pesos per 
legal kilogram and 100 percent (formerly 40 
pesos and 100 percent). 


Export Tariff 
Effective October 9 


50-34. Wastes from cotton ginning: 35 per- 
eent. (New classification.) 


Effective October 10 
23-18. 
percent). 
63-20. Cacao shells: Exempt (25 percent). 
—Diario Oficial, October 4, 5, 8, 9, 14, 16 

and November 5, 1957. 


Ground pepper: 10 percent (30 





New Refrigerated 
Service for Pacific 


Regular 7-weekly refrigerated cargo 
service between New Zealand, Japan, 
and other Pacific area destinations will 
be established in February, conference 
lines handling New Zealand-United 
Kingdom trade have announced. A new 
company, to be known as the Crusader 
Shipping Co., Ltd., is being formed to 
operate the service, and a new motor 
vessel, the Crusader, has been purchased 
from the builders by the proprietary 
lines—New Zealand Shipping Co., Ltd., 
Shaw Savill & Albion Co., Ltd., Port 
Line, Ltd., and Blue Star Line, Ltd. 


The Crusader is a fully refrigerated 
motor vessel of a total deadweight ca- 
pacity of 3,300 tons, measures 408 feet 
9 inches in overall length, and has 
a refrigerated cargo capacity of 220,000 
cubic feet. Its trial speed is likely to be 
about 18 knots, which will give it a 
service speed of approximately 17 knots. 
The vessel is intended to maintain a 
regular service beginning in February. 

This service will be the second to 
emerge in response to demands of the 
New Zealand meat trade for a regular 
service to Japan utilizing smaller refrig- 
erated vessels than those used for the 
United Kingdom trade. 


Other Pacific area _ destinations 
planned to be serviced in the future 
include initially Manila and Hong Kong. 
I, is further expected, depending on 
amount of cargo offered, eventually 
to establish service to the west coast 
of the United States.—U. S. Embassy, 
Wellington. 





U.S. Line To Operate 
To Persian Gulf 


A new American-owned steam- 
ship line, Crescent Line SS Co., 
will begin monthly sailings to the 
Persian Gulf toward the end of 
the month. 

All ships in the new service will 
be under Liberian registry, al- 
though the company is, wholly 
owned by an American firm, 
—U. S. Consul, Basra. 
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Bolivian-Chilean negotiations are un- 
der way for the construction of a road 
from Oruro, Bolivia, to the Chilean port 
of Iquique, approximately 125 miles 
south of Arica, according to press re- 
ports. 

The road is expected to provide 
cheaper transportation to the Pacific 
Coast for Bolivian trade and to fulfill 
a-Chilean desire to develop the Port of 
Iquique. 

Construction of the-road was pro- 
vided for in an economic treaty signed 
at Arica.—U. S. Embassy, La Paz. 





Rotterdam Harbor dues may be in- 
creased from 2% cents to 12 cents a 
cubic meter for ships staying in port 
longer than 2 months, as proposed by 
the city’s mayor ‘and aldermen to the 
town council. (1 cubic meter=35.314.45 
cubic feet.) 

Despite the decline in shipping the 
turnover in Rotterdam Harbor still 
keeps all berths fully occupied, and the 
increase in dues is expected to prevent 
the berths from being occupied by “idle” 
ships.—U. S. Consulate General, Rotter- 
dam. 





Seaborne cargo handled in the Port 
of Retterdam in the first 6 months of 
1957 aggregated 43,889,000 metric tons, 
a gain of 2,697,000 tons, or 6.5 percent, 
over the corresponding period of last 
year. 

Principal commodities loaded and dis- 
eharged during the period and amounts, 
in millions of tons, include mineral oil, 
17.8; coal, 9.9; ore, 5.0; grain, 2.3; fer- 
tilizer, 0.9; lumber, 0.4; and miscellane- 
ous, 7.6.—U. S. Consulate General, Rot- 
terdam, 





Ecuadoran State Railroad has an- 
nounced a rail schedule for its completed 
line between the northern coastal town 
of San Lorerfzo and the Andean city of 
Ibarra. The schedule calls for round 
trip passenger service on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays and freight service on Thurs- 
days.—U. S. Embassy, Quito. 





U. S. exports of lard in the period 
January-September 1957 totaled 387.5 
million pounds, compared with 469.7 
million pounds during the corresponding 
peridd of 1956, according to the Foreign 
Agricultural Service. 

Although shipments to North Ameri- 
can markets were up about 11 percent, 
the increase was not enough to com- 
pensate for a decline in trade with 
nearly all major European and South 
American markets. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 





een 


Sever 


tors, & 
chine 
mentic 
machir 
plants 
Krame 
Porsch 
the M 


Egypt 
Discus 


An 
Feder 
Dam | 
delega 
with | 
concer 
for th 
sentat 
gation 
techni 
with © 
constr 
nectio 

Ano 
Egypt 
visiter 
chine 
indust 
way a 


Sudar 
On E 


Oth 
the F 
sibilit 
opera 
invest 
danes 
Minis 
Sierré 
its d 
Fede 
in th 
Leone 
from 
of w 
ore, ; 


$1,64: 


lrani 


contr 
thus 

Tw 
surve 
of G 
chror 
aroul 
ment 


Cem 
Expa 

Ca 
being 
ceme 
on 1 
Mar: 
whi 





LULA ass 


ill 


iod 
7.5 
9.7 
ing 
ign 


pri- 
ant, 
»m- 
yith 
uth 








Several Asian... 


(Continued from page 8) 
tors, agricultural machinery, and ma- 
chine tools. Earlier, German papers 
mentioned the visit of seven agricultural 
machinery experts to German tractor 
plants at Lake Constance, including the 
Kramer Works at Ueberlingen, the 
Porsche plant at Friedrichshafen, and 
the Mercedes-Benz plant at Gaggenau. 


Egyptian Delegation 
Discusses Aswan Dam 


An Egyptian delegation visited the 
Federal Republic to discuss the Aswan 
Dam project with German firms. The 
delegation reportedly met at Duesseldorf 
with representatives of German firms 
concerned with the preparatory work 
for the Aswan project, and with repre- 
sentatives of a British group. The dele- 
gation also was scheduled to discuss 
technical details regarding a contract 
with a German-French group for the 
construction of a power station in con- 
nection with the Aswan Dam, 

Another delegation, headed by the 
Egyptian Minister for Transportation, 
visited plants of the West German ma- 
chinery, electrical, and railway ~car 
industries, and inspected German rail- 
way and postal installations. 


Sudanese Officials Confer 
On Economic Cooperation 


Other delegates of African States to 
the Federal Republic to discuss the pos- 
sibilities of stepped-up economic co- 
operation, particularly German private 
investments, include a group of Su- 
danese Government officials and the 
Minister of Trade and Industry of 
Sierra Leone. The latter mission based 
its discussions on the fact that the 
Federal Republic has a 14-percent share 
in the total foreign trade of Sierra 
Leone. In 1956, West German imports 
from that country totaled $6.3 million, 
of which almost 85 percent was iron 
ore, and German exports reached only 
$1,643,000.—U, S, Embassy, Bonn, 





lranian Business .. . 


(Continued from page 4) 
contract arrangements have developed 
thus far, 

Two geologists from the geological 
survey office of the Federal Republic 
of Germany began a survey of coal, 
chromite, and other mineral resources 
around Kerman for the Iranian Govern- 
ment, 


Cement Industry 
Expands Capacity 


Capacity in the cement industry was 
being expanded. A 200-ton private 


cement plant will be built in Azarshahr 
on the railroad between Tabriz and 
Maragheh and a 75-ton plant in Meshed, 
which 


formerly produced natural 
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cement, was recently converted to pro- 


duce Portland cement. The Plan Or- 
ganization is contemplating expanding 
its Rey cement plant from 600 to 1,000 
tons daily capacity. The Fars Cement 
Co. at Shiraz will undergo a net expan- 
sion of 200 tons daily capacity rather 
than 400 tons, as previously reported. 


Other industrial developments _in- 
clude an agreement betwen the Plan 
Organization and an American firm for 
the establishment of a paper company 
and the announcement of: the Crown 
Estates, in cooperation with two charity 
organizations, that it will build a pencil 
factory near Chalus with a monthly out- 
put of 2,000 gross, about 10-12 percent 
of domestic requirements. The ma- 
chinery and powerplant, costing $110,- 
000, will be purchased from Japan. 

Also the ICA Mission in Iran and the 
municipality of Tehran concluded an 
agreement to add quick cooling refrig- 
eration facilities to the Tehran slaugh- 
terhouse, which has a daily kill capacity 
of 4,500 sheep and 500 cattle. The addi- 
tion of these “facilities will provide 
Tehran with a modern slaughterhouse 
adequate for the next 5-10 years. 


Among the projects approved for im- 
mediate action and for which funds are 
made available for their completion are 
a polyvinyl chloride plastics plant at 
Ahwaz and a cane-sugar mill and re- 
finery, together with a sugarcane plan- 
tation. 

The wool sorting and scouring plant 
at Karaj, completed several months ago, 
exported its first sample shipment of 
7 tons of processed wool to the United 
States. 

Third-quarter payments to the Gov- 
ernment by the companies operating 
Iran’s oil industry under the Consortium 
agreement totaled £21.1 million, or $58.8 
million. The Consortium’s payments to 
Iran for the first three quarters of 1957 
totaled £58.8 million, or $152.9 million, 
approximately the amount received by 
Iran for the whole of 1956. 

NIOC’s agreement with the Italian 
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AGIP Mineraria, negotiated prior to the 
passage of the basic law in late July, 
was signed by the Shah on August 24. 
This agreement has been controversial 
since its inception and continues to re- 
ceive almost daily press comment. Iran- 
ian petroleum production is discussed 
under the section “Commodity News.” 


Limited Fiscal Resources Slow 
Social Improvement Program 


The Social Improvement Program was 
slowed down by the limited fiscal re- 
sources of} many municipalities which 
cannot finance’50 percent of the cost of 
local projects. The Plan Organization 
was seeking energetically to obtain loans 
for the municipalities to finance their 
half of the cost and will guarantee any 
loans obtained by municipalities, In ad- 
dition to efforts by the Director of the 
Plan Organization in the United States, 
the Technical Director of this program 
is attempting to arrange for suppliers’ 
credits from Germany. A French bank, 
Credit Lyonais, offered a $20-million 5- 
year revolving credit for this program. 


Most Crop Output 
Better Than Average 


Above normal rainfall and other fa- 
vorable weather conditions throughout 
most of Iran resulted in much better 
than average production of most crops 
this year. However, local drought con- 
ditions and insect and disease infesta- 
tions prevented bumper crops in some 
areas. 

The 1957 wheat crop is presently esti- 
mated at 2.8 million tons, compared with 
2,250,000 tons in 1956. The barley crop 
is estimated at 1 million metric tons, 
compared with 800,000 tons last year, 
and rice production at 340,000 metric 
tons as compared with 350,000 metric 
tons last year, Cotton production is esti- 
mated at 61,000 tons, compared with 
62,000 tons in 1956.—U. S. Embassy, 
Tehran, 


investment in JAPAN 


Sold by U. S. Department of Commerce Field Offices, and by the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. 8. Government Printing Office, 


Washington 25, D. C. 


a BFC handbook for U. S. businessmen ... covering the climate for 
foreign investment in Japan .. 
and industry .. . transportation and communications ... finance... 
foreign trade and commercial policy ... trade and exchange controls 
... business policy, organization, management ... taxation... labor 


. economic conditions . . . resources 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





i Books 
“““ Reports 


The Businessmen’s Guide to the Re- 
public of the Philippines. Manila, The 
American Chamber of Commerce of 
of the Philippines, Ine., November 
1957. 28 pp. $1. 


This booklet, prepared /y a group of 
businessmen drawn from the 270 Amer- 
ican firms and individual members of 
the American Chamber of Commerce of 
the Philippines, is issued as an aid to 
those interested in investment opportu- 
nities in the Philippines. 

The publication—with chapters on the 
land and the people, government, fi- 
nance, taxes, property, immigration, em- 
ployment, and promotion of industry 
and commerce—is intended to provide 
the basic facts necessary for a prelim- 
inary study of how business is conducted 
and controlled in the Philippines. 


In describing its report, the American 
Chamber observes that the Philippines 
“has much to offer the prospective 
investor in the way of rich natural re- 
sources, an intelligent and _ versatile 
people, and strategic location.” The 
Chamber adds that the Philippines offers 
an investment climate “that has been 
favorably and indelibly marked by over 
50 years of close, friendly, and produc- 
tive cooperation with the United 
States.” 


The report may be purchased for $1 
(postage included) from the American 
Chamber of Commerce of the Philip- 
pines, Inc, P. O. Box 1836, Manila, 
Philippines. 


Owen’s African and Middle East Com- 
merce and Travel. London, England. 
Pan-African Commercial . Directory, 
Ltd. 900 pages. $18. 


This reference book, now in its fourth 
edition, has concise and topical informa- 
tion on Africa and the Middle East es- 
pecially edited for business organiza- 
tions, travel offices, and students. 


Some of thé data included are: Clas- 
sified lists of trade; tabulated economic 
and geographical information; tourism; 
lists of hotels, travel agents, banks, 
insurance companies, importers, ex- 
porters, shipping agents, and news- 
papers; maps and illustrations; trade 
figures; agricultural information; com- 
munication systems; and market condi- 
tions and local industries. 


The book is available for purchase in 


the United States through Fred V. 
Gessler, 120 Broadway, New York 
5, N.Y. 
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1956 Machinery Exports by Major Cap- 


ital Goods Exporting Nations Re- 

viewed; World Market Shares and 

Distribution Trénds Analyzed. Wash- 

ington, D. C. Machinery and Allied 

Products Institute, October 1957. 

12 pp. 

This bulletin identifies the principal 
competitor nations in-world exports of 
capital goods broken down by general 
product lines; compares the share of 
world export markets in tapital goods 
obtained by the United States and its 
principal competitors; and identifies the 
major current and developing markets 
for various capital goods. 

Single copies of this Bulletin No. 3481 
may be obtained from the Machinery 
and Allied Products Institute, 1200 18th 
Street N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Economic Conditions in France. Paris, 
France. Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation, October 1957. 
21 pp. 30 cents. 

This survey of current economic de- 
velopments in France covers an 18- 
month period ended in mid-1957. 

The study states that throughout 
1956 and first half of 1957, inflationary 
forces became stronger and demand in- 
creased rapidly. As a result, foreign 
exchange reserves were progressively 
exhausted and pressure on prices de- 
veloped which the public authorities 
tried to contain through subsidies and 
tax remissions. 

By June of this year, it had become 
necessary to withdraw all liberalization 
measures and in August changes were 
made in the system of international 
payments which would be regarded as 
amounting to a partial devaluation of 
the franc. 

Restoration of a rea] external equilib- 
rium and. return to freer trade will 
depend very largely. on the success of 





Distribution Conference 
Report Available 


The Report of the 29th Boston 
Conference on Distribution, held 
at the Hotel Statler, Boston, Oc- 
tober 21-22, 1957, has been printed 
and copies may be obtained at 
$4.50 each from the Retail Trade 
Board, 80 Federal Street, Boston 
10, Mass. 

In the foreword to the con- 
ference report, Daniel Bloomfield, 
director of the conference, says: 
“Distribution cannot be static. It 
must be dynamic. It must stimu- 
late consumption and perfect 
methods of reaching the consumer. 
Its social purpose is to raise 
people’s standards of living—to 
brighten our homes and lives—to 
make living an ennobling experi- 
ence.” 











measures recently adopted, or under 
consideration, to reduce the strong in- 
flationary pressures at home, according 
to the survey. 

The study may be purchased from 
the OEEC Publications Office, Suite 
1223, 1346 Connecticut Avenue NW.,, 
Washington 6, D. C. A similar survey 
of economic conditions in the Federal 
Republic of Germany also is available 
at the same price. 


Exports of Industrial Equipment by 
Product Group. for Major Capital 
Goods Exporting Countries, Washing- 
ton, D. C, Machinery and Allied Prod- 
ucts Institute, October 1957. 16 pp. 
This statistical supplement to bul- 

letin 3481 presents 13 tables providing 

information on capital goods exports to 
foreign trade and marketing specialists. 

Each table covers one of nine major 

industrial equipment products groups 

and four subgroups classified according 
to the Standard International Trade 

Classification. 

Single copies may be obtained from 
the Machinery and Allied Products In- 
stitute, 1200 18th Street N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. 


Imports To Expand Your Business. John 
E, Felber, Editer, International In- 
port Index, Box 636, Federal Square, 
Newark 1, N. J. 1958. 28 pp. Free to 
to business firms writing on letter- 
head, 

Compiled to interest businessmen in 
international trade, this publication 
describes the importance of imports to 
various channels of distribution and 
merchandising. It contains listings of 
foreign chambers of commerce in the 
United States, American chambers of 
commerce abroad, foreign trade infor- 
mation offices, major foreign trade fairs, 
import books and directories, magazines 
concerned with importing, and data on 
import volume, 





Latin American... 
(Continued from page 5) 

zilian remittances showed the largest 
increase, rising by $1.3 million to $5.7 
million. Mexican importers also _in- 
creased their payments by $1.2 million 
over the preceding month. On the othe: 
hand, Colombian importers reduced their 
remittances, as did those in Chile, 
Venezuela, and five other countries. 

The total amount outstanding of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
reporting banks in favor of U. S. ex- 
porters declined by $12 million in 
October to $238.2 million at the month's 
end, The decline was due mainly to a 
decrease of $5.9 million in the outstand- 
ings in Argentina, which fell to $34.4 
million. Outstandings on Colombia also 
dropped noticeably, falling by $2.1 mil- 
lion to $16 million. Venezuela accounted 
for the only notable increase, with ou'- 
standings rising by $1.3 million to $85.8 
million, 
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Radio Imports Into 
Syria Up 21 Percent 


Syrian imports of radio receivers in 
1956 rose to 41,686 units, representing 
an increase of 21 percent from the 34,- 
340 units imported in 1955. Receipts 
in 1957 are or about the same level as 
in 1956, trade reports indicate. 

The Netherlands has been the lead- 
ing supplier of radio receivers to Syria, 
but strong competition is being provided 
by West Germany, which increased its 
share of the total market from 34 per- 
cent in 1955 to 40 percent in 1956, 
while Netherlands participation was de- 
clining from 46 percent to 41 percent. 
The United States supplied about 2 per- 
cent of the number and 5 percent of 
the value of radio receivers imported 
in 1956. 

Replacement tubes, components, and 
parts are obtained largely from the 
United Kingdom. 

Syria is estimated to have approxi- 
mately 300,000 radio receivers in use. 
The two radio broadcasting stations 
operating there are Government owned 
and controlled. Television has not been 
established.—U. S. Embassy, Damascus. 


Canadian Leather Footwear 
Output Shows Slight Gain 


Canadian leather footwear production 
was slightly higher in the first 8 months 
of 1957 than during the corresponding 
months of 1956. 


Output for the 8 months ended 
August 31 totaled 28,534,350 pairs, 
compared with 28,404,525 pairs produced 
from January-August 1956. 

Production in August amounted to 
3,705,461 pairs, an increase of 1,048,462 
pairs from July, but a decline of 154,450 
pairs from August 1956. 

Footwear produced with leather soles 
in the 1957 period totaled 9,679,071 
pairs or 33.9 percent of the total; 
in 1956, 11,432,254 pairs, or 40.2 percent 
of total output, 

Production of leather footwear, by 
types, for the period January-August 
in 1957 and 1956 is as follows: 








1957 1956 

escah ag 6,342,547 6,625,724 
a fll nO 1,056,165 1,003,504 
pC ae sae aioe 202,502 214,464 
Women's and 

yo 13,970,111 13,580,315 
Misses’, etaaminagibeaaii 2,861,414 2,862,859 
Children’s and 

little gents’ 0.0.0... 2,049,224 2,081,009 
Babies’ and infants’ ...... 2,052,387 2,036,650 

lg a ae 28,534,350 28,404,525 


Factories in operation in August 1957 
totaled 251 and were located as follows: 
Newfoundland, 2; Nova Scotia, 1; New 
Brunswick, 4; Quebec, 144; Ontario, 
87; Manitoba, 6; and British Columbia, 7. 
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Philippines ts Up Radio-TV Output 


Philippine production of 2,500 television receivers is planned for 
1958, compared with an estimated output of 1,800 television sets in 
1957. Similarly, projected radio receiver output in 1958 is placed at 
35,000 units against an estimated 23,000 receivers produced in 1957. 


Two locally financed companies in 
the Philippines are engaged in factory 
production of television sets, radio re- 
ceivers, and a limited variety of com- 
ponents. Both are expanding facilities 
to meet the increasing demand. In addi- 
tion, many small shops assemble radios 
from kits, and others assemble radios, 
high fidelity sets, and television re- 
ceivers on specifications provided by 
the buyer. 


Imports Fall Sharply 


Imports of television receivers dropped 
from 768 units in 1955 to 487 in 1956, 
and radio imports declined from 17,944 
to 5,606 units. Import controls and 
exchange allocations are severely re- 
strictive, particularly for television re- 
ceivers and radio sets in cabinets, which 
are included in a list of commodities for 
which foreign exchange is not generally 
granted by the Central Bank of the 
Philippines. 

As a result, limited aHocations of 





foreign exchange are being shifted from 
the importation of assembled receivers 
to that of parts and components re- 
quired for local assembly and manu- 
facture. These imports are shown in the 
accompanying tabulation. 

In the first 5 months of 1957 the 
United States supplied about 60 per- 
cent of the radio tubes, 37 percent of 
other radio parts, and virtually 100 
percent of the television parts imported. 
Competition in the import market for 
radio tubes is being supplied principally 
by the Netherlands and West Germany. 
These countries, together with Japan 
and the United Kingdom, are increas- 


ingly important participants in the 
Philippine import market for radio 
parts. 


One television broadcasting station is 
operating in the Philippines, The estab- 
lishment of two additional stations is 
expected before the end of 1958.—U. S. 
Embassy, Manila. 


Imports of Radio and TV Parts in 1955, 
1956, and First 5 Months of 1957 


[Value in Philippine pesos'] 


Radio receiving tubes 


Television parts 
4] Philippine peso—US$0.50. 


Radio parte, Other .0.........cccccccessseees Rae A Be : 


1955 1956 1957 


(Jan.-May) 

RE) ext 368,644 $37,722 272,124 
serseceseeee 1,452,636 678.572 530,926 
soscscuteevinshaiapedvonnstles 67,180 63,718 115,044 





TV Receiver Sales 
Slow in Colombia 


Market demand for television receiv- 
ers in Colombia is now limited as the 
result of steep price increases caused 
by the devaluation of the Colombian 
peso, and the consequent decrease in 
the purchasing power of the average 
consumer, 


Both television and radio broadcast 
receivers are currently included in a 
list of prohibited imports. At least 
10,000 units of the 22,560 television re- 
ceivers imported in 1956, principally 
from the United States and the Nether- 
lands, are reported to be still in stock. 

Only one television program now is 
available. It has been reported, however, 
that the Colombian Government may 
sell its official television broadcasting 
equipment to a private company and 
also allow other independent operators 
to install television transmitters. If this 
plan is carried out, and a variety of 
commercial television prugrams is made 
available to the public, television re- 





ceiver sales might increase substantially. 

Colombian production of television re- 
ceivers began this year with the assem- 
bly of 200 receivers—2l-inch—by a 
Bogota firm, using electronic compo- 
nents imported from the United States 
and cabinets of domestic manufacture. 

Estimates of Colombian assembly of 
radio recievers in 1957 range from 80,- 
000 to 140,000 units. The 1957 produc- 
tion level is believed to have declined 
roughly 25 or 30 percent from that of 
1956. : 

Most electronic components, mate- 
rials, and tubes required for the assem- 
bly of radio and television receivers in 
Colombia must be imported. Items avail- 
able from Colombian production include 
plastic and wooden cabinets, and a small 
number of coils, transformers, loud- 
speakers, and metal chassis.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Bogota. 








Shell Prospecting Co., Ltd., of London, 
submitted two applications in October 
for petroleum exploration concessions 
totaling 1,076,770 hectares (1 hectare= 
2.47 acres) in Bolivian petroleum zone 
No, III.—U. S. Embassy, La Paz. 





29 


COMMODITY NEWS 








Argentina May Nearly 
Triple TV Production 


Argentine assembly of television sets 
in 1957 is forecast at about 42,000 units, 
compared with 12,000 units manufac- 
tured in 1956. 

This industry now is reported to con- 
tain at least 14 firms, many of which 
have licensing arrangements with U. S. 
producers. Demand for television receiv- 
ers is reported to be strong, exceeding 
the current rate of Argentine produc- 
tion. 

Commercial imports of television sets 
into Argentina are banned because of 
exchange problems. About 5,400 units 
were imported in 1955 and 4,600 units 
in 1956, largely as the result of personal 
exemptions granted to returning trav- 
elers. 

The one television station, in Buenos 
Aires, has a reliable range up to 60 
miles, although sporadic reception ex- 
tends to 200 or 250 miles. Indications 
are that a broadcasting network will 
develop, and that the consumer market 
will grow. 

Production and consumption of radio 
receivers in Argentina is estimated to 
be roughly 325,000 units a year. Very 
few are imported. 


Certain Imports Required 


Assembly in Argentina of television 
and radio broadcast receivers requires 
the importation of substantial quanti- 
ties of electron tubes, components, and 
other materials not available from do- 
mestic production. Imports of electron 
tubes increased in value from US$1,- 
373,363 in 1955 to US$2,502,380 in 1956. 

Although the United States continues 
to be the major supplier of electron 
tubes, accounting for 63 percent of such 
imports in 1956, its share of the market 
for many other parts and materials has 
been diminishing in recent years because 
of strong price competition from Euro- 
pean sources. 

Parts which generally are produced 
in adequate quantities in Argentina, 
and hence are prohibited imports, in- 
clude chassis, cabinets, most metallic 
parts, cable, wire, dials, coils, and trans- 
formers. Loudspeakers, which formerly 
were supplied in large quantities from 
the United States, have recently been 
added to the prohibited list—U. S. 
Embassy, Buenos Aires. 





Cheese prices in the United Kingdom, 
which have beer weak throughout the 
year, reached a low point in November, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports. 

New Zealand cheese on the British 
market on November 12 was selling for 
16.2 cents a pound, as compared with 
37.1 cents a year ago. Domestic cheddar 
cheese was quoted at 16.9 cents a pound, 
a 52-percent drop from November 1956. 
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Frozen Shrimp Industry 
Formed in Thailand 


The Karnasuta-Bird Seafood 
Products Co., a joint Thai-U. S. 
enterprise, has been formed in 
Bangkok to catch, process, and 
export shrimp. 

A factory ship incorporating the 
latest freezing devices and having 
a storage capacity of about 1,100 
tons is expected to start operations 
early in 1958. 

The new company hopes to 
process some 5 million pounds of 
shrimp in its first year. AU. S. 
company reportedly has guaran- 
teed purchase of all the products. 











Colombian Economic ... 


(Continued from page 5) 

steady or slightly larger, since goods 
which had been ordered prior to the 
imposition of September import restric- 
tions were arriving in volume through- 
out October. Merchandise particularly 
affected by the devaluation of June 
1957 and resultant high purchase prices, 
such as heavy industrial and agricul- 
tural machinery, handtools, and certain 
electrical equipment, showed some de- 
cline in stock. 


Industry Fairly Active 


Industrial activity continued at a fair 
rate during October, although variations 
were noted within industries and in 
different sections of the country. 


The Paz del Rio Steel Mill reported 
that total sales of steel products, pri- 
marily construction shapes, declined 
from a rate of 6,000 tons to 5,000 tons 
a month. Other industries reported fair 
to average sales and production, com- 
plaining generally that import difficul- 
ties kept them from increasing output. 

Government officials, notably the 
Minister of Development and the Super- 
intendent of Imports, continued to speak 
of encouragement for a selective type 
of industrialization, particularly to 
those industries which will utilize a 
high percentage of local raw materials 
or which will induce exports, in other 
words, which will offer the most effec- 
tive investment for the dollar-short 
economy. 

The application of such a policy is, 
however, understandably somewhat un- 
even and protests of unfairness and 
favoritism have been noted. New plants 
are being built and outfitted with ex- 
pensive imported equipment while com- 
pleted automotive assembly plants, for 
example, remain idle and other estab- 
lished plants, notably in the household 
equipment and typewriter assembly 


fields, report that import prohibitions 
allow them to produce at only a frac- 
tion of capacity. —U. S. Embassy, 
Bogota. 


Iranian Petroleum 
Reaches New Peak 


Net crude-oil production in Iran 
reached successive new heights in the 
July-September period, averaging 755,- 
512 barrels a day in July, 762,915 bar- 
rels in August, and 766,246 barrels in 
September. 


September’s production was approx- 
imately 66,000 barrels a day higher than 
the daily average at the time of na- 
tionalization in 1951. 

Crude oil exported as such or delivered 
to the Abadon refinery for processing 
for export totaled 28,844,732 million- 
cubic meters in the first 9 months of 
1957. If the average established in this 
period continues through the end of the 
calendar year, the Consortium should 
have overfulfilled the 35-million cubic 
meters. specified in the Consortium 
agreement as the minimum figure for 
the third full year of operation, ending 
January 28, 1958, by approximately 10 
percent. 

Refinery throughput in July, August, 
and September averaged 284,481, 306.,- 
946, and 325,427 barrels a day, respec- 
tively. 


Egypt Drastically Curtails 
Imports of Radio Receivers 


Egypt, through severe application of 
import controls to conserve foreign ex- 
change, has reduced radio imports from 
118,935 receivers in 1955 to 58,220 in 
1956, and only 2,400 in the first half 
of 1957. 

Stocks of radio receiving sets in the 
hands of wholesalers and retailers are 
reported still to be adequate for imme- 
diate requirements, but some models 
have practically disappeared from the 
market, 

The Netherlands has been the major 
source of imported radio receivers, as 
well as replacement tubes and compo- 
nents. 

Assembly of radio receivers in Egypt 
has been started recently on a small 
scale by a subsidiary of Philips of Eind- 
hoven, Netherlands. With the exception 
principally of cabinets and wiring, prac- 
tically all components and tubes re- 
quired for such assembly must be im- 
ported. 

At least 720,000 radio receivers are 
used in Egypt. Television has not been 
established.—U, S. Embassy, Cairo. 








U. 8. exports of cottonseed and s0y- 
bean oils in October declined about 
one-fourth from October 1956 = ship- 
ments, according to the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service. 

Cottonseed oil exports in October, 
estimated at 32 million pounds, were 
2% times those of October 1956. Esti- 
mated soybean oil exports, on the other 
hand, were less than one-half of October 
1956 shipments. 
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The World Trade Information Service is published in four parts by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, each part available by annual subscription. Individual WTIS reports are also sold 
separately, and semiannual indexes are obtainable at 10 cents each. 


Subscription Form 








(1) Part 1—Economic Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $8.50) 
Please enter my subscription for the following C) Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $8.50) 
Part(s) of the World Trade Information Service C) Part 3—Siatistical Reports. $6 a year (foreign, $7.50) 
C) Part 4—Utilities Abroad. $3 a year (foreign, $4.00) 
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Mail to the nearest U.S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25,D.C. Enclose check or money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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GATT Concludes Twelfth Session 


The 37 countries which are contracting parties to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) ended their Twelfth Session 


November 30 at Geneva. 


In 6 weeks of intensive work, they completed action on several 
important trade issues and began a thorough examination of the Treaty 
Establishing the European Economic Community (EEC), also known as 
the European Common Market Treaty. Arrangements were made to 
continue this study during the next year. ~ 


Among topics discussed were several programs for economic inte- 
gration, of which the EEC was the most important. Also discussed 
were: Restrictions on imports maintained to protect foreign exchange 
reserves; complaints of actions contrary to the provisions of GATT; 
requests for waivers of obligations and reports on waivers granted in 
the past; special problems of trade, such as those peculiar to trade in 
primary commodities; and customs regulations. 


The EEC Treaty was the most dis- 
cussed topic of the 6-week meeting and 
drew the most attention in addresses 
at the meeting of the ministerial repre- 
sentatives October 28-30, in the third 
week of the session. Representatives of 
32 countries spoke during the 3 days 
set aside for the high-level debate. It 
was recognized that entry into effect 
of the EEC Treaty was of vital impor- 
tance and that ways must be found 
under which the Treaty and the General 
Agreement could complement each other 
in contributions to the expansion of in- 
ternational trade. 


European Economic Community 
Treaty Signed 


The EEC Treaty was signed by 
France, Italy, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, 
and Luxembourg in March. Ratification 
by the 6 countries is nearly completed, 
and the Treaty is expected to become 
effective January 1, 1958. During a 
transitional period of 12-15 years, the 
6 nations are to remove substantially 
all internal barriers to trade among 
themselves and move toward a common 
external tariff toward the rest of the 
world so as to arrive at a complete 
customs union at the end of that period. 

Examination of the EEC Treaty cov- 
ered particularly the arrangements pro- 
vided for in the Treaty with respect to 
tariffs, the use of quantitative restric- 
tions for balance-of-payments reasons, 
trade in agricultural products, and the 
association with the EEC ‘of the mem- 
bers’ oversea countries and territories, 
chiefly the African territories of 
France and Belgium. 

Extensive discussions were held on 
each of these matters and significant 
progress was made in clarifying the 
issues which might arise both during 
and after the transitional period. De- 
cisions or judgments with regard to 
these issues during the Session were not 


32 





possible, primarily because some of 
them depended on actions to be taken 
by the institutions of the community. 
These institutions will not be set up 
until the Treaty enters into force. 


The Contracting Parties decided that 
the Intersessional Committee should 
continue the work started at this ses- 
sion in close cooperation with the insti- 
tutions of the EEC. Because of the 
importance of the subject, all GATT 
countries will be represented on the 
Intersessional Committee during the 
period between the Twelfth and 
Thirteenth Sessions, although normally 
the .committee is composed of delegates 
of about half of them. The committee 
is scheduled to meet on April 14, 1958, 
further to eonsider EEC Treaty ques- 
tions. It will, report to the Contracting 
Parties at their Thirteenth Session in 
the fall of next year. 


EURATOM Treaty Discussed 
At Twelfth Session 


The trade aspects of the Treaty Es- 
tablishing the European Atomic Energy 
Community (EURATOM), also were 
discussed. The EURATOM Treaty, 
drafted and signed in conjunction with 
the EEC Treaty by the same 6 nations, 
provides, among other things, for ac- 
celerated establishment of a common 
market with respect to certain mate- 
rials and equipment for the production 
and use of nuclear energy. Only the 
trade provisions were considered, and 
it was decided that further considera- 
tion could take place along with the 
provisions of the EEC Treaty. 


European Free-Trade Area 
Proposal Studied 


In action on another aspect of Euro- 
pean economic integration, the Con- 
tracting Parties agreed that the 
Intersessional Committee should follow 





developments with regard to the pro- 
posed European Free-Trade Area being 
negotiated in Paris. The FTA would 
associate the United Kingdom and other 
member countries of the OEEC with the 
6-nation EEC, 

The United States is an associated 
country of the OEEC and activities of 
the Organization but is not a prospec. 
tive member of the proposed ,European 
Free-Trade Area. A _ free-trade area 
differs from a customs union (such as 
the EEC) in that, while both eliminate 
internal restrictions, only the customs 
union has a common external tariff. 
Each member of a free-trade area main- 
tains its own tariffs against imports 
from nonmembers. 


Other Economic Integration 
Reports Made 


The Contracting Parties received the 
report submitted by the Government of 
Nicaragua concerning developments dur- 
ing the past year under its free-trade 
treaty with the Republic of El Salva- 
dor. The Nicaraguan delegate also re- 
ported that progress had been made 
toward creation of a 5-nation Central 
American free-trade area, although no 
treaty has yet been signed. 


Detailed consideration of the Franco- 
Tunisian Customs Union was deferred 
to the Thirteenth Session. 


Consultations Completed on 
Balance-of-Payments Restrictions 


The Contracting Parties completed a 
series of consultations on quantitative 
import restrictions imposed for balance- 
of-payments reasons. Twenty-one coun- 
tries consulted on such restrictions, 
which they maintain in accordance with 
an exception to the general rule in the 
General Agreement against quotas. 


This program of consultations, the 
first held in June, was initiated as a 
result of a U. S. proposal accepted by 
the Contracting Parties at their 
Eleventh (1956) Session. Because of 
amendments to GATT which recently 
came into force for most countries, such 
consultations, beginning in 1959, will 
be held annually for industrialized 
countries and every other year for less 
developed countries. 


The U. S. representative at the Ses- 
sion said his country was gratified at 
the success of the consultations and at 
the spirit of cooperation. Several meas- 
ures to eliminate import quotas were 
announced during the consultations, and 
it was generally agreed that the use of 
sound internal monetary and_ fiscal 
measures can frequently avert the need 
to resort to quantitative restrictions 
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when faced with balance-of-payments 
difficulties. 


As a result of the consultations, tt 
was agreed that Germany was no longer 
entitled to maintain quantitative restric- 
tions for balance-of-payments reasons. 
The German delegate presented a state- 
ment at the Twelfth Session describing 
the program his Government intended 
to follow for eliminating balance-of- 
payments restrictions. Many delegates 
thought the program described was in- 
sufficient to fulfill Germany’s obliga- 
tions under GATT. The German dele- 
gate undertook to transmit to the Ger- 
man Government these expressions of 
opinion. 


Hord-Core Decision oa Quantitative. 


Import Controls Extended 


The Contracting Parties extended for 
1 year a 1955 decision to permit a 
country whose balance-of-payments sit- 
uation had improved to such an extent 
that it no longer justified retention of 
quantitative controls on imports to 
maintain some of those controls on a 
decreasing basis and over a limited 
time. The decision was taken to permit 
such countries to ease the effect of a 
sudden withdrawal of such controls on 
domestic industries. 

The Contracting Parties received the 
report of Belgium on its waiver under 
this decision and urged Belgium. to 
hasten the process of eliminating the 
restrictions. Belgium agreed that all 
such controls will be eliminated by 
1961. 


Ghana and Malaya 
New Contracting Parties 


At the Twelfth Session Ghana and 
the Federation of Malaya, which ac- 
quired their independence in 1957, be- 
came the 36th and 37th contracting 
parties to GATT. 


This action was taken pursuant to 
the sponsorship of the United Kingdom 
under a provision by which a dependent 
territory to which GATT has applied 
may automatically become a contracting 
party in its own right when it achieves 
autonomy in trade matters if it is spon- 
sored by the former metropolitan 
country. 

No. time limit for such sponsorship 
is specified. To clarify rights and obli- 
gations of contracting parties. toward 
such newly independent countries, the 
Contracting Parties agreed that. they 
would continue to apply the provisions 
of GATT in trade with such countries 
for a reasonable period of time if such 
treatment was reciprocated. In accord- 
ance with this recommendation, the 
Contracting Parties agreed to periods 
of 1 year more for Laos and Cambodia 
and 2 years more for Tunisia; these 3 
countriés are former French territories. 

With a view to becoming a contract- 
ing party, Switzerland will conduct 
tariff negotiations with most of the 


December 16, 1957 











present contracting parties. It was 
agreed that the negotiations would take 
place in Geneva in 1958. The United 
States will nét -participate in the nego- 
tiations, but will maintain reciprocal 
tariff concessions outside GATT with 
Switzerland under long-standing bilat- 
eral trade agreement. 

Japan now has been a contracting 
party for over 2 years, but 15 GATT 
Countries continue to invoke a provision 
—with respect to Japan—which permits 
a contracting party to withhold appli- 
cation of GATT from a new contracting 
party. Japan’s trade relations with the 
15 countries was given further attention 
at the Session. The United States and 
several other countries supported 
Japan’s request that GATT be made 
applicable between Japan and the 15 
countries. Brazil, which had invoked 
this provision when Japan became a 
contracting party, reported that it now 
is applying GATT fully toward Japan. 


Tariff Adjustments by Four 
Countries Considered 


General changes in tariff schedules 
by four countries were discussed. 

First, Finland was given authority to 
raise certain of its duties by an amount 
necessary to compensate for a devalua- 
tion of the Finnmark, which took place 
earlier this year. Arrangements were 
included in the decision for Finland to 
consult. with any contracting party 
which considers that raising the duty 
on a certain product will adversely 
affect its rights under GATT. 

Second, Brazil, which was granted 
a waiver last year to permit it to revise 
its tariff, will-conduct negotiations with 
other contracting parties on the basis 
of its revised tariff early in 1958. The 
object is to give other contracting 
parties an opportunity to negotiate for 
concessions to replace those which 
Brazil is modifying or withdrawing as 
a result of the introduction of its new 
tariff 

Third, Cuba requested a waiver of 
certain of its obligations under GATT 
to facilitate the introduction of a re- 
vised tariff. The Cuban request was 
made on the basis that the tariff was 
antiquated and that a _ revision was 
necessary for the development and 
diversification of the Cuban economy, 
The Contracting Parties agreed to take 
account, in negotiations based on the 
new Cuban tariff, of the principle that 
a country which has bound a high pro- 
portion of its tariffs at very low duty 
rates has less scope for negotiating. The 
Contracting Parties also granted Cuba 
a waiver to permit it to impose quanti- 
tative restrictions on imports to the 
extent necessary to forestall a flood of 
imports in the period before the new 
tariff becomes effective. 

Fourth, certain adjustments will be 
made in the New Zealand tariff to 
modernize it. Where such adjustments 
result in increases of bound duties, New 
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Zealand will negotiate the increases by 
giving equivalent new concessions to 
those countries most closely affected. 

Since the end of 1957 marks the end 
of a period of about 3 years during 
which contracting parties agreed not 
to withdraw tariff concessions, several 
countries initiated negotiations to per- 
mit them to raise tariffs which they had 
previously bound. These negotiations 
were held in part concurrently with the 
Twelfth Session. They will result in 
new tariff concessions to balance those 
withdrawn, A new period of 3 years 
during which concessions may not 
normally be withdrawn will begin on 
January 2. 


Franco-German Treaty 
On the Saar Presented 


France and Germany presented their 
treaty covering their economic relations 
with the Saar. Their normal obligation 
under GATT to treat all contracting 
parties equally with regard to tariffs 
was waived to the extent necessary to 
implement the treaty. The waiver per- 
mits the two countries to give preferen- 
tial treatment in trade with the Saar. 
The treaty was drawn up to ease the 
economic effects of the transfer of 
political responsibility for the Saar from 
France to Germany. 


Primary Commodity Problems 
Of Great Interest 


The particular problems of trade in 
primary commodities as a matter of 
great interest to the less developed 
countries received considerable atten- 
tion and particularly during the minis- 
terial meeting. The less developed 
countries depend very largely on ex- 
ports of primary commodities, particu- 
larly agricultural goods, to maintain 
their positions in international trade. 
Considerable feeling was also expressed 
that the welfare of many of them was 
to some extent dependent on agricul- 
tural protection policies. 

In recognition of the concern ex- 
pressed, the Contracting Parties agreed 
to establish a group of internationally 
recognized, nongovernmental experts to 
prepare a report on past and current 
international trade trends and their 
implications. The report will be con- 
sidered by the Contracting Parties at 
their next session. 


U. S. Submits Report 
On Surplus Disposal 


A related subject of great interest, 
particularly to agricultural countries, 
was the report by the U. S. Delegation 
on U. S. disposal programs for surplus 
agricultural products. The report em- 
phasized the efforts made to insure that 
surplus disposals under Public Law 480 
do not injure the trade of other pro- 
ducers of agricultural products, through 
consultations with them and a due re- 


(Continued on page $5) 
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Administration Makes Proposals on 
Renewal of Trade Agreements Act 


At the President’s meeting on December 3 the Congressional lead- 
ers were informed of his proposals with respect to renewal of the Trade 
Agreements Act, which are designed to provide the necessary new 
tariff bargaining authority for an adequate period with safeguards for 


the American economy. 


Secretary of Commerce, Sinclair Weeks, and Deputy Under Secre- 
tary of State for Economic Affairs, C. Douglas Dillon, have announced 
details of the Administration proposals. 


It is proposed that authority to enter 
into trade agreements would be ex- 
tended for 5 years from the date of its 
expiration on June 30, 1958. New tariff 
reduction authority will be proposed as 
follows: 

The President would be authorized to 
reduce any rate of duty existing on 
July 1, 1958: 

@ By 5 percent of the duty annually 
for 5 successive years, However, as an 
alternative, he could reduce a duty by 
this same total amount over a 3-year 
period if no yearly reduction exceeded 
10 percent of the duty. 

@ By 3 percentage points ad valorem, 
without any yearly reduction exceeding 
1 percentage point. 

@ To 50 percent ad valorem if an 
existing duty is in excess of that 
amount, .In such cases not more than 
one-third of the total reduction could be 
made in any one year. 

These would be alternative methods 
which could not be used cumulatively. 


All safeguards for American industry 
contained in the present act would be 
continued. In addition, increased au- 
thority will be sought to raise duties 
to remedy threatened or actual serious 
injury to domestic industries ° when 
found necessary after escape-clause 
investigations. The President would be 
authorized to raise the duty in such 
cases to 50 percent above the rate of 
duty in effect on July 1, 1934 (instead 
of 50 percent above the lower duties of 
January 1, 1945, as in existing law). 

The President’s proposals would also 
authorize the immediate institution of 
escape-clause proceedings after peril 
point investigations disclose that exist- 
ing rates of duty threaten or cause 
serious injury, rather than delaying 
such investigations until after the Presi- 
dent has sought to negotiate increases 
in duty with foreign countries, in ac- 
cordance with existing law. These 
changes will enable more prompt and 
effective action in serious injury cases. 


Expanded International Trade 
Of Key Importance 


Expanded international trade, which 
strengthens the American economy, 
which links together the interdependent 
economies of the free world, and which 
is essential to future economic progress, 
will be of key importance, Countries 
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of the free world must make new ef- 
forts to reinforce their unity and econ- 
omic strength in the face of the intensi- 
fied challenge presented by Interna- 
tional Communism, 


The trade-agreements program is the 
means through which the United States 
is able to participate in cooperative 
measures to expand international trade 
by means of the reduction of traiffs and 
trade barriers on a mutually advantage- 
ous basis. An effective Trade Agree- 
ments Act, adequate in both duration 
and tariff bargaining authority, is the 
prerequisite for such an effective trade- 
agreements program, Without adequate 
legislative authority American influence 
and leadership in expanding world trade 
would cease, 


Next 5 Years of 
Critical Importance 


The next 5 years will be of critical 
significance. In Western Europe the six 
governments of Belgium, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Luxembourg, and the 
Netherlands have taken a tremendous 
step toward freeing international trade 
among themselves with the establish- 
ment of the European Economic Com- 
munity. The Community will come into 
being on January I, 1958. Thereafter, 
over a period of several years, trade 
among the six countries will become 
progressisvely freer, and a single tariff 
will be established with respect to im- 
ports from other countries, 


It will be of great importance to the 
economic well being of the United 
States and to other free world countries 
that the new common tariff of the 
European Economic Community be 
reduced as low as possible in order that 
all-may benefit more fully from trade 
with this new market of 160 million 
customers. To this end it will be neces- 
sary to conduct comprehensive tariff 
negotiations between the Common Mar- 
ket countries and other free world coun- 
tries prepared to participate. Such ne- 
gotiations will require extensive prep- 
arations and will take some 5 years to 
complete. 

The Common Market countries, in the 
Treaty Establishing the European Eco- 
nomic Community, have declared their 
willingness to enter into negotiations on 





a reciprocal basis with nonmember 
countries. It remains for other coun. 
tries and especially the United States, 
to respond to this initiative. If it is to 
do so, an effective 5-year extension of 
the trade-agreements legislation is 
essential. 


Secretary Weeks 
Issues Statement 


The Commerce Department has re- 
leased the following statement by Secre- 
tary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks in 
conjunction with the joint announce- 
ment by the Departments of State and 
Commerce of the Administration pro- 
posals on renewal of the Trade Agree- 
ments Act. 

“The Administration plans to recom- 
mend to the Congress a new, farsighted 
constructive legislative program with 
additional powers by the President for 
the sound and vigorous development of 
world trade. 


“Increased national security and in- 
creased economic stability and growth 
are top priority objectives of the Ad- 


ministration, They are objectives ur- 
gently demanded by the- American 
people. Our foreign economic policy, 


including the proposed trade legislation, 
is designed to promote both—here in 
the United States and among our part- 
ner free nations, 


“After long study of the entire situa- 
tion and examination of views from all 
segments concerned, we believe we offer 
a new, realistic, workable trade pro- 
gram with both trade promotion 
encouragements and proper safeguards 
which the nation, industry, labor, and 
the Congress will support. 


“The current trade program already 
contains many features to increase com- 
merce. Records set in this and recent 
years by imports and exports reflect 
this Government encouragement in 
trade, tourism, U. S. investment abroad 
and other exchanges. Such stimulation 
also has created employment. 

“The new program is designed to add 
impetus to international commerce by 
taking into consideration new conditions 
and eliminating difficulties. Increased 
trade is desired because such progress 
is in the interest of the entire nation. 
But such interest would not served if 
domestic industry were crippled and 
serious local unemployment resulted 
The new safeguards are designed to 
prevent injury to the American econ- 
omy as the flow of international com- 
merce is enhanced, 

“One significant improvement to be 
recommended is the extension of the 
Trade Agreements Act for a minimum 
of 5 years. An important new facto! 
has intensified the need for longer term 
continuance, The increase in length of 
time is necessary to help American 
industry in its relationship with the 
forthcoming Common Market of Europe. 

“More time also is essential for nego- 


(Continued on page 36) 
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GATT Concludes ... 
(Continued from page 33) 


gard for protecting normal commercial 
trade in the planning of disposals. Sev- 
eral countries, while expressing appre- 
ciation for the efforts of the United 
States to solve the problem, stated that 
the consultation procedures could be 
made more effective. 


Waiver Reports on 
Obligations Examined 


The Contracting Parties received 
and examined reports on waivers of 
GATT obligations granted at previous 
sessions. . 

The 6 Western European countries 
which form the European Coal and 
Steel Community reported on develop- 
ments in the last stages of the transi- 
tional period, which will end February 
10, 1958. At that time, tariffs and other 
restrictions on the trade among them 
in coal and steel products will have 
been removed, and the limited common 
market for more accommodations, a 
forerunner of the EEC, will be com- 
pleted. 

The United States reported on action 
to restrict imports of agricultural 
products under Section 22 of the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Act, for which a 
waiver was granted in 1955. Such 
restrictions are imposed to prevent im- 
ports from materially interfering with 
domestic price support and other agri- 
cultural programs. 

Italy, Australia, the United Kingdom, 
New Zealand, and Czechoslovakia also 
reported on waivers granted to them. 

The Contracting Parties considered 
several complaints that countries were 
not fulfilling their GATT obligations. 
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formally complained that action by the 
United States, under the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act, had impaired a con- 
cession by restricting imports of dairy 
products. The Netherlands was author- 
ized to take equivalent action against 
the United States by restricting im- 
ports of wheat flour from the United 
States. 

Sweden and Denmark éntered a com- 
plaint against the United States in con- 
nection with an increase in the U. S. 
duty on spring clothes pins. The United 
States had previously incurred an obli- 
gation with respect to that duty in 
tariff negotiations with Sweden and 
Denmark. GATT permits increases in 
such duties under certain circumstances 
when it is shown that serious injury to 
a domestic industry is being caused or 
threatened by imports, but the two 
countries claimed that the conditions 
had not been fulfilled. If bilateral dis- 
cussions with the two countries do not 
resolve the matter, the Intersessional 
Committee will set up a panel to look 
into it. 

Germany announced that it had 
settled a complaint it had previously 
raised against Greece. The complaint 
involved an increase in the Greek duty 
on long-playing phonograph records. 
Greece undertook to reduce the duty to 
an extent which was acceptable to 
Germany. 

Two other complaints were resolved 
when delegates of France and Brazil 
reported that their Governments had 
taken the necessary action to remove 
certain taxes which were inconsistent 
with GATT. The Contracting Parties 
took note of a French, statement of its 
intention to reduce a tax which had 
been increased contrary to GATT. Com- 
plaints entered by the United Kingdom 
that France and Italy discriminated 
against imported agricultural machinery 
were referred to the Intersessional 
Committee. 


Report To Be Prepared on 
Restrictive Business Practices 


In consideration of a Norwegian pro- 
posal that the Contracting Parties draw 
up a supplementary agreement for the 
control of international restrictive busi- 
ness practices (cartels), the Contract- 
ing Parties directed that their Execu- 
tive Secretary prepare a repor} on 
cartels and on national antitrust legisla- 
tion. The report will be presented to the 
Intersessional Committee, which will 
then decide what further action, if any, 
should be taken on the matter. 


Among other items carried over to 
the agenda of the Thirteenth Session 
for further action was a proposal for 
the adoption of a recommendation to 
governments that they avoid further 
restrictions on freedom of contract in 
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Duty on Safety Pins 
To Be Increased 


The President accepted on November 
29 the recommendation of the Tariff 
Commission, under the escape clause of 
the Trade Agreements Extension Act, 
and issued a proclamation raising the 
duty on imports of safety pins from 22% 
percent to the original rate of 35 per- 
cent, effective December 30, 1957. 

This action rested upon the finding of 
the Tariff Commission under the escape 
clause that the domestic safety-pin in- 
dustry is being seriously hurt by im- 
ports. The Commission reported its 
findings and recommendation on Jan- 
uary 30. The President, on March 29, 
requested the Commission to provide 
certain additional information. The 
Commission submitted its supplemen- 
tary report on September 30. 





Date Imports Unrestricted 


o 
The President accepted on November 
29 the recommendation of the Tariff 
Commission, with one member dissent- 
ing, that import restrictions on dates 
were not warranted. 


On August 7 the President requested 
the Tariff Commission to investigate 
the need for import restrictions. The 
Commission’s investigation and report 
were made under section 22 which au- 
thorizes the limitation of imports in 
order to prevent material interference 
with the Department of Agriculture’s 
price support or marketing order pro- 
grams. 





transport mMsurance and that they move 
toward reduction or elimination of these 
restrictions previously imposed. 


Recommendations Adopted on 
Trade and Customs Regulations 


The Contracting Parties adopted a 
recommendation on consular formalities 
designed to facilitate trade by eliminat- 
ing unnecessary procedures. The Con- 
tracting, Parties agreed to consider at 
the Thirteenth Session a draft recom- 
mendation on marks of origin. Action 
on the subject of determining the na- 
tionality of imported goods was deferred 
to the Thirteenth Session. 

Shortly before the opening of the 
Session, amendments to the preamble 
and Parts II and III of GATT, nego- 
tiated in 1955, became effective for 
those countries which had accepted 
them, including the United States. The 
Contracting Parties took several actions 
as a result of the amendments coming 
into force, and recommended that cer- 
tain other protocols and the Agreement 
on the Organization for Trade Coopera- 
tion be accepted and brought into effect. 

The Contracting Parties agreed to 
meet for their Thirteenth Session on 
October 16, 1958. 
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World Trade.Advisory Committee 
Established by Secretary Weeks 


Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks has announced the estab- 
lishment of a World Trade Advisory Committee of 60 prominent U. S. 
business executives to advise the Department in formulating policies 
and programs promoting international trade, travel, and investment. 


Secretary Weeks said: “We in the 
Department of Commerce plan to meet 
periodically with these businessmen 
who have so generously offered their 
time and experience in accepting mem- 
bership on this Committee. In this fast- 
moving era, it is imperative that we 
obtain as full knowledge as possible of 
the interests, needs, and views of the 
U. S. foreign trade community as well 
as their assistance in determining how 
the Department’s foreign trade respon- 
sibilities can best be carried out.” 


First Meeting Scheduled 
For December 16 


The first meeting of the Committee 
will be held on December 16 at the 
Willard Hotel, Washington, D. C. Among 
topics to be discussed are East-West 
trade, export control policies, pending 
renewal of the Trade Agreements Act, 
U. S. private investment overseas, the 
international trade fair and trade mis- 
sions programs, and prospects for fur- 
ther development of world trade. 

Top specialists of the Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce will lead off the dis- 
cussion by presenting a brief report of 
the current situation in their respective 
fields, according to Henry Kearns, As- 
sistant Secretary of Commerce for 
International Affairs, who will preside 
at the December 16 meeting. 


Small Discussion Groups 
To Be Formed » 


To give each member of the Commit- 
tee an opportunity to express his views 
on each subject presented, the Commit- 
tee will be divided into small groups for 





simultaneous round table discussion. A 
chairman, appointed for each of the 
groups, will then present the opinions 
of his group for consideration of the 
full Committee. 

Assistant Secretary Kearns said the 
use of this discussion technique, known 
as the Phillips method, after its orig- 
inator, Dr. Don Phillips, president of 
Hillsdale College, Hillsdale, Mich., is 
relatively new to Government and 
should insure participants an equal 
voice in developing suggestions and 
recommendations. 

Members of the Committee were in- 
vited to serve on the basis of their 


business experience and interest in for- 
eign trade. Representing a cross-section 
of American business, they come from 
both large and small business and indus- 
trial firms located in every part of the 
United States. Members serve on a 
voluntary basis and without compensa- 
tion. The Committee is expected to 


meet in i-day sessions four times « 
year, 





Administration Makes ... 


(Continued from page 34) 


tiations with American industry’s trad- 
ing partners around the globe that will 
reap the greatest possible opportunities 
for exports. In the past, American busi- 
ness and labor have been hurt through 
failure to negotiate favorable trade 
transactions because of the uncertainty 
felt by foreign traders as to the action 
the United States might take in the 
future, The longer term will give im- 
porting countries greater opportunities 
to plan and carry out transactions bene- 
ficial to the United States.” 
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